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This treatife of TRAVELS is entered in STATIONER’S-HALL, according to act of Parliament; 
if any perfon fhall be found to print the fame, without permiffion of the Author, they will be profecuted 


according to law. 


TO THE 


GOVERNOR 
COUR W OF ASSIS TAN T'S, 
AND FREEMEN 


RUSSIA-COMPANY; 


AND TG. THE 


BRITISH FACTORIES 
| iT NoR USS LA; 


THE FOLLOWING 
RELATIONS OF TRAVELS, &c 
, ARE 
RESPECTFULLY INSCRIBED, 
AS A TESTIMONY OF GRATITUDE 
FOR THE FAVOURS RECEIVED, 


FROM MANY OF THEM, BY 
THEIR MOST OBEDIENT, 


AND VERY HUMBLE SERVANT, 
ANTERMONY, the 
> WM of October, 1762. 


THE AUTHOR, 


ate 


1 
2 { ' 
; Te. . 


A 


Sigiehu soda « 


wate ic 


dea wasrd ae 4a ha a, 7 


ba 
rae nes 


antnngsiae ee 7 ae 

i Bin 
00 tha bie sib 
shin Pistneek ane r 


5 
ae A 


“ vate iat 


meet mei “ih ea 


THE 


a ete Rad Be Re S 


A. 
“HE right hon. Earl of Aylef- 
ford: 
George Abercromby of Tillibody, Efq; 
Tfaac Akerman, Efq; Fenchurch-ftreet. 
Ralph Allen, Efq; Prior-park, 2 fets. 
Sir John Anftruther of Anftruther,Bart. 
2 fets: 
John Anderfon, Efg; London: 
Sir Charles Afgill, Bart. 2 fets. 
Mr. Hugh Atkins, merchant, London, 
4 fets. 
B. 
The right hon. Lord Belhaven. 
The right hon. Lord Bruce. 
The hon. George Brown of Coalfton, 
fenator of the College of Juftice. 
The rev. Thomas Bagfhaw, D. D. 
The hon. George Baillie of Jervifwood, 
Efq; 
William Baird of New-Baith, Efg; 
Henry Baker, Efq; F. R. S.. 
James Barclay, Efq; 
John Barclay, Efq; 
David Barclay, junr. Efq; 
The rev. Dr. Barclay, Fellow of Merton- 
coll, Oxon. 
James Robinfon Barclay of Kevle, Efq; 
Richard Becher, Efq; 
Thomas Becket, bookfeller, London. 
Peter Bell, fenr. Efg; Glafgow. 
Peter Bell, junr. 
William Bell, merchant at Leith, 3 fets. 
The rev. Mr. William Bell, minifter at 
Campfey. 
Mr. William Bell of Guernfey. 
Archibald Bell at Manchefter. 
Capt. Thomas Bennet, London. 


James Benfon, Efq; London: 
Thomas Beft, Efq; 
Capt. Leonard Bazer, London. 
Dr. Birch, fecretary to the Royal Society. 
Dr. Blair. 
Blount, apothecary to the De- 
von-hofpital, Exon. 
Charles Bouchier, Efq; Edmonton: 
The rev. Mr. Bouchery, Swaffham. 
John Bond of Grange, Efq; 
The hon, Alex. Bofwell of Auchinleck, . 
{enator‘of the College of Juftice. 
Boyd of Trochrig, Efq;. 
Sir Brook Bridges, Bart: 
Ifaac Hawkins Brown, Efq; 
The rev. Mr. John Bradfute. 
Thomas Berney Bramfton of Skreens, 
Efq; 
Alexander Brown of Ardrie. 
Jacob Bryant, Efq; 


*~ James Buchanan of Drumpellier, E{q; 


Arch, Buchanan of Drummikil, Efq; 
The rev. Dr. Buckler, Fellow of All- 
Souls, Oxon. 
Mrs. Buchanan of Auchinreoch, 
Merrick Burrell, Efq; 
James Burnet of Mountbodo, Efq; 
The rev. Mr. Bufh of London. 
John Byrom, M. D. Manchefter. 
Edward Byrom of Manchefter. 
Mr. Bruch. 
James Bell of Kirkton, Efq; 
Matthew Bell, Efq; of Newcatftle. 
Andrew Burnet, merchant of’ St. Pe- 
tersburg. 
Cr 
The right hon. Earl of Cardigan. 
The right hon, Ear] of Chefterfield. 
‘ The 
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The right hon. Earl Cowper. 

The right hon. Countefs- Reed of 
. Carlifle. 

The right rev. Bp. BF Carlifle, F. R. Ss, 

David Cadder of Inchbruch. 

William Caddle, junr. of Carron. 

John Cameron of Carntyn.: 

Mrs. Mary Campbell of Balquhane 

The hon. John Campbell, junr. of 
Stonefield, fenator of the College of 
Jultice. 

Dr. John Campbell. 

Alex. Campbell, furgeon at Pool. 

Daniel Campbell, Efq; 

John Campbell, Efq; 

Daniel Campbell of Shawfield, Efq; - 

Pryce Campbell, Efq; 

Lieut. Col. Robert Campbell. 

John Callendar of Craigforth, Efq; 

John Carmichael of Caftlecraig, Efq; 

James Carmichael of Hales, Efg; 

John Cathcart, Efq; 

James Caulet, Efq; 

John Cayley, merchant, 
burg. 

James Cheap of Sawchy, Efq; 

The rev. Dr. Samuel Chandler. 

Alex. Chancelour of Shielhill, Efg; 

Jofeph Chippendall of Manchefter. 

Cholwell, Efq; of the Temple. 

Richard Champion, Efq; of Briftol. 

William Champion, Efq; of Briftol. 

Sir James Clark of Pennycook, Bart. 

Dr. Matthew Clarke. 

The rev. Mr. John Clayton of Man- 
chefter. ° hi 

Benjamin Coole of St. Petersburg, mer- 
chant. . 

Dr. John Cook of Hamilton. 

Peter Collinfon, F.R.S. 

William Colquhoun of Garfcadden Efq; 

Andrew Cochrane, Efqs ite pene ra 
Glafgow. ' 

Peter Colvil, juan, of Ochiltrie, Ef; 


St. Peters- 


John Cornwall, Efq; of London. 
James Corbett of Tolcrofs, Efq; 


. James. Corbett, merchant in.Glafgow.. 
* Jofiah Cotton, Efq; Old Jewry. 


Hofea Coates, Efg; of Dublin. 

Oliver Coult, Efq; 

Nicholas Crifp, Efq; 

Crayle Crayle, Efq; ~; 

John Cruikfhank, merchant of it Oe 
6 fets. 

William Cumming, M. D. of Pep thates 

Alex, Cunningham, Efq; of Edinburgh. 

Mr. Currie. 

John Campbell of Clathick, Efg; 

John Campbell, Efq; 

James Campbell of Ardkinlas, Efq; 


‘Mrs, Campbell of Menzie. 


Alan Cuthbertfon,merchant in Glafgow. 
RD. 

Her Grace the Dutchefs of Deas 
6 fets. 

The right hon, the Earl of Daas 

Baron De Witz minifter from Mecklen- 
burg. 

‘The right hon. Robert Dundas of ae 
nifton, Lord Prefident of the Court 
of Seffion. 

Sir David Dalrymple, Bart. 

Theophilus Daubuz, Efq; 

Robert Davenport, merchant in Lond, 

John Davie, merchant in Edinburgh. 

Andrew Devifme, Efq; London. 

John Deponthieu merchant, London. 


‘ John H. Demorin, merchant, St. Pe- 


tersburg. 

Simon Defnizkoi, from the univerfity of 
Mofco, at. prefent ftudent at the U- 
niverfity of Glafgow. 

Robert Dingley, .Ef{g; London. - 

Henry Digge, Efq; 

John Dickfon of Kilbucko, Efq; 

The rev, John Rickealas A. M. 4 
bich. : 

Dickenfon, Ela; Lincoln's Inn. 
Sir 
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Sir Alex. Dick of Preftonfield, Bart. 
Alex. Donaldfon, bookfeller, Edinb. 
Mrs. Duncan at Edinburgh. 

The rev. Chriftopher Duffield of Fea- 
- therftone. 


George Drummond of Blairdrummond, | 


Efq; 
Alex. Duff of Hatton, Efg; 
Thomas Dundas of Quarrell, Efq; 
Henry Dundas, Efq; advocate, 2 fets. 
The rev. Dr. Dumarefque. 
Governor Dinwiddie. 
John Drummond of Logie-Almond, 
Efq; ° 
E. 
The right hon. Earl of Elgin. 
The right hon, Earl of Errol. 
The hon. Charles Elphinftone of Cum- 
~ bernauld, Efq; 
The hon. James Erskine of Barjarg, fe- 
nator of the College of Juftice. 
John Erskine of Carnock, Efq; 
Mr. David Erskine, writer in Edinb. 
Peter Eaton, Efq; / 
Godolphin Edwards, Efq; 
George Edwards, Efq; 
John Erskine of Cardrofs, Efq; 
- James Erskine, Efq; advocate. 
Thomas Eyre, Efq; 
Mifs Nelly Edmonfton, of Newton. 


£ Party 
The hon. Edward Finch, Efq; 
The hon. Mrs. Finch. 
- Fall, Efq;. provoft of Distal: 

Peter Fearon of London. 
William Fergus of Kirkintilloch. 
Sir Adam Fergufon of Kilkerran, Bart. 
Robert Fergufon, Efq; Auftin-friars. 
Thomas Forefter of Denovan. 
John Fordyce, Efq; merchant in Edinb. 
The rev. Mr. Forefter, rector of _Paf- 

fenham, Northamptonhhire. 
Robert Fordyce, merch..in Aberdeen. 


Dr. William Freer, Edinburgh.: 
Mifs Freame. 

Robert Freeland of Kirkintilloch. 
Jofeph Freame, Efq; of London, 
Mofes Franco, Ef{q; 

James Frampton of Mozeton, Efq; 
George Frafer of Edinburgh. 

George Fullerton, Efq; at Leith. 
William Frederick, bookfeller, Bath. 


G.. 

The right hon, John Earl of Granville, 
Knight of the Garter, Prefident of 

. the Privy Council, &c. 50 fets. 

The right hon, Earl of Granard. 

The right hon. Earl of Glencairn. 

The right .rev. Bifhop of Glocefter. 

The hon, William Grant of Prefton- 
Grange, fenator of the College of 
Juftice. 

Francis Garden, Efq; one of his aise 
{ty’s follicitors. 

Dr. Gardiner of Great Maffingham, 
Norfolk. 

Robert Gardiner of Edinburgh. ~ 


_ Alexander ‘Garden of Troup, Efq; 


John Gibfon, broker in London. 
Ofgood Gee, Efq; 
Phil. Gell, Efg; of Hopeton, Derbythire, 
John. Garfhore of Garfhore, Efq; 
Alex. Gibfon, junr. of Durye, Efq; 
Mr, John Glafsford, merchant in Glaf- 
gow. very 
James: Glen,. Efq; late governor of S. 
Carolina. 
Thomas Goldney, Efas of Clifton. 
Mrs, Ann Goldney of Clifton. 
Mrs, Gordon at Glafgow. 
Chamberlain Godfrey, Eig; 
Jofeph Godfrey, Efq; 
Peter Godfrey, Efg; 
Edmund Godfrey, Efq; 
Thomas Godfrey, Efq; 
Richard Gough, Efq; 
; William 


THE SUBSCRIBERS’. 


William. Gomm, junr. merchant, St. 
Petersburg. 

John Gordon, Efq; 

Charles Gough, Efq; London. 

James Grieve, M. D. St. Petersburg. 

Silvanus. Grove, Ef{q; 

James Grofet of Breadifholm, Efq; 

David. Graham of ‘Micklewood, Efq; 

Sir Archibald Grant, Bart. 

The rev. Mr. Andrew Gray, minifter of 
New Kilpatrick. 

The.rev..Dr. Green, rector of Bell- 
‘Broughton, ‘Worcefterfhire. 

William Graham of Airth, Efq; 2 fets. 

David Graeme of Orchill, Efq; 

Henry Graeme, Efq; 2 fets. 

John Galbreath of Balgare, -Efq; 

Library of the Univerfity of Glafgow. 


i, 
The right hon. Earl of Hyndford. 
Countefs of Hyndford. 
Earl of Haddington. 
Earl of Holderneffe. 
Earl of. Home. 
The-hon. James Hamilton, ‘Efq; 
Charles: Hamilton of Wifhaw, Efq; 
Lady Hamilton of Rofechall. 
Henry Hamilton, Efg; Londonderry. 
Robert Haldane of Glenegy, Efq; 
Patrick Haldane, Efq; 
Capel Hanbury, Efq; 
Jonas Hanway, E{q; 
Alex. Hay of Drummedllier, Ef; 
Will. Hay, junr. of Drummellier, Efg; 
Rev. Mr. Harden, 
John Hardman of Manchefter, 
George Hay of St, Petersburg. 
George Gottfried Harenfeller of -St. 
Petersburg. ; 
Rev. Dr. Harrifon of C.:C. C.. Oxford. 
William Havard.of London. 
The hon, Dr. Hay. 
John Hay of Belton, Efq; 


William Heron, Efq; 
James Henckell, Efq; London. 
Rev. Mr. Humphrey Henchman. 
Sir Robert Henderfon of Fordell, Bart. 
Thomas Hepburn, merchant in Edinb. 
Patrick Heron of Heron, Efq; 
Richard Hoare of Boreham, Efq; 
William Hog and fon, of Edinburgh. 
William Hope Wier, Efq; 
Edmund Holme of Manchefter. 
Charles Grave Hudfon, F. R..S. 
William Hudfon, F.R. S. 

Haldane, junr, of Lanerk, Elg; 
Robert Hudfon, Efq; 


7 + 
Archibald Ingram, Efq; prefent Lord 
-Provoft of Glafgow. 
James Jackfon, merchant of St, Peters- 
burgh. 
William Johnfton..of London. 


Robert Kennedy of Aughtefardel, Efq; 


_James Kennedy of Kayly, Efq; 


Thomas Kennedy, junr. of Denure,Efq; 


Kincaid and Bell, bookfellers in Edin- 


burgh, °6 fets. 
E, King, Efq; of Lincoln’s Inn, . 
Marfden Kenyon of Manchefter, 
John Kincaid of Kincaid, Efq; 
Mr. Geo. Kippen, merchant in Glafgow. 
Henry Klaufing of St. Petersburg, mer- 
chant. 
Sir Wyndham Knatchbull, Bart. 
Thomas Knight, Efg; 


The right-hon. Earl of Leven. 

William Lenox of Woodhead, .Efgs 

T. Llewellin, L..L. D. 

W. J..Liebman, London. 

Sir David Lindfay, Bart. 

William Loch, writer, of Edinburgh. - 
Library 
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Library of Liverpool. 

John’Lockhart of Lee, Efq; 

James Livingfton, writer at Falkirk, 

‘Thomas Lockhart, Efq; 

Theodore Luders, Efq; counfellor of 
‘the embafly from the court of Ruffia. 

Revd. Mr. Jonathan Lypeatt, of Borin- 
«ger, Effex. 

John Lenox, Efq; 

‘Gilbert Laing, merchant in St, Peters- 
burg. 

His ferene highnefs Prince Charles of 
Mecklenburgh-Strelitz. 

His ferene highnefs Prince Erneft of 
Mecklenburgh-Strelitz. 

His grace the Duke of Montrofe, 6 fets. 

The right hon. Earl of Marchmont. 

‘The right hon. Earl of Macclesfield. 
Pk. S$. 

Whe right hon, Earl Marefchal. 

The right hon. Lady Mansfield. 

Righ. hon. and rev. Bifhop-of Meath. — 

The Laird of M*‘Farlane. 

Dr. M‘Farlane,- of Edinburgh. 

Dr. M‘Farlane, jun. of Edinburgh. 

William M‘Farlane, ‘Efq; of Aymouth. 

Robert Mackye, Efq; of London, 4 fets. 

Ebenezer M‘Culloch of Edinburgh. 

Norman M‘Leod of M‘Leod, Eiq; 

Library of Manchefter. 

Robert M‘Nair of Falkirk. 

Robert M‘SQueen, Efq; advocate. 

Arthur Maifter, merchant of St. Peters- 
burg. 

George M‘Dougal of Makerfton, Efq; 

Sir William Maxwell of Springkell, Bart. 

Sir James M°Donald, Bart. 

John Major, Efq; of London. 

. Marks, Efg; of London. 

Lafcells Metcalf, Efq; of London. 

Robert Menzies of Coulterhall, Efq; 

Michael Miller, Efq; of Briftol. 

John Mifenor, Efq;. of London. 

~> Vou. IL, 


Richard Milles, Efq. 

John Mills of London. 

George Middleton of Seaton, Efq; 

John Moor of Falkirk. 

Dr. Mounfey, late director general of 
medicine in Ruffia. 

Sir Roger Moftyn, Bart. 

John Moor, Efq; rear-admiral. 

Henry Moor, Efq; of Jamaica. 

David Moncrief, Efq; deputy remem- 
brancer of the exchequer, Scotland. 

James Montgomery, Efq; one of his 
Majefty’s follicitors general. 

James Moor, L. L. D.profeffor of Greek 
in the Univerfity of Glafgow. 

William Murray of Touchadam, Efq; 

Ja. Murray, Efq; 

John Muirhead, Efg; of Gorbals. 

The reverend Dr. Mufgrave, provoft of 
Chrift’s-coll. Oxford. ; 

Henry Muilman, E{q; of London, | 

Monro of Auchinbowie, Efq; 

Mr. George Muirhead,-profeffor of Hu- 
manity in the Univerfity of Glafgow. 

James Mathias, Efqg; of London. 

James Marray of Abercairn, Efq; 

Anthony Murray of Dollerie, Efq. 

Alexander Munro, merchant in Glafgow, 

Mere of Leckie, Efq; 


N, 

The right hon. Lord Napier. 

The rev. Mr. William Nairn, M. A.-of 
Poole. 

John Napier of Bolikinrene, Efg; 

Lt. Colonel William Napier, 2 fets. 

Mifs Jenny Napier. 

Doétor Napier of London. 

Sir James Nailmith of Poffo, Bart. 

Robert Nettleton, Efq; governor of the 
Ruflia company. 

Nathaniel Newberry, merchant of Lon- 
‘don, 2 fets. 

John Nourfe, King’s bolts Lond. 

b James 
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James Norman, Efq; London. 
Henry Norris, Ef{g;. London. 
Wm. Northey, Efq; Grovefnor-fquare. . 
Lt. John Napier of Craiganet. 


Houlton, Stewart Nicolfon, of. Carnock,. 


Efg; 
©. 
The right hoa. Earl of Orford.. 
Archibald Ogilvie of Rothemay,, Efq,. 
Charles, O-Hara, Efq; of Dablia. 
Leak Okeover of Okeover,, Bigs Staf- 
ford-fhire. 


George Ouchterlony, Efq. of London.. 


Library of €. C..C.. Oxfords 


P. 
The right hon. Lord Chief Juttios Sir 
Charles Pratt. 
David, Paterfon of Bannockburn, Efg;. 
Robert Patrick, Efq;. of. Dublin, 
Doctor Park of Kilmarnock. . 
Thomas Penn, Efg; of London, 6 fets, 
The right-hon. Lady. Juliana, Penn. 
Mifs Penn. 
Richard Penn, Efgs. - 
Rev. Roger Pettyward, Ds D: 
Richard Pennant, Efq;. 
George Peters, Efq;. of London. 
Mrs. Pickard of Edmonton, 
William Pickance of Liverpool. 
Thomas Phipps, Efq; 
Charles Pinfold, Efq; , 
M. de Plefcheoff, counfellor to the-court 
of Ruffia 
Thomas Plummer, Efq; 
Honourable-Ifabella Powlett. 
David Powell, jun. Efq; 
William Palmer of London, 


R, 
The moft. noble Marquis: of Rockin- 
gham, 
The right rev, Zachary, Bifhop of, Ro- 
chefter. 


David Rae, advocate. 

Robert Ramfay, M. D. Edinburgh... 

John Ramfay of Ouchtertyre, Rigs ° 

James Robertfon,, Efqs, 

Charles Rogers, Efg. F.R. S. 

William: Roberton, merchant of Glaf-- 
gow, 

Robert Rollo, fheriff-clerk of Clackman-~- 
nan,. . 

Lt. Colonel William, Roy. 

The rev. Mr. James Roy. 

John Lockhart Rofs of Balnagown, ae ; 
3 fets. 


_ Andrew Reed,, Efqs: of London. 


John: Renton: of Blackader, Efgg. 

James Reed of Briftol. 

Jeremiah; Redwood, Efq; 

Sir Thomas Reeve, Kut. 

John Van, Rixtel, Efq; of London’. 

David Rofs, advocate. 

Archibald Rofs, merchant St. Peters+- 
burg. 

Dr. William Robertfon, Edinburgh, . 

Ruhh, Efg; : 

Alexander Ruffel of Stirling. 

Archibald Roberton, jun. of Bedlay;E{q; : 

Lonentz Baftian: Ritter; merchant, Ste 
Peter{burg.. 

Jacob Rigail, merchant, St, Peterfburg,. 

Mr. James Rannie, merchant in Leith, ° 


S. 

Her grace the Dutchefs. dowager af So-- 
merfet. 

The right hon, the Earl of Suffolk. 

The alti Earl.of Sutherland, 

The right hon, Lord Vifcount Spencer;. 

The right hon, Lady Vifcountefs. Spen-- 
cer. 

Honourable George Sinclair of Wood- 
hall, fenator of the College of Juf- 
tice: A 

Honourable Mrs. Southwell. 


Sir William Saint Quintin,: Bart. 


. Andrew 
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“Andrew Saint Clare of Hermifton, Efg; 
‘Robert Salifbury, Efg; of London. 
‘Henry Saxby, Efg; of London. » 
‘Sir John Sebright, Bart. 
Hugh Seton of Touch, Efq; 
Roger Sedgewick, M. D. of Manchefter. 
Dottor Schomberg. 
“George L. Scott, Efq; commiffioner of 
excife. 
‘Henry Shiffner of Pontrylas, Efq; 
Mrs. Shiffher of Pontrylas. 
Walter Sharp, Ff{q; of London, .3 fets. 
Mrs. Shaw of Chifhunt. 
‘Henry Sharp of Bermondfey, Efg; 
William Sloane, Efg; of London. 
Morgan Smith, Efg; of Briftol. 
“Charles Smith, Efq; of Bulogn. 
John Smith of Buchanan. 
John Smith, fellow commoner of Mag- 
dalen college, Oxford. . 
William Somervil, writer in Glafgow. 
Jofeph South, Efq; 
‘Edward Southwell, Efq; 
James Sperling, Efq; of London. 
‘Charles Spence, Efq; Lendon. 
Harry Spencer, Efq; 
john Ruffel Spence, Efq; 
John Spencer, Efq; 
Archibald Stirling of Keir, Efq; 
‘Sir James Stirling of Glorat, Bart. 
Lady Stirling of Glorat, 2 fets. 
Sir William Stirling of Ardoch, Bart. 
James Stirling of Calder, Efq; 
Alexander Stirling, Efq; of St. Albans. 
William Stirling, Efq; 
‘Tho. Stephens, merchant in St. Peters- 
burg. 
Andrew Stalker, bookfeller, Glafgow. 
William Stewart, writer in Edinburgh. 
‘Sir Archibald Stuart of Caftlemilk. 
John Struther, brewer in Glafgow. 
‘George Stonehoufe, Efq; of Standon, 
Wilts. 
' Dr. Charles Stuart of London, 3 fets, 


Alexander Sutherland of Woodend, Efgs 
Daniel Swaine of Laverington, Efq; 
Catnbridge-fhire. 
The rev. Mr. James Stodart, minifter of 
Kirkintilloch. . 
Swaffham Book-club. 
Dr. Matthew Stuart, Prof. M. Edinb. 
Samuel Swallow, Efq; conful general itz 
Ruffia. 
John Syme, writer to the Signet. 
Walter Syme, merchant at Carroh fhore, 
Walter Sim, merchant in Bothkennar. 
William Steel, merchant in Glafgow. 
Dr. Walter Stirling of Stirling. 
Captain Thomas Stirling. 
William Stirling ef Northifide, Efg; 
James Saffre, merchantin St.Petersburg. 
Mr. James Simfon, merchant in Glafg, 
Adam Smith, L. L. D. profeffor of Moral 
Philofophy in the Univerfity of Glaf- 
gow. 


James Stirling, Efos agent for thé Scots- 


mining company at Leadhills. 
Alexander Stevenfon, Efq; clerk to the 
commiflariot, Glafgow. 
ae 


“The right hon, Lord Torphichen. 


John Thornton, Efq; of London, 2 fets. 
Sir Peter Thompfon of Poole, Knt. 
Andrew Thomfon, Efq; of London. 
John Thomfon, Efq; of Edinburgh. 
Alexander Thomfon of Edinburgh. 


Peter Thompfon of Bermondfey, Efg; 


Capt. William Thornton. 

Sir Clement Trafford of Dunton-hall, 

Lady Trafford of Dunton-hall. 

Robert Tracy, Efq; 

The rev. Dr. Tracy, fellow of All-fouls, 
Oxford. 

Henry Tuckfield. 


‘Godfrey Thornton, merchant, St. Pe- 


tersburg. 
Uz. 


Robert Urie, printer at Glafgow. 


‘b 2 V. Mrs, 
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rie ¥. 

Mrs. Vandewall of Greenwich. 

Honourable James Veitch of Elliock, fe- 
nator of the College of Juftice. 

James Vere, fen. 

John Vere of Stonebyres, Efq; 

Mifs Vere of Stonebyres. 

William Vigor of Taplow, Efq; 

Mrs, Vigor of Taplow. 

Benjamin Vigor, Efq; 

Allen Vigor, of Manchefter. 

North Vigor, M. D.. 

W.. 

The right hon. Earl of Winchelfea. 

The right hon. Lord Willoughby of 
Parham, F. R. S. 

The right hon. Lady Charlotte Went- 
worth. 

His excellency Count de. Woronfoff, 3 
fets. ) 

William Wallace of Cairnhill, Efq;. 

John: Watcot, Efq; 
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[N my youth I had a ftrong defire of feeing foreign 
parts; to fatisfy which inclination, after having ob= 
tained, from fome perfons of worth, recommendatory 
letters to Doétor aresxine, chief phyfician and privy- 
counfellor'to the Czar perer the Firft; F embarked ac 
LONDON, in the month of July 1714, on board the pro- 
SPERITY Of RAMSGATE, Capt. EMERSON, for ST. PETERS 
BurG. On my arrival there, I was received by Doétor 
ARESKINE in a very. friendly manner; to whom I cont 
| municated, 
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‘municated ‘my intentions of feeking an opportunity of 
‘vifiting fome parts of asIA, at leaft thofe parts which ~ 
border on russta. Such an opportunity foon prefent- 
ed itfelf, on occafion of an embafly, then preparing, 
from his Czarifh Majefty to the Sophy of Persia. 


ARTEMY PETROVICH VALENSKY, a gentleman of a 


family of diftinétion, and a-captain of the guards, was 


appointed ambaflador by his Majefty. Upon his no- 
mination, he applied to Do¢tor ARESKINE to re- 


commend a perfon, who had fome knowledge in. phy- 


fic and {furgery, to go, in his fuite, in the embafly. As 
I had employed fome part of my time in thofe ftu- 


dies, the Doctor recommended me; which he did in fo 


cordial a manner, as produced to me, from the am- 


baflador, many marks of friendfhip and regard, which 
fubfifted not only during the journey, but alfo conti- 
nued, from that time, to the end of his days. The 
Doétor, at the fame time, recommended me to the col- 
lege of foreign affairs at st. PETERSBURG, by whom I 
was engaged in the fervice of peTEeR the Firft. 

Having acquainted: the reader with the manner of 
my entering on the travels, which are the principal 
fubject of the following fheets, I fhall take the liberty 
to fay, that I have, through the whole, given the ob- 

} fervations, 
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fervations, which then appeared to me worth remark- 
ing; without attémpting to embellifh:them; by taking 
any of the liberties: of exaggeration, or invention; fre- 
quently imputed: to travellers. 

I took notes of the fubjeét of the fothowihas trea- 
tife, by way of diary, from time to time, during the- 
eourfe of my travels; mtending nothing further, ac 
that time, than: to keep them as helps to my memio- 
ry, that F might, as occafion-offered, communicate, in: 
converfation with my friends, what I had: obferved: 
worth remarking ;. and that | might be capable of giv- 
ing information to-others, who might be defirous of it,. 
on their being: to: make’ the fame journies. 

About four years: ago; fpending fome days atv the 
Houfe of a Right Homourable, and moft honoured, 
Friend, the fubje& of my travels took up a great: part’ 
of our converfation;, during which, upor his enquiring 
occafionally, whether [had taken any notes-of thé pla-- 
ces, &c. through which I had paffed in my feveral’ jour-- 
nies, and, upom my anfwering.in the affirmative, he was. 
pleafed:to take fome pains:to engage me to promife that” 
would collect my notes:andi obfervations, and form: 
them into journals, as complete as the time clapfed. 
would admit, and communicate them to the world,- 

Ie: 
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It was not without reluctance that I fet about this 
work; which, had I thought it worth the public's ac- 
ceptance and perufal, I would have done long ago. 
Such as it is, I now offer it to them; and flatter myfelf, 
(with hopes at leaft,) that the plainnefs of ftyle, in 
which it is wrote, will be of no prejudice to it with 
candid readers, who may find in it fome things new, 


and of which they would chufe to be informed. 


In regard to the tranflation of Mr. de Lance's Jour- 


nal, I have given it for two reafons; firft, becaufe it 


continues the negociation begun by Mr. de tsmay- 
LoFF, in the courfe of which Mr. de LANGE fur- 
nifhes the reader with a diftiné detail of the manner 
of tranfacting affairs with the minifters of ftate, of 
their chicaneries, &c. at the court of PEKIN. Second- 
ly, becaufe I do not apprehend it hath ever appeared 
in the ENGLIsH language; at leaft, I have made what 
enquiries I could, to find if it had been tranflated, 
which have been all fruitlefs. | 

As I well knew the worthinefs and integrity of Mr. 
de LANGE, and am fully perfuaded that his Journal was 
genuine, though perhaps obtained furreptitioufly by the 
editor, I have clofed the tranflation. with the end of 
Mr. de LANGEs Journal, on his arrival at sELINGIN- 


SKY 
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sky on the frontiers of s1BERIA; having omitted an ad- 
dition to it, made by the editor, of the trade and 
monies of cHINA; concerning which, the editor, when 
he enters upon it, acquaints the reader that he had not 
the means neceflary for fufficient information. For the 
reft, the tranflation 1s juft, as may be feen by compar- 
ing ic with the original. 


ANTERMONY, 
October 1ft, 1762. 


JOHN BELL. 
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amounting in all to above one hundred perfons; befides a troop of twenty- 


five dragoons for our efcort, from asTRACHAN to ISPAHAN. 
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From sT. PETERSBURG fo CASAN. 


N the fifteenth of July, 1715, I fet out from 

ST. PETERSBURG, in company with Meflieurs 
_VENIGERKIND, DE VILLETTE, and KURDEFFSKY. 
That city, which has fince grown fo confiderable, 
was then in its infancy, having been founded, ten 
or eleven years before, by that truly great man PE- 
TER the Firft, to whom no undertaking feemed dif- 
ficult.» | 

Sr. PETERSBURG is fituated in fixty degrees north 
latitude, partly on the continent of INGRIA and 
CARELIA, and partly on different iflands formed by 
the river NEVA which difcharges itfelf, by four 
channels, into the GuLF of FINLAND, 2 little be- 
A 2 low 
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cHaAp. 1.low the city. It is defended by a ftrong caftle, buile 
1715+ with ftone and brick, inacceflible to fhips of force, 
iY there being but eight feet water on the bar. As. 
the Czar had determined to form a city all-at once,. 
and not to truft to time for the growth of a place 
which he had chofen for the feat of government, 
he affembled inhabitants from every province of his. 
empire, and allured f{trangers from moft parts of 
EUROPE; fo that the place was even well peopled, 
and had not the appearance of a city fo lately 
founded. | 

The adjacent country is generally covered with 
woods, confifting of various kinds of pines, birch, 
alder, afpine, and other trees natural to the north- 
ern climates. 

To the fouthward, efpecially alone the fhore to- 
wards PETERHOFF, the country in fummer is very’ 
pleafant, with country-feats, corn-fields, and mea- - 
dows inter{perfed. 

The river NeEvA falls out of the Lapoca Lake- 
at SLUSSELBURG, a ftrong caftle, about fixty verft 
above st. PETERSBURG. It is a noble ftream of 


clear, wholelome water, with this peculiar quality 


thac 
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that it is feldom muddy. It contains a great va-cHAP.1. 
riety of excellent fifh, which fupply the market ye 
the year, and is navigable to the Lapoca by flat- 
bottomed veflels. 

The woods on each fide are ftored with game; 
fuch as hares, which are white as fnow in winter, 
and turn brown in fummer; wild-deer, bears and 
wolves; the laft are fo bold that I have known them, 
in the night-time, carry off a dog from a man’s foot, 
in crofling the river on the ice. There are alfo elks 
about the Lake of tapoca. As for wild-fowl, few: 
places can boaft of greater variety. The chief are 
thefe; the urhaan, called in FRENCH cog limoge; this 
bird is black, with beautiful red ftreaks abouc ‘its: 
head and eyes. The cock is about the fize of a 
turkey; the hen is lefs and of a brown colour: The: 
heath-cock, in FRENCH cog de bruiere, of the fame: 
colour and marks. as the former, but not fo large.. 
The partridge, which the rrenci call gifinot.. Thefe 
three kinds perch on trees;. and in winter feed on: 
fir-cops, and on crane-berries, which they {crape from 
under the fnow. There is alfo found here the com- 


mon. ENGLISH. partridge; ic is however but rare.. 
7 . ee ‘ 


The 
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cuap.1. The tarmachan, a bird well known in the northern 


1715. 
ANY 


» 


parts of ENGLAND, and in scOTLAND, are here in 
plenty. . 

As foon as the ice goes off in the fpring, vaft 
flocks of water-fowl come hither from the casPiAN 
Sea, and other fouthern regions, to hatch. ‘Thefe 
confift of fwans, geefe, a variety of wild-ducks, 
teal, &c. | 

Snipes and wood-cocks breed here, many of which 
are catched by the russians, who are excellent 
fifhers and f{port{men. 

From sT. PETERsBURG we directed our courfe 
along the weftern bank of the neva, till we came 
to the brick-works. The weather being very hot’ 
we halted here a few hours, and in the evening 
purfued our journey to a fmall river which falls into 
the Neva, about thirty verft above sT. PETERSBURG. 
At this place we let our horfes go to grafs, and- lay 


in our waggons till the morning, but were much mo- 


-lefted by the gnats and muskitos. 


Next morning we continued our journey and paf- 
fed a village called 1sHoR«, where the inhabitants 
{peak a language, and wear a drefs different from 


the 
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the russian, though they profefs the fame GREEK cHaP.1. 
religion. It is probable they are the defcendants of 1715+ 
a colony, formerly brought hither, from fome of the 
provinces of LIVONIA. we 

Next day we came to the VOLCHOVA, a great 
river iffuing from a lake called inmen, not far dif 
tant from the city. of Novocorop, which difcharges 
itfelf into the rapoca. Here we left our horfes, 
and, putting our waggons and carriages on board 
barques, went up the river, ufing oars or fails, by 
turns, as neceflity obliged us. ‘The banks of the 
VOLGHOVA are covered with many villages, and 
fruitful corn-fields, intermixed with natural woods. 
We found, as we went along, plenty of fifh, and. 
-,country provifions. 

The 19th, we arrived at NovOGOROD. VELIKOT, 
or the GREAT NovocoroD, fo called’ to diftinguifh 
it from many leffer towns of the fame name. This. 
city ftands about two hundred verft fouth eaft from. 
PETERSBURG. The votcHova runs through the 
middle of it, over which there is a wooden bridge 
defended by a fortrefs. ‘There are many well built. 
churches in the town; and a great number of mona-. 

fleries:: 
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cHap.1.fteries in the neighbourhood, pleafantly fituated, . 

_ 1715 which form a very agreeable profpect. It was for- 

merly a place of great note, but is now much de- 

cayed. Here is an archbifhop who enjoys a very 
confiderable revenue. , 

July 22d, having put our carriages on board ano- 

ther barque, we failed up the river to the Lake 11- 

MEN; and, leaving it on our right hand, entered a 

{mall river called msta, and at night came to BRU- 

NiTz, a large village, thirty verft from Novocorop. 

Here we difcharged our boats; and, having procured 

horfes, we proceeded next morning thirty verft to 

the village of zayrzorr, from thence to KRASNY- 

sranky, and then to KrEsTITsky, where we chang- 

ed horfes, with which we travelled to yASHILBITZA, .« 

Here begin the vaLpay-HILLs, which run to a great 

diftance from eaft to weft; but are only about twen- 

ty or thirty verft broad. They are moftly covered 

with wood. We came next to the town of vaL- 

DAY; this place is pleafantly fituated at the foot 

of the hills, adjoining to a large lake of the fame 

name, in the middle of which is an ifland, whereon 


{tands amonaftery. The country in the neighbour- 
hood 
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hood is hilly, but not mountainous, exhibiting acuap. 1. 
beautiful variety of plain and rifing grounds. Weel 

‘The next ftage is zimocory, and after that visu- 
NOY-VOLOTZOKE. Here is a canal of confiderable 
‘extent, cut by PETER the firft, which opens a com- 
munication, by water, from. sT. PETERSBURG to all 
the places on the votea, and many other parts of 
RUSSIA; and proves a great encouragement to trade, 
and very advantageous to the merchant, in fuch ex- 
tenfive tracts of land. 

Next day we came to TorsHoak, a {mall town. 

The 29th we arrived at TWEER, a populous and 
trading town, defended by a caftle; it is the capital 
‘of a province, and a bifhop’s feat. It derives its 
name from.a rivulet in the neighbourhood, called 
TWEERTZA, and ftands-on the banks of the famous’ 
river VOLGA: 
' The vozea, known formerly by the name of 
pHa, has its fource not far to the weftward of 
TWEER. Ata fmall diftance from the fource of 
the votcGa, two other noble rivers take their rife; 
the DNIEPER, Or BORYSTHENES, which runs into the 

Vout. L jl B BLAGK — 
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CHAP. 1.BLACK Sea at oTZzAKOF; and the puINA, which falls. 
1715- into the BALTIC at RIGA. 

OOS The VOLGA, after vifiting in its courfe to the 
fouth eaft many. fruitful countries, difcharges itfelf 
into the casptan Sea, about fixty verft below a- 
STRACHAN; and, in all this long courfe, there is noc 
a fingle cataract to. interrupt the navigation. As to. 
fifh, no river in the world can afford greater variety,, 
better of their kind, nor in larger quantities 

Here we tafted the fterlett, a filh much and gene- 
rally efteemed, 1 1s of the fturgeon kind, but feldom. 
grows above thirty inches long. Ic is found in other- 
rivers of russia; but the voica produces the beft: 
and in greateft plenty. "Fhe caviare, or fpawn, is- 
very good to cat raw, after being cleaned and dref- 
fed. I never could find a fifherman who had feen: 
their fry. 

The fame day, having changed’ horfes, we pro-. 
eceded on our journey to GoropNA, a large village, 
on the weft bank of the vores. ‘From this place. 
is {een a charming landskip, containing. a; full view: 
of the windings of that river. : 

rom hence, after pafling many villages, we came: 

tOr 
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*O KLEEN a pretty large town, and the laft ftlage tocuap. 1. 
mosco. ‘The country between KLEEN and mosco !/15- 
is pleafant, having many tufts of wood, of unequal 
bignefs, fcattered among the corn-fields, that con- 
tribute to beautify the country, which had no great 
appearance of fertility. 
About feven verft from mosco we paffed through 
a large village, called rse-swarzky, inhabited by 
Chriftians of the Eaftern church, named cGrorci- 
ANS; their ancient country was GURGISTAN, now 
‘one of the northerly provinces of persia; they were 
‘driven from their native country by the perfecution 
of the Persians; and flying into Russia, they there 
found an hofpitable reception, many of them being 
‘employed in the fervice of the Emperor. 

From this place there is a view of the city mos- 
-co, and, at this diftance, few cities in the world 
make a finer appearance; for it ftands on a rifing 
ground, and contains many ftately churches and mo- 
nafteries, whofe fteeples and cupolas are generally 
covered either with copper gilt, or tin plates, which 
thine like gold and filver in the fun. 

Auguft 2d we arrived at the city of mosco. I 


5-2 have 
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cHap. 1.have omitted the names and diftances of many in: 
1715: confiderable places, through which we paffed, let it- 
fuffice, that the diftance between sT. PETERSBURG 
and mosco is about feven hundred and thirty verft; 
and although the hot weather detained us long on 
the road, in winter the journey is eafily performed: 
with {ledges in three days. 

On the roth of Auguft, my friends, Meflieurs. 
LANGE. and Girvan, arrived here in their way to. 
CHINA, on a meflage from the Czar to the Emperor 
of cHina. The firft was a sweEpDe, and the other a- 
phyfician, from the county of AIR IN SCOTLAND. 

.We ftayed in mosco about three weeks, having 
many things to prepare for fo long a journey. This. 
city, ftanding on an eminence; as was already obfer-. 
ved, commands an extenfive profpect of a-fine plain. 
country, adorned with woods and clumps of trees,. - 
monatteries and gentlemens feats. ‘The river mos-. 
co runs almoft through it, which, emptying itfelf- 
into the voLea, preferves a communication with all» 
the fouthern parts of russta, and even with persia. » 
From thefe advantages in fituation, this place is. 


very 
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very convenient for trade, which flourifhes heré tocwar. 1. 
a confiderable degree. E75: 
The city is fortified with a {trong brick-wall, Gi | 

led BELIGOROD, having embrafures and a ditchz. 
Within this is another wall, called xiraycorop.. 

This laft inclofes what is called the crimLIN, in 

which is the old imperial palace, compounded of a 
number of buildings, added to one another at diffe- 

rent times. Some of the apartments are very fpaci- 

ous; particularly that called) GRANAVITAPALLATA,. 
where audience was. given to foreign ambafladors ;. 
adjoining to the palace are many edifices, where were: 

held the courts of juftice. Here alfo ftands.a lofty, 
tower, wherein is hung the largeft bell in. the world,. 
called IVAN VELEKE, weighing about ten. thoufand: 
poods; which, reckoning each pood at near thirty-fix 
pounds eNcuisu, will amount to about. an hundred: 

and fixty tun weight. Befides thefe; there is a ca-. 
thedral church, and an arfenal, well furnithed with: 

brafs cannon; mortars and other warlike ftores. Be-- 

yond the brick-walls, already mentioned, there is 
an.earthen one, of great circumference, round the: 


whole;; 
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cHap.1.whole; and without this the fuburbs alfo are very 


1715+ extenfive. | 


The great plenty of provifions in this place fur- 
prized me not a little; I found here fruits of diffe- 
rent kinds, which I did not expect, particularly ex- 


cellent melons, and arboozes, or water-melons. 


Auguft the 21ft we fhipped our baggage on board 
fix {mall barques, adapted by their con{truction, ei- 


ther for fails or oars, as fhould be moft convenient, 


and fell down the river. The ambaflador only re- 


mained at mosco waiting for fome difpatches from 
court. In the evening we pafled KOLUMINSKA, a 
village pleafantly fituated on the fouth fide of the 
mosco river, near which is a large country-houfe, 
with gardens, and orchards, belonging to the court. 

Ostober 3d we came to coLumNa, a fortified 
town. Next day, the wind being favourable, we 
hoifted fail, and, after going about three verit, en- 
tered the river oKA, into which the mosco falls and 
lofes its name. ‘The oxa rifes in the uxratin, and 
runs to the foutheaft; it contains a great quantity 
of water, and is navigable very far up the country. — 

The 9th we arrived at PERESLAVE-RESANSKY, a 


large 
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Targe town to the left, firuated about a verft from cuap. 1. 
the river oxa, it is the feat of an archbifhop, and 1715: 
YY 
the country around 1s very fruitful in corn. 

The 16th we came to Kassimova, formerly the 
refidence of a TARTAR Prince, but the family is now: 
converted to CHRISTIANITY, and retains only the old: 
name of KASSIMOFSKY GZAREVITZ ‘The place is at: 
prefent inconfiderable. There are ftill here a few’ 
MAHOMETAN TARTARS who are allowed the free- 
exercife of their religion, and have a fmall oratory.. 

i accompanied our. interpreter to vilit one of them,. 
an old acquaintance of his. He was a very decent: 
man; we faw a horfe newly killed, which they in-- 
eended to eat.. “hey prefer this kind of food to 
beef, and invited us to fhare their repaft, which we- 
declined; pretending we had not time. 

~The 17th we left xasstmova, and the 21{t ar- 
rived at MURUM, a pretty large town, and a. bifhop’s. 
fee. The country produces plenty of corn. About. 
this place there are a few. idolatrous. TarTars, who. 
live in little dirty cottages; thinly fcattered. “They 
are a very fimple and harmlefs people. How or when. 


they fettled here is.not known... 
"Ebe- 
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cHikintd orl he eodiwe pafled a large village, called pauto- 


1715: vo-pEREVOz, the property of. Prince TzERHASKoY. 


Its fituation is on the fouth fide of the river. Here 
the banks are much higher than above this place. 

We came the 23d to NISHNA-NOVOGOROD, a 
ereat town, defended by a caftle, ftanding on the 
high banks of the oxa, oppofite to where it lofes 
itfelf in the vorca, which now forms a mighty 
ftream. | 

The following day we dined at the governor's, 
where I faw General crevrz, and feveral other 
SWEDISH officers, who had been taken prifoners at 
potrava, and lived here at large. 

The 25th we failed from nisHNa, and foon en- 
tered the votca. ‘The wind being northerly we run 
along at a great rate; but in the night the river was 
fuddenly filled with floating ice, which drove us on 
a fand bank, where we lay aground that night and 
all the next day; however, after much labour and 
fatigue, we got clear, although the floating ice full 
continued. At laft the wind changed to the fouth, 
and the weather turned milder, which enabled us to 


purfue our voyage. 


We 
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‘We next paffed vasity-corop, and then Kosmo- cHap.1. | 
DEMINNSKO, {mall towns, both on the right. od 

‘November 3d we came to ZABACK-ZAR, a pretty” © ~ 
large town, on the fame hand. 

In this country are caught the beft and largeft 

faulcons in the world, much efteemed for their 
ftrength and beauty; particularly by the rurxs and 
PERSIANS, who purchafe them very dear. ‘The rus- 
stANs take few young hawks from the nett, prefer- 
ring the old ones, which they man very dextroufly 
to fly at fwan, goofe, crane, or heron. ‘The Tar- 
Tars fly them at antelopes and hares. I have feen 
them take a wild-duck out of the water, when no- 
thing of her could be perceived but the bill, which 
_ fhe was obliged to put up for air. Some of them are 
as white as a dove. The manner of catching them 
is very fimple. They erect a tall pole upon a hill, . 
free from wood, on a bank of the river, near which is 
placed a day-net; under the net fome fimall birds are 
faftened by a cord, which the hawk-catcher pulls to 
make them flutter, on the appearance of the hawk, 
who obferving his prey firft perches on the pole, and 
when he ftoops to feize the birds, the perfon, who is 

Vou. I. AS . con- 
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cHap.1. concealed by the bufhes, draws the net and covers 
By D* bums 


The 4th, we paffed kay-corop, and the 5th, 
switassky, the firft on the left and the other on 
the right hand. This evening we arrived before the — 
town of cazAN, and hauled our boats into the 
mouth of a {mall river, from which the town has. 
its name, called cazanKa. We intended to conti- 
nue our voyage dire€tly to asTRAGHAN; but, before 
we had made the neceflary preparations at cazaNn, 
the winter fet in, and on the 6th of September the 
votca was filled with floating ice. This deter- 
mined us to winter at that place. We therefore 
unloaded the boats, and came to the city, where we 


were hofpitably received by the governor. 


Core Aerie TENE IT. 


Occurrences during our flay at CAZAN; Our journey thence te 


ASTRACHAN. 


AZAN is about feven hundred and thirty five 
verft from mosco by land, but much more by 
water. It is fituated about five verft to the north of 
the 
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the voiea, on a high bank of the rivulet cazaNKA, CHAP. UL. 
which is navigable from this place to the river..' The 1715: 
town is {trong by fituation, and defended by a caftle, | 
fortified with walls of brick. Within the citadel are 
the cathedral church, the palaces of the archbifhop 
and governor, and the apartments for the courts of 
juftice. The town is fenced with a ditch and pali- 
fades. [he fuburbs are inhabited chiefly by mecha- 
nics, except a {treet or two poffefled by MaHOMETAN 
TARTARS, the pofterity of the ancient-natives. ‘They 
live very decently, have the free exercife of their re- 
ligion, and many other privileges. Some of them 
are very rich by the trade they carry on to TURKEY, 
_ persia, and other places. | 

Cazan was anciently the capital of a part of TarR- 
‘rary, and the feat of government,. where the royal 
family refided. It was taken from the Tarrars by 
Czar IVAN VASILOVIZ, in the year fifteen hundred 
and fifty two, in confequence whereof an extenfive 
country to the fouthward, eafily fell into his hands. 
_ The conquered Princes were converted to Chriftiani- 
ty, and had lands afligned them in their own coun- 
try, where the family full fubfifts. 

C2 The 
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The country adjacent is very pleafant and fertile; 
producing wheat, rye, barley, oats, and feveral kinds 
of pulfe. The woods to the fouth and weft confit 
of ftately oaks, fufficient to fupply all the navies in 
the world; and from hence st. PETERSBURG is abun- 
dantly furnifhed with timber, for all the purpofes 
of fhip-building, by an eafy conveyance, all the: 
way by water. [he woods to the north and eatt, 
which are of prodigious extent, confift of trees of 
all forts. 

In the fpring, when the fnow melts, the votca 
overflows all the low grounds, fometimes to a great 
diftance; the confequence ts the fame with that pro- 
duced in ecypt, by the inundations of the NILE; for 
the mud, carried down by the ftream, fertilizes the 
country to a great degree; fo that on the lands in 
the vorca, fome whereof are very large, and over- 
erown with tall trees, I have found plenty of excel- 
lent afparagus. 

Befides the fterlett there are plenty of fturgeon,. 
and a fifh about the fize and near the fhape of the 
largeft falmon, which is very delicious, and, for the 


whitenefs of its flefh, is called the white fith.. 


The 
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The woods afford abundance of game. And in cHap. 1. 


the {pring great numbers of water-fowl come hither 1715 
VN 


to hatch, from the caspian fea. At cAZAN we 
found good beef, mutton and tame poultry, and 
provifions of all kinds very reafonable. 

There 1s here a confiderable manufactory of rus- 
sia leather; the hides here being reckoned the beft 
in the empire. Great quantities of this leather are 
exported to LEGHORN, and other parts of EUROPE, 


and may be confidered among the ftaple commodi- 


ties of this country. The ftrong fmell of this leather. 
is acquired in the drefling;. for inftead of oil, com- 


mon in other places, they ufe a kind of tar, extra¢ct- 


ed by fire from the bark of the birch-tree; which in~ 
gredient the russes call deuggit, and which tree is: 


here in greater abundance than:in other parts of the: 


world; and then they. dye them with logwood. 


Befides the idolatrous Tarrars, formerly men- 


tioned, there are two pretty numerous tribes called. 


the TZERIMISH and. TzoowasH, they fpeak a lan- 
guage quite different from the MAHOMETAN TAR- 
Tars in thefe parts, who ufe a corrupted dialect of 


the araBic. "The manHomeTaAns likewife have fome 


learn-- 
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cHap.t. learning; but the TzERIMIsH and TzoowasH have 
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none. They have a tradition among them, that in 
LON y ad . 


former times they had a book of religion; but, as 


no body could read it, a cow came and {wallowed 


it. "They pay great veneration to a bull. From 
whence they came is unknown; but from their com- 
plexion, it is probable they are from asia. ‘They 
live by agriculture, and feem to be an inoffenfive 
kind of people. Their huntfmen offer in facrifice, 
to fome deity, the firft creature they catch. Hence 
fome curious men have imagined thefe people part 
of the ten tribes of the jews, expelled by sHatma- 


NEzER. I advance this only as a conjecture, which 


every reader may follow or not as he pleafes. 


By accident, I met with an ENGLISHMAN at this 
place. He was by trade a carpenter, and had been 
in the Russian fervice; but, being fufpected of de- 
ferting, he was condemned to banifhment, to this 
country, for a certain time: and, notwithftanding 
that was elapfed, the poor man, deprived of all 
means of afferting his liberty, remained ftill in the 
fame fituauon. He bought a TzeRIMIsH wife, from 
her father, for fix rubles, about thirty fhillings Ster- 


ling. 


TOO) ff Sit PYACH A AN, 


23 


ling.. He brought her to vific me. She was a wo- cpap. tr 


man of a chearful and open countenance, and dref- 1715: 


fed in the manner of her country; of which, for its 
fingularity, {hall give a fhort defcription. 

Her hair was plaiced round her head, in many 
locks, but that on the back part longer than the 
reft, at the end of which was tied a taffel of red filk, 
and in the middle a fmall round brafs bell; about 
her head was a fillet fec with {mall fhells, inftead of 


jewels, and hung all round with filver pence; above 


this was a piece of linen fo artfully plaited, and 
done up, that it looked like a grenadier’s cape; at 
the top was a filk taffel, with another brafs bell, 
which gingled as fhe turned her head.. The reft of 
her drefs was clean though homely, and the whole 
feemed becoming enough. 

I think the cold here is more intenfe than at sr. 


PETERSBURG, tho’ it is five or fix degrees farther 


fouth; m going about three miles from town, in a 


elear day, I had my face, fingers and toes frozen, 


notwithftanding I was not half an hour on the road. 


E applied the common cure, that is, rubbing the 
numbed. 
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cHap.u. numbed parts with fnow, which I found perfeétly 

LX, Hectual. ar; . 

December 24th our ambaffador arrived from 
mosco. At the fame time came an exprefs from 
court, with the important news of the crown Prin- 
cefs (as fhe was commonly called) being fafely de- 
livered of a fon, chriftened by the name of PETER. 
She died however foon after her delivery, univerfally 
lamented for her many rare and excellent virtues. 
She was of the WoLFFENBUTTLE family, and wife 
to ALEXY PETROVITz, the Czarevitz. Befides this 
young Prince, fhe left a Princefs called NaTattia. 
At cazan we found two swepisH generals, Ha- 

MILTON and RosEN, and many other officers of di- — 
ftinétion, taken prifoners at poLTava, who were no 
farther confined than by having a foldier of the gar- 
rifon to attend them at their lodgings; and, by the 
generofity of the governor, lived as eafily as circum- 
ftances would allow. ‘Thefe gentlemen were invited 
to all the public diverfions; and, by their polite and 
agreeable behaviour, contributed not a little to our 
pafling the winter with a good deal of pleafure, in 
fuch a remote part of the world. 


‘Upos 
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-- Upon the banks of the cazanxa ftands a mona- cwap. 1. 


tery, very pleafantly fituated. I accompanied our 
interpreter to vifit the abbot, who received us in a 
very friendly manner. ..He would not. however give 


the interpreter his blefling, nor admit him into the 


church, during divine fervice, unlefs he pulled off his’ 


wig. He, profefling the communion of the GREEK 
‘ehurch, expoftulated a little with the prieft, telling 
him that their learned bifhops ac mosco made no 
fuch fcruples. The abbot replied, that it was con- 
trary to the rules of difcipline, to allow any man te 
enter the church with his head covered. 
_ The time was now come when we expected to 
leave.cazaNn. Our boats were ready in the beginning 
‘of May, but the voiea was ftill fo high and rapid, 
that it was reckoned dangerous to proceed till the 
flood fubfided; for the force of the ftream frequent- 
ly carries veflels from their courfe into the woods, 
‘where the water retiring, leaves them on dry land. 
At laft, on the 4th of June, we left cazan in 
eight barques, and rowed down the river with great 
velocity. In the night one of our boats was driven 
‘by the rapidity of the current, among the woods, 
Vou. I. D and 
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cuap. u. and {tuck faft between two trees, up which the peo- 


: one ple climbed, being apprehenfive of danger. The 


confequence however was not fo fatal as the circum- 
{tances were alarming; for the veflel was got off next. 
day with inconfiderable damage. 

The 7th we paffed a fmall town called TeToosx, 
and the oth sinpirsky, precty large, and the capital 
ef a province of that name, both.to.the right. Sin- 


‘ pirsky is defended bya caftle. Near this place are: 


evident marks of camps and entrenchments, which 
I was told were the works of the great TARTAR ge- 
neral, called rimyRAK-SACK, Of LAME TIMYR, OF TA- 
MERLANE, who came to this place with a great ar- 
my; but being informed of an infurrection in his 
own country SAMARKANT, NOW BUCHARIA, returned 

home. en 
‘The roth we put off from sinsrrsxky with the 
wind contrary, which greatly retarded our progrefs. 
We paffed two hills, one of them exhibiting a very 
beautiful profpect, the other containing mines of ful- 
phur as clear as amber. ‘We paffed alfo a mound of 
fand, of confiderable bignefs, in the middle of a 
plain 
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plain, where they fay was buried a famous TARTAR CHAP. IL. 


prince called mamay. 

The 20th we arrived at the town of samara, fi- 
tuated to the left, in a fine plain. The place is but 
fmall, and fortified only with a ditch and palifades, 
with wooden towers at proper diftances, mounted 
with cannon, fufhcient to defend it againft the m- 
curfions of the rarTars, called KARA KALPACKS, of 
BLACK caps, who inhabit the deferc to the eaftward 
of this place. . 

This tribe of TarTaRs is not very confiderable, 


and when their chiefs are united, which feldom hap» 


pens, can fcarce ratfe above ten or twelve thoufand 
men, who are all mounted on horfe-back; becaufe, in 
their long marches to rob and plunder their neigh- 
bours, nothing but horfe could be of any ufe. They 
live always in tents, with their flocks, removing from 
place to place, as led by inclinatiom or neceflity. 
Their weapons are bows and arrows, and fabres; 
fome of them ufe fire-arms. While we were at sa- 
maRA, the inhabitants were alarmed with the ap» 
proach of two or three thoufand of thefe people, 
who encamped about three miles diftant. From 
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éuap.t, one of the towers I could plainly fee their camp, 


1716. and them riding about it. As they had not artil~ 


lery the garrifon was in no danger, though fo weak 
however, that ic durft not at this time attack them. 
The people were obliged to keep a-conftant watch — 
to defend their cattle. This place is reckoned a- 
bout three hundred and. fifty verft diftant from 
CAZAN. | Baier, Sh 

The 21ft, having provided frefh hands for the na- 
vigation of our barques, we departed from saMarRA; 
and, the weather being calm, rowed down the river,,. 
which is here very broad. ‘The weftern bank is very 
high, but the eaftern quite flac. The fields on both 


fides are very fruitful; but efpecially to the weft; ’ 


where the grafs grows very high, intermixed with 
face, thyme and other herbs; there are alfo fome 
woods of oaks. A few hundred acres of fuch land 
would be of great value in ENGLAND, though it is. 
here wafte and uncultivated. ; 

We came the 25th to the IsMEYOVI-GoRY, Or SER- 
PENT-HILLS, fo called from. the windings of the river 
at this place; and after pafling feveral towns, and 
many villages, all on the right, we landed at:sara- 


TOF, . 
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ror, a large town on the fame fide, about eight hun- cuap. 1. 


dred and fifty verft from cazan. It is bur {lightly 
fortified with a ditch, wooden walls, and towers 
mounted with cannon, and defended by a garrifon 


of regular troops and coffacks. 


We dined-next day with the governor, sittty en-- 


tertained us with great variety of provifions, parti-- 


cularly fifh, and very fine mutton. 


After dinner.a party of us croffed the river to vi- 


fit a great horfe-market, held by the KaLmuck Tar- 
TARS, we faw about five or fix hundred of thefe peo- 
ple, affembled in a field, with a number of horfes all 


running loofe, except thofe on which the TarTars 


were mounted. ‘The buyers came from different; 


parts of russia. ‘The rarrars had their tents pitch- 


ed along the river fide.. Thefe-tents are of a conical; 


fivure; there are feveral long poles erected, inelining - 


to one another, which are fixed at the top into. fome- 
thing like a hoop, that forms the circumference of 
an aperture for letting out the fmoak, or admitung 
the light; acrofs the poles are laid fome fimall rods, 
from four to fix feet long, and faftened to them with 


thongs: this frame is covered with pieces of felt, 


made % 
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cuap.u. made of coarfe wool and hair. ‘'Thefe tents afford 


1716. better fhelter than any other kind, and are fo con- 
LYN 


trived as to be fet up, taken down, folded and pack- | 
ed up with great eafe and quicknefs, and fo light 


that a camel may carry five or fix of them. Where 
the Chan or any perfon of charatter refides, they are 
placed in ftraight lines. ‘Thefe rarrars are ftrong 
made, {tout men, their faces broad, nofes flattith, 
and eyes fmall and black, but very quick. Their 
drefs is very fimple, confifting of a loofe coat of 
fheep-skins, tied with a girdle, a fmall round cap, | 
curned up with furr, having a taffel of red filk at the 
top, leather or linen drawers, and boots, their heads 
are all fhaved, except a lock behind, winely4 1S plaited 
and hangs down their backs. 

They are armed with bows and arrows, a fabre 
and lance, which they manage with great dexterity, 
acquired by conftant practice from their infancy. 
They are men of courage and refolution; but much 
afraid of cannon, which puts their horfes in difor- 
der. As they are almoft always on horfe-back, they 
are excellent riders. 

The drefs of the women differs little from that 

: of 
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of the men, only thew gowns are fomewhat longer ciap. 1. 


than the coats of the men, a little ornamented, and ! 716. 
MN Nall 


bordered with party-coloured cloth; they wear ear- 
rings, and their hair all plaited in locks. The bet- 
ter fort drefs in filks in fummer. It mutt be obferv- 
ed, for the honour of their women, that they are 
very honeft and fincere, and few of them lewd; adul- 
tery 1s a crime {carce ever heard of. ‘The Tarrars. 
make very good and faithful fervants; and the more 
mildly they are ufed the better they perform their 
duty; for their wandering unconfined manner of life 
naturally infpires them with fentiments. of libercy,, 
and averfion, and hatred ro tyranny and oppreilion. 
All their wealth is their flocks; like thofe who 
hved in the early ages of the world, they have ca- 
mels, horfes, cows and fheep. The horfes are of a 
good fize for the faddle, and very hardy; as they rum 
wild till they are fometimes fix. years old, they are 
generally headftrong; they are fold at this fair ar 
five to fifteen or fixteen crowns, and: the ftrong well 
fhaped natural pacers much higher. ‘They have few 
camels, buc many dromedaries, who have two pro-~ 
~ wberances. on their backs. Their cows are of. a: 
middle 
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cuap.1t. middle fize. The fheep large, having broad tails 

1716. like thofe in TurKEy, the wool is coarfe, but the 

IY Nw ; 
mutton ‘very fine. 

In the preceeding century a KALMUGK prince, 
named TORGOTT-CHORLUKE, came from ALACK-UL- 
LA, (which fignifies the {potted mountains’) a coun- 
try fituated between seria on the north, and rnpia 
on the fouth, to the borders of russia; and brought 
along with him about fifty thoufand families, or 
tents, as they fometimes reckon. In his march welt- 
ward to the vorca, he defeated EyBAaLL-uTzIcK, a 
TARTAR prince, who lived in tents beyorfd the river 
‘ENBo. Advancing forward he met three other Tar- 
Tar chiefs, named KITTA-HAPTZAY, MALEBASH and 
ETZAN, whom he alfo defeated. And at laft fettled 
to the eaft of the voiea, under the protection of the 
RUSSIANS. CHORLUKE had fix fons; DANGTzINQ the 
oldeft fucceeded him in the government,- or chan- 
fhip. | : | 
The prefent Chan, named arjuxa, is the fourth 

from cHORLUKE, and is much efteemed in the eaft 
for his fagacity and juftice. Tam informed that the 
reafon why cHORLUKE left his own country, was a 


' difpute 
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‘difpute about the fucceflion to the chanfhip. He cuap.n. 


fae - | 1716, 
being engaged on the weakeft fide, and having un- ex 


fuccefsfully tried his fortune in the field, at laft took 
the refolution of abandoning his own country alto- 
gether. Thefe people are generally called the stack 
KALMUCKS, though they are not black, but only 
{warthy. | 

They have no money, except ‘what they get from 
the RussiaN8, and their other neighbours, in ex- 
change for cattle; with this they buy meal fome- 
times, but moftly cloth, filk-ftuffs, and other apparel 
for ther women. They have no mechanics, except 
thofe who make arms. ‘They avoid all labour as the 
ereatelt flavery; their only employment is tending 
their flocks, managing horfes, and hunting. If they 
fare angry with a perfon, they wilh he may live in 
one place, and work like a RussiAN. Their language 
contains none of thofe horrid oaths common enough 
in tongues of more enlightened nations. ‘They be- 
lieve virtue leads to happinefs, and vice to mifery; 
for when defired to do what they think wrong, they 
reply, in a proverb, < Though a knife be fharp it 
* cannot cut its own handle. 
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‘On long«marches ‘all: their ‘provifions confift of 
cheefe, or rather dried -curd, made up into: little 
balls, which they «drink, when pounded and mixt 
with water. » If this:kind of food fails they have al- 
ways ‘many {pare horfes, which ‘they kill and ear. 
They? broil or: roaft the flefh before‘the fire, on pieces. 
of broken arrows, and never eat it raw, as-is com- 
monly believed, unlefs compelled by necellicy. ‘They 
have: indeed: large thick pieces of horfe-flefh, fmok- 
ed-or dried in thefun, which they ‘eat;-but this can- 
not’ properly bevcalled:raw. ‘IT chave: tafted :fome. of 
it, and thought it nomamils. 3 

As to their religion Iean fay little; they are down- 
right Heathens, and have many lamas or prielts, who: 
ean read.and write, and ‘are: diftinguifhed. by their 
yellow habits. “Their high: pricft.is called DELAx¥ ~ 
‘LAMA, and lives far to: the: eaftward. 

July ft we put off from. sararor;:and the 2d,. 
ath and gth pafled the towns:-of KAMOSHINKA, CZA- 


RITZA, and TZORNO-YARR;/ all fituated on the weft: 


‘bank, and fortifiedin the fame: manner as sARATOF.. 


At the firft of thefe: places captain PERRY, an. ENG- 
LISHMAN, with many workmen,’ was. employed in 
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cutting a canal between the voiea and the Don, cap. u. 


which would have opened a paflage to the EUXINE 
fea; but the ground being very hard, and rifing in 
fome places confiderably above the level, the enter- 
prife was laid afide, though the diftance was not a- 
bove fifty verft. 

From TZORNO-YARR to ASTRACHAN it is not fafe 
for RUssIANs to travel on the weftern banks of the 
VoLGa, on account of the cusan TARTARs, who are 
their enemies. To the eaft however there is no dan- 
ger, as the KALMUckKs-are friends. On the iflands in 
the vorea I obferved great quantities of liquorith 
growing wild. 

The 1 3th we arrived fafe at asTRacHAN, and were 
lodged in the citadel. ‘This place was taken from 
the TarTars, in the year 1554, by the warlike Czar 
IVAN VASILIOvITz; whereby all his conquefts on. the 


voLca were fecured, and the way prepared for. far- | 


ther extending the ‘Russ1aAN dominion, to the fouth 
and eaft;, which hath been fuccefsfully attempted 
fince his time. 
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Occurrences durmg our flay at ASTRACHAN; Our journey 


thence to SHAMACHY.. 


sk Nestigaai HAN is fituated about fixty verft 
from. the caspian fea, on anifland in the voL- 
Ga, having the main branch of that river to the welts 
ward. Je is fortified by a ftrong brick-wall, wiclt 
embrafures, and fquare towers at proper diftances.. 
In the citadel are the cathedral church, governor s: 
palace, and the public offices. "There is a creek, ov 
haven, for {hips that navigate the river.and the cas- 
pian fea. ‘The houfes are generally built with wood, 
conveyed in rafts along the river; for the neighbour- 
ing country produces nothing, being all a barren de- | 
fert. ‘To the weftward there is no water to be found 


for many miles. The iflands, however, adjacent to: 


the town are very fruitful, and produce excellent 


grapes, tranfplanted hither from peErsia and other 
parts; alfo water-melons, efteemed the beft in the 
world; and various kinds of musk-melons, peaches, 


cherries, pears, apples and apricots. 


Here. 


T.O. KS PA H AN, 
: Here-are feveral large vineyards, belonging partly 


to the court, and partly to private perfons; there is 


a. FRENCHMAN who fuperintends them. ‘The wines. 


are very good when drunk on the fpot; but cannot 


bear carriage, for the leaft motion renders them in-. 


fipid. Were it not for this circumftance russta 
would be able, not only to fupply itfelf abundantly 
with wine, but even other parts. of Europe. This 


pernicious quality is attributed to the nitrous par- 


ticles of the foil where the vines grow. I have-myfelf 


feen in the furrows, made for watering them, a-whit- 
ith cruft of falc: But the grapes, notwith{tanding, 


are very {weet, without the leaft tin€ture of tartnefs.. 


About a mile below the town are. collected oreat 


quantities of common falt. ‘The people dig pits,. 


into which they introduce the water; which being: 
exhaled by. the heat of the fun, the falt is left upon: 


r | 1 is 5 i a : : . 
the bottom: after gathering, they tranfport it along: 
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the river, in large barques of about five or fix-hun-:. 


‘dred tun. The gun-powder manufactory. is a. little» 


above the town; in which, and in the mines of fal- 


‘petre, near this place, are employed a great number: 


ef workmen for the fervice of the government... 
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The climate is healthy, though very hot. The 
weather is generally. calm, during which great nim- 
bers of. gnats and muskitos infeft. the inhabitants. 
Thefe vermine indeed are fometimes difperfed by a 
breeze from the fea, which renders this place very 
pleafant.. They are hatched and fheltered in the 
marfhes toward the fea, which are fo overgrown with. 
{trong tall reeds that they are altogether impaflable. 

The mAHoMETAN TarTars here live without the 
town; and have the fame privileges as in other pla- 
ces. I met feveral of their women in the ftreet with © 
rings in their nofes, which were of -different value, 
according to the rank of the perfon who wore them; 
fome of gold, and others fet with precious ftones. 
On inquiring the reafon of fuch a fingular orna- 


ment, I was told, that ic was the confequence of a 


religious dedication of thefe perfons to the fervice 


of God: It is-made by the parents, even while the: 
mother is pregnant; in token whereof, as foon-as the 
child is born, they put a ring in the right noftril, . 
which continues there till death. I have feen fome: 

with two fuch rings. 
AsTRACHAN is a place of canbe tzide to 
PERSIA, 
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PERSIA, °CHIVA, BUCHARIA and INDIA. The people crap. m1. 
of thefe nations have’a common caravanfery, where ! 716. 
they live and_expofe their goods to fale. sige 

‘The ARMENIANS carry on the greateft part of the 
.PERSIAN trade; for the persians themfelves feldom 
go out.of their own country. ‘There are a few In- 
‘DIANS, OF BANIANS, at this :place,-who have a ftreak 
-of yellow.down their forehead, made with faffron or 
fome. other -vegetable.” "Fhey ‘are a good. natured, 
4nnocent: kind of people,:and live moftly on fruits. 
_ Ihe market:is plentifully fapplied with provifions 
of all:kinds; but efpecially fith, of which no place 
that [iknow abounds’ with fuch variety. “After the 
fale is over, which is ufually about ten o’clock, what 
remains of the common forts is thrown to. the dune- 
hill, where the hogs and poultry. feed upon. them: 
and hence it happens: that their very pork and fowls 
tafte of fifh. It would: be: tedious. to:mention all the 
different kinds this place affords: I cannot however 
mit the carp, which for {ize exceeds all of that 
name I ever heard of: I have feen fome of them of: 
more than thirty pound weight, very fat and lufci- 
ous, ‘Thofe caught in autumn are carried to Mosco. 


frozen, 


‘fo 
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cHaP. 1. frozen, and fold there and in the places adjacent. 
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I obferved alfo a great variety of uncommon birds, | 
whereof I fhall deferibe a few that feemed moft ex- 
araordinary. 

The firft I fhall mention, called by the russians 
baba, is of grey colour, and larger than a fwan; he 
has a broad bill, under which hangs a bag that may. 
contain a quart or more; he wades near the edge of 
the river, and on feeing a fhoal of fry, or {mall fithes, 
{preads his wings and drives them to a fhallow, where 
he gobbles as many of them as he can into his bag, 
and then going afhore eats them, or carries them to. 
his young. . This bird I take to be the pelican. 

The next is altogether white, except its feet 
which are black; it is fomewhat lefs than a heron, | 
and has a long broad bill. - [he cermans call this 
bird leffel-canze, the russians kolpeck. 

_ There is another about the fame fize, alfo white; 
but -its feet are long and red, and its bill crooked 
and round, and as red as coral; its wings are adorn- 
ed with fome bright fcarlet feathers. 

Befides thefe, I faw a kind of duck, fomething 
bigger than the common fort, called curpan; it is 


eafily 
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eafily tamed, and much admired for its beauty and cuap. m. 


a certain kind of noife peculiar to itfelf. Ihave eat 
of all thefe fowls; but did not much relith them, on 
account of the fifhy tafte wich which they are all in- 
fected. / ) | 

‘There are alfo partridges and butftards, which 
need no defcription. The katmucxs, who are keen 
fportimen, particularly at hawking, in which they 
have arrived to a great perfection, kill the buftards 
with bows and arrows; when they fee them feeding 
they ride in upon them at full {peed, and as the bu- 
 ftard is a heavy bird, and mounts flowly, they have 


an opportunity of {hooting them with broad-headed. 


Arrows. 


On the banks of the votca there is a {pecies of 
deer of a brighter red, and fomewhat larger than the 
fallow-deer; they have green horns, but not branch- 
ed, about nine inches long, and covered with circles, 
rifing one above another to the point, which is very 
fharp. This deer is very fwift, and its flefh excel- 
lent; it has a high fnout of griftle, which rifes very 
near to the eyes, a circumftance which I have not 
obferved in any other animal. 
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cuap.m. I faw alfo a fmall lively creature, called an tontehe: 
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cuAN hare, about the fize of a fquirrel, and of a red- 
difh colour, remarkable for having the fore-feet very 
fhort in proportion to the hind-feet; its tail is long, 
with a tufc of hair at the extremity; it burrows im 
the earth, and being a very pretty creature, I have 
fometimes feen them in cages. ‘The KALMUCKS eat 
them very greedily. 

While we were at ASTRACHAN, an ambaflador ar- 
rived there, from the Chan of cuiva, going to st. 
PETERSBURG. On his arrival he fent, according to 
the eaftern cuftom, fome finall prefents to our am- 
baflador; they were brought by part of his retinue, 
and confilted of a hawking glove, a fmall knife, an 
embroidered purfe, and fome fruits. 

Cuiva 1s a large territory, lying about two or 
three. days journey eaflward from the caspran fea; 
bounded by persia on the fouth, and BucHaria to 
the eaft. The capital, which bears the fame name, 
is large and populous; and governed by a Chan, eleét- 


ed by the people. ‘They are very troublefome and 


dangerous, both to travellers and their neighbours, 


being frequently employed either in robbing the for- 


mcr 
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mer, or making depredations on the latter. And cuap. m1 


though cuiva is well fortified, its fituation in fo 
fandy and barren a defert is its beft defence. 
One day as I was walking through the ftreets of 
- asTRAGHAN, I obferved a very fingular appearance; 
it was a pretty TARTAR lady mounted aftride upon 
an ox; fhe had a ring in her nofe, and a ftring drawn 
through the nofe of the ox, which ferved inftead of 
a bridle; fhe was dreffed better than common, and 
attended by a footman; the fingularity of the equi- 
page, but particularly her extraordinary beauty, drew 
my attention. ‘The maHomETAN mutt not be con- 
founded with the karmuckx Tarrars; the firft are a 
well looked civilized people in comparifon of the 
other. | | 
Before I leave asTRACHAN it may be proper to. 
rectify a miftaken opmion, which | have obferved 
frequently to occur in grave GERMAN authors, who, 
in treating of the remarkable things of this country, 
relate that there grows in this defert, or ftepp, ad- 
joining to ASTRACHAN, in fome plenty, a certain 
fhrub or plant, called in the russtan language 'Tar- 
tarskey barafhka, 7. e. Tartarian lamb, with the skin 
F 2 ; of 
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cHap. 1, of which the caps of the ARMENIANS, PERSIANS, TAR= 
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Tars, &c. are faced; they alfo write, chat this Tar- 
tarskey barafhka partakes of animal as well-as vege- 
tative life; that it eats up and devours all the grafs 
and weeds within its reach. Though it may be 
thought, that an opinion fo very abfurd could find 
no credit with people of the meaneft fhare of un- 
derftanding, yet I have! converfed with fome. who. 
have feemed much inclined to believe it: So very 
prevalent is the prodigious and abfurd with fome 
pare of mankind. 

In fearch of this wonderful plant I walked many 
a mile, accompanied by TarTars who inhabit thefe- 
deferts; buc all I could: find out were fome dry buth- 
es, fcattered here and there, which grow on a fincle- 
ftalk, with a buihy top, of a brownifh colour; the- 
ftalk is about eighteen inches high; the top confift- 
ing of {harp prickly leaves: It is true that no orale. 
or weeds grow within the circle of its fhade, a pro- 
perty natural to many other plants here, and elfe- 
where. After further enquiry of the more fenfible- 
and expericnced among the TarTars, I found they 
laughed at it as a ridiculous fable. 


we) 
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At ASTRACHAN they have great quantities of cHap.m. 


| lamb-skins, grey and black; fome waved, others cur- 


led, all naturally, and very pretty, having a fine clofs, 


particularly the waved, which, at a fmall diftance, 
appear like the richeft watered tabby; they are much 
efteemed, and are much ufed for the lining of coats, 
and the turning up of caps in PERsIA, RUSSIA, and 
other parts. The beft of thefe are brought from su- 
CHARIA, CHIVA, and the countries adjacent, and are 
taken out of the ewe's belly, after fhe hath been kil- 
led, or the lamb is killed immediately after it is lamb- 


ed; for fuch:a skin is equal in value to the theep. 


The kaumucks and other TarTars, who inhabit: 


the defert, in the neighbourhood of asTRAcHaAN, 


have alfo lamb-skins, which are applied to the fame 


purpofes; but the wool of thefe being rougher, and 


more hairy, they are far inferior to thofe of BucHA-. 


RIA, or CHIVA, both in glofs and beauty, as alfo in 


the drefling, confequently in value; I have known 


one fingle lamb-skin of sucuarta fold for. five or fix. 


fhillings Sterling, when one-of thefe would not yield” 


two fhillings. 


On the 5th of Auguft we quitted asTRAcHAN in 


five: 
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cap. 1. five veffels, three of them flat-bottomed, and of a- 


1719. tout'an hundred and fifty tuns burden, with three 


maf{ts and ten guns each; the other two common 
barques. We failed from asTRacHAN about noon; 
and at night came to an anchor at a fifhery, called 
uTTzuGG. Both the banks are now flat; to the 
weftward barren fands, and to the eaft marfhy and 
tall reeds abounding with vermine; fo that we nei 
ther eat nor flept in quiet, notwithftanding all the 
precautions we could ufe. I muft confefs this place 
had an afpect of horror, efpecially when it is confi- — 
dered, that, befides the wild and difmal appearance 
of the banks, we were carried down a mighty river 
into a great gulf, in many places of dangerous na- 


vigation, and whofe fhores are inhabited by inhofpi- 


table and barbarous nations; for fuch I reckon all 


of them, except the RussIANs and PERSIANS. 

Next morning, at break of day, we got under fail, 
and about ten entered the caspian fea; into which 
the river difcharges itfelf by feven or eight large 
channels, and many leffer ones; two only of thefe 
channels are navigable by fhips of any burden. At 
night we caft anchor near four hillocks of dry fand, 


caft. 
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caft up by the fea, called rzeTEREY BUGORY, Com- CHAP. IIL. 
puted to be about thirty verft from the mouth of *7' ui 
the voLcA; all which diftance we had not above fix | 
or feven feet water, and even this depth is very nar- 
row; fo that the paflage is extremely dangerous in 
hard gales of wind. 

The 7th early, we again fect fail with a gentle 
breeze from the fhore, which foon drove us into. 
three fathom water, and out of fight of land; the 
water however ftill continued frefh as the river. A- 
bout noon the wind fhifted to the fouth, which 
oblived us to come to an anchor, where we lay for. 
‘near three weeks in calms and contrary winds. 

All this time we did not fee a fingle thip, befides: 
our own, except one russ veffel that came from 
GUILAN in PERSIA, with fome aRMENIAN merchants; 
who made a prefenr to the ambaflador of a basket 
of oranges, melons, and other fruits; which was.the 
more acceptable as our own provifions of that kind 
were all fpent. As often as the weather would per- 
mit we got under fail, and endeavoured to reach the 
road of TERKY, a fmall fortified town, belonging to- 


the Russians, on the northweit corner of the cas- 
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CHAP. If, PIAN fea, where we might be fupplied with provifi- 
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ons; but the continual calms prevented our fuccefs. 
On the evening of the 26th of Auguft the wind 
changed to the northweft, we hoifted all the fail we 
could, fteering our courfe fouth fouth-eaft; and be- 
fore night paffed the ifland of TULLEN, 2. e. of 
SEALS; many of which animals haunt this place. It 
continued to blow hard the whole night; and next © 
morning we were in fight of the mountains called: 
SHAFFKALL, which were diftant about fifteen leagues.. 


We proceeded the whole day, edging always a little. 


nearer to the fhore. 


The 28th in the evening it at calm, and being 


about fix leagues off the land we caft anchor. Next 


day, the wind blowing fair, in the afternoon we paf- 
fed the town of DERBENT. ‘The ambaffador or- 
dered the caftle to be faluted with nine guns; but 
it feems the people are not accuftomed to make any 
return. It is a place confiderably large, and the. 
frontier of persta in this quarter. It is fortified in. 
the ancient manner, with a ftrong ftone-wall, which 
reaches from the mountains to the fhore; fo that 
no army can pafs this way, except mountaineers, or 


TAB- 
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‘TARTARS, who find roads every where. DeERBENT, CHAP. IIL. 
being a place of great confequence, is provided plen- 1710+ 
tifully wich cannon and ammunition, and a ftrong 
garrifon governed by a commandant. appointed by 
the chan, or governor of sHAMACHY, on which pro- 
vince it depends. It is reported that it was built 
by ALEXANDER the Great. About the place there 
(till remain feveral monuments of antiquity; parti- 
cularly large {tones with infcriptions in uncommon 
charaéters. South from perBenT ftands a very high 
mountain, called sHacupacu, the top of which is 
covered with fnow the whole year round, though the 
vallies are exceedingly hot. 
Auguft the 30th we arrived at NrezaBaTrT, the 
place where we intended to land, on the territories 
of persia. It lies about two days journey eaft from 
DERBENT. ‘There being no harbour, nor creek, we 
hauled up our fhips upon the fhore, which we per- 
formed with little trouble as they were all flat-bot- 
tomed. 
The fhip in which was our fecretary, Monfiecur 
VENIGERKIND, and feveral other officers, did not ar- 
rive till about three o'clock afternoon. The wind 
3 Vou. i, G was 
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CHAP. II. was now very high, and a great fea upon the beach, 
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which obliged them to drop an anchor in the open 
road; but the wind blowing ftill harder, it became 
dangerous to ride there; the skipper therefore flipt 
the cable and ftood out to fea. The gentlemen 
however did not like their fituation on board, and 
being eager to get to land, ordered the mafter to 
run the fhip afhore and they would be accountable 
for the confequences; which he, a HOLLANDER in 
the Czar’s fervice, unwillingly complied with, under 
an eafy fail, about two miles eaftward of the place 
where we lay. All hands went to their affiftance, 
but without effect; for though the fhip had received 
no damage, yet the fea run fo high that the boat 
could not be horfted out to carry them to land. 

In the mean time the fecretary, impatient of re- 
maining on board in fuch circumftances, prevailed 
with one of the failors to carry him afhore on his 


back; which being done, he took his way alone to- 


“wards the other fhips; but, his cloaths being drench- 


ed in the falt-water, and the road lying through - 
deep fands, he was foon fatigued, and therefore re- 


tired nearer to the woods, in hopes of finding a 


more 
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more {mooth and eafy path. He difcovered what he cuap. mr. 
fought; but, inftead of leading him to the hips, it 171° 
| carried him away from the fhore and the right courfe, 
into thick incumbered woods; and in thefe circum- 
{tances night overtook him, utterly ignorant of the 
_difmal and dangerous wild into which he had wan- 
dered. ‘Thus deftitute of all afliftance, he climbed 
a tree to fave himfelf from the wild-beatfts, with 
which thefe woods abound; and in this ficuation con- 
tinued all the night, and till noon next day; for the 
people in his own fhip never doubted of his having 
-fafely reached our tents; while we, on the contrary, 
had not the leaft fufpicion of his having come a- 
fhore. At laft, however, about noon, his fervant 
came inquiring for his mafter, who he told us left 
the fhip the night before. ‘This account filled us 
all with anxiety and apprehenfion; as we certainly 
concluded he would either be torn to pieces by the 
wild-beafts, or murdered by the favages who inhabit 
thefe coafts. Immediate order was given for all 
our people to repair to the woods in fearch of him. 

_ He was at laft found wandering from path to path, 
without knowing one direction from another. When 
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cuap.i. he came to the tents he looked ghaftly and wild, 
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and related many ftrange {tories of what he had 
heard in the night. All poflible care was taken to 
alleviate his diftrefs. © During his fleep, which was 
very difcompofed, he often ftarted, groaned, and 
{poke; and, even after he awaked, he perfifted in af 
firming that there were numbers of people round 
the tree, in the night, talking different languages. 
The imagination, no doubt, will naturally have a 
{trong effect on any man in fuch uncommon circum- 
{tances; for, though the fecretary was a man of pe- 
netYation and found judgment, in vain did we en- 
deavour to undeceive him, by reprefenting that it 
was nothing but the jackals which made the noife 
he had heard; and, that to be convinced of the truth 
of this affirmation, he needed only, at the approach 
ef night, to ftep a little from the tents, where he 
would hear the fame founds repeated; all was to no 
purpofe, fince he-infifted that the noife he heard was 
quite different from the yelpings of the jackals. He 
{carce ever recovered his former fagacity and found- 
nefs of mind. I muft confefs the fituation: of this 
gentleman moved me not a little; as he was a man 


of 
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of parts and learning, with whom I had contra¢ted cuap. m. 
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an intimate friendfhip. Ry alsa 


Since I have mentioned the jackals, it may not be 
improper to give a fhort account. of thefe animals. 
They are of a fize larger than a fox, of the fhape 
and colour of a wolf, with a fhort bufhy tail. They 
dig burrows in the earth, in which they lye all day, 
and come out in the night to range for prey. They 
affemble in flocks among the woods, and frequently 
near towns and villages, when they make the hide- 
ous noife formerly mentioned, refembling in fome 
meafure a human voice, or the noife of the TaAr- 
Taks and cossacks when they attack their enemies. 
They have fine nofes, and hence the vulgar opinion 
has arifen that they hunt prey for the lion. They 
are in great plenty all over persia, and efteemed 
harmlefs creatures. 

As foon as we landed; the ambaflador difpacched’ 
an interpreter to. sHaMAcHy, to notify his arrival to 
the governor of that place, and to defire him to fend 
camels and horfes to tranfport him thither. The 
interpreter was kindly received, and an order was. 
immediately iffued out for anfwering his demands. 

Sep 
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cHap.tt. | September the 1ft, the chan of sHamAcuy fent an 
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officer of diftinétion to falute the ambaflador; and, 
the next day, a prefent of provifions ; confifting of 
an ox, fome fheep, with fruits and confections. 

About fix or eight leagues to the eaftward of NIE- 
ZABATT 1s a high rock, called Barmacu, or the FIN- 
GER, upon the fhore, which a great many of the ar- 
MENIANS vifit annually to pay their devotions. ‘They 
have a tradition that the prophet Ex1jau lived fome 
years at this place. 

September 2d we were a little alarmed with intel- 
ligence, that a confiderable body of mountaineers 
had plundered fome villages in our neighbourhood. 
We had not yet received any guard from the pErsi- 


ans, and were therefore obliged to take every pre- 


~ caution poflible for our defence. We armed all our 


own people, and all the failors; and befides thefe we 
had twenty foldiers from the garrifon of asTRACHAN. 
Cannon were brought from the fhips, and planted in 
proper places to prevent a furprife. Thefe prepa- 
rations feem to have intimidated the undifciplined 
favages, for they never attacked us. 

Two days journey eaftward from nizzaBatT ftand 


ABSHE- 
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ABSHEROON and BAGKU, two confiderable towns; at CHAP. II. 
the former is a good harbour, reckoned the beft in * TIC. 
the caspian fea, except that of asTRaBaTT, which 
lies in the foutheaft corner of it. All the reft are 
fo dangerous that they fcarce deferve the name of 
harbours. - 

In the neighbourhood of Bacxu are many foun- 
tains of naphtha; it is a fort of petroleum, of a 
brown colour, and inflammable nature. The per- 
stans burn it in their lamps; no rain can extinguifh 
ic; but the fmell is difagreeable. I have feen of it 
as clear as rock-water. 

The caspian fea is of an oblong irregular figure; 
about one hundred and fifty leagues in length, from 
north to fouth, and forty or fifty leagues broad. 
The water is exceflively falt, except where it is: 
fweetened by the vorca, which is at leaft to. the- 
diftance of ten leagues from the influx of that river. 

The navigation of the caspian belongs folely to 
the RUSSIANS; the PERSIANS and other borderers 
having nothing but fifhing-boats. It contains abun- 
dance of fifh; but no fhell-fifh, except a kind of 


_. cockle, the fhells of which are very pretty. In fome 


places. 
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cHaP. 1. places there is a great depth of water. The per~ 
eae sians obferve that of late the fea has retired confi- 
derably from the fhore; which they reckon ominous, 
prefaging fome calamity to the kingdom. It has no 
tides, but fuch as are caufed by the wind; and, not- 
withftanding the great quantities of water daily re- 
ceived, it continues nearly about the fame height. 
DR. HALLEY has demonftrated, that, exhalation, ‘in 
fo hota climate, is fuficient to account for this phe- 
nomenon, without having recourfe to fubterraneous 
paffages. | | 
The 4th, I was conduéted by an ARMENIAN mer- 
chant, fome leagues from our tents, to vifit a PER- 
stan. We were received in a very complaifant and 
friendly manner; the houfe was clean, and the floor 
fpread with carpets. Our entertainment confifted 
of coffee and boiled rice. 
On the 11th arrived two Jefuits from 1ND1a, nam- 
ed vatery and MarTINET, on their way tO ROME. 
They petitioned the ambaffador for a paflage in one 
of our fhips to astracHAN; which was granted. A- 
bout this. time many of our retinue began to be feiz- 
ed with different difeafes, particularly fevers, fluxes, 


and 
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and agues; which, in a few days, made fuch proerefs, cap. m. 


chat, at the ambaflador’s table, where: feldom fewer 1716. 


than ten dined, he and myfelf only were prefent. 


Thefe diftempers exhibited a moft difagreeable pro- ~ 


f{pect, and made us wifh earneftly to leave a place 
that threatened our deftruétion. For this purpofe, 
meffengers were daily fent to the chan of SHAMAGHY, 
to difpatch the camels, horfes, and mules; fome of 
them indeed were already come, but not near ‘the 
number we needed; for our numerous fick could 
only be tranfported on litters carried by mules. 

The 12th, a conductor, called maymander, arriv- 
ed with a guard of PERSIAN foldiers, and fome more 
cattle, which were ftill too few. ‘his officer is ap- 
pointed by the Shach or King to guide ambafladors 
to court, and furnifh them with provifions, carriages, 
and lodgings, at the Shach’s expence, from the time 
they enter the kingdom. 

Having accommodated ourfelves in the beft man- 
ner we could, we quitted nNigzaBatTT on the 18th, 
keeping along the fhore; and at night came to a 
{mall village, about three agatz from NIEZABATT. 
We found the houfes all empty, the people having 

paV-oL. I. H -’ fled 
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cHap. ut. fled to the woods or mountains on our approach. 


1716. 
LVN 


The 20th we reached a village about four agatz 
(an agatz is reckoned to be four ENGLIsH miles, ) 
from the former, where we lodged again in empty 
houfes; and the 21f proceeded four agatz further, 
to a brook of white and muddy water, where we 
pitched our tents. About noon, next day, we came 
to a fountain of pure water, under a great oak. 
Here we halted two hours to refrefh the fick; and, 
after travelling four agatz further, arrived at an old 
caravanfery. A long days-journey for people in fuch 
diftrefs. | 

The caravanferies are generally large fquare-build- 
ings, with a court in the middle. All round there — 
are rooms for lodging travellers, and on one fide a 
{table for horfes. They are of different fizes and 
conflructions, according to the bounty or ability of 
the founder; fome are built by charitable people, 
others by good kings. They are fituated as near 
frefh water as poflible, and about a day's journey 
from one another. 

As there are no inns in the eaft, thefe caravanfe- 
ries in fome meafure fupply that defect, though no- 


thing 
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thing is found in them but fhelter. T hey are how- cuap. ti. 
ever very convenient for travellers; and fome of them *7' O 
can contain five hundred men, with their horfes. | 
There is commonly an old man, who cleans the 
rooms, and fetches neceflaries from the next town 
or village. | 

The 23d, we halted to refrefh the fick, and here 
we buried two of our mechanics. 

The 24th, we travelled to a ruinous caravanfery, 
about four agatz from the former. This was the 
firft inftance that occurred of remif{nefs and inat- 
tention in the prefent government of persia; for the 
King, without attending to his own affairs, allows 
himfelf to be guided entirely by thofe whofe intereft 
it is to deceive him. Nothing, in the judgment of 
a foreigner, can render any people more contemp- 
tible than the notorious neglect of fuch ufeful pub- 
lick edifices. “This day we received another fupply 
of provifions from the chan. : 

The 26th, we travelled to a plain within a league 
of sHamacHy, where we lay all night to be received 
into the town, the day following, in form and cere- 
mony, according to the cuftom of persia. At this 

H°2 place 
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cHap. 1. place died my friend, captain JACQUES DE VILLETTE:. 

1716. He was a gentleman of a good family in France, 
Aone and a very worthy, man. And; befides the Captain,. 


two fervants died here: 


Om sir as ed es Op) ea Ryd 


Occurrences during our flay at SHAMACHY;. Our journey 


thence to. TAURIS«.. ; 


i cis E 27th, in the morning, came the Kalentar: 

and Dorruga, with many of the inhabitants, to: 
pay their compliments. to the ambaffador. Thefe: 
officers are next in rank under the-chan, and have. 
the: fole direction of affairs in his abfence: ‘They 
brought fome fine horfes, richly caparifoned, for the- 
chief of the retinue: As we approached: the place: 
we were met: by other officers, particularly, the Di- 
van, Begg and Jih-agafly, and magiftrates, all: moun-. 
ted on ftately horfes, with rich furnicure, which: i 
made-a very fplendid appearance. Before the am- 
baffador’s horfe two young fellows: tumbled alk the: 
way; with great agility. About. two.o'clock we en- 
-weredsthe city.. “pc | | 
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| As we paffed along the ftreets, all the tops of the cxap.1y. 
houfes were filled with {fpectators.. At laft the am- 1716. 
| Mae VE NS 


baflador arrived at the houfe of one of the principal: 
officers, which was allotted entirely to him and his 
attendants. ‘The houfes in persia are moftly flat- 
roofed. As there 1s but little rain in this country, a 
very {mall declivity is fuficient to carry off the water. 
Lcompute the diftance between n1EzABATT and sita- 
-Mmacuy to be about twenty five agatz, or an hundred 
miles.. . | ‘ 

_ Odtober 1ft, Thad a vifit from a gentleman well 
drefled in the persi1an fafhion, and was not a litcle 
furprized to hear him talk good HicH-putTca Af- 
ter fome converfation, he told me he was born at 
DANTZIcK; that in his youth he-came to. pers1a with 
&@ POLISH ambaflador, who died at ispanan. ‘That,, 


fome differences. arifing between him and his: coun-- 


trymen, to end the difpute he turned MAHOMETAN,. 


and féttled in persia, where he now enjoyed a fmall: 


falary as a lineuift.. He-had often repented of this. 
xafh ftep; but, having a wife and children at sHa- 

macuy, he could not:abandon them.. - 
‘Elie: day following,, the:.chan,. with.a: numerous: 
retle- 
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CHAP. IV. retinue, paid a ceremonial vifit to the ambaflador. 


1716, The chan is a middle-aged man, of a graceful af- 
- pect, by birth a ceorcran, of Chriftian parents, but 


brought up at court from his infancy: And it muft 
be confefled that his treatment of the ambaflador 


. was extremely obliging. 


The 14th, the chan fent an invitation to the am- 
baffador to go a hunting, with horfes for that pur- — 
pofe. We marched about two or three miles to the 
eaftward, till we came to a plain overgrown. with 
fhort reeds. We {prung a number of pheafants, ten © 
or fifteen whereof were killed by the chan’s hawks, 
and feveral hares were run down by the grey-hounds, — 
which were all fent to the ambaflador's lodgings. 

_ About this time there happened a mifunderftand- 
ing between the ambaffador and fecretary, by the 
imprudence of the latter. It is cuftomary for the 
Shach to make prefents in money, or other things, 
to all ambaffadors, according to the dignity of their 
refpective mafters; and though no money had yet 
been granted, the unlucky fecretary, poor gentle- 
man! not quite recovered, by an unfeafonable and ill 
advifed claim, pretended a right to part of the future 


dona- 
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donative. ‘The ambaffador, on the contrary, alledg- cnap.1v. 
ed, that the fecretary was intituled to nothing from 1716. 
him, except the privilege of his table and provifi- 
ons for his fervants. Both my fituation in the re- 
tinue, and an indifpofition, prevented my intermed- 
dling in this difpute. I only advifed the fecretary 
to poftpone his claim till fome more favourable op- 
portunity. My advice however had no effect, for 
the difference ftill increafed, till the fecretary fell 
- fick, and was confined to his lodgings, where he died 
fuddenly on the 5th of November. 

_ This event was the more melancholy to me, in 
particular, as it was unexpected; by the death of this 
gentleman I was deprived of another worthy friend. — 

He was a saxon by birth; was candid, honeft, and 
{incere; and much efteemed, by all his acquaintance,. 
for his learning and capacity. 
A few days after, there arrived at sHAMAGHY a 
PERSIAN ambafflador, who had been in FRANCE, and 
had returned homeward through russia. | His be- 
haviour in FRANGE, and in other places, had been 
little for the honour of his mafter. The miniftry 
at 1spauan had perfect intelligence of his whole con- 
: duct 
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cuap.1v. duct, which he came to underftand; and, being afraid 
1716.66 undergo a trial at court, went direétly to the city 
of ERIVAN, the place of his refidence when in his 
own country, where, as it was reported, he poifoned 
himfelf. He had treated a FRENCH engineer, whom 
he engaged in the fervice. of his mafter, fo cruelly 
that he died two days after coming to sHAMACHY. 
The 25th, I dined with father PETER RICARD, in 
company with Monfieur pouRGaRD a FRENCH mer- 
chant. ‘This father hath lived as a miffionary in dif- 
ferent places of Persia for many years. He had ftu- 
died phyfick, which he practifed occafionally, and 
thereby introduced himfelf to an acquaintance with 
. many families of diftinction. He is a man of a grave 
and fober deportment, which procures him great re- 
{pect. He has a {mall congregation at this place, 
confifting only of CHRISTIAN ARMENIANS, who have 
been converted from the communion of the EASTERN 
to the WESTERN CHURCH; for it is a capital crime to 
convert a MAHOMETAN. BourGarp was employed by 
the ENGLIsH factory at IsPAHAN, to buy raw filks 
here to be fent to ALEPPO. 
The ambaffador fent.a prefent to the chan, of 
fables, 
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fables, and other rich furrs of confiderable value; cHap.1v. 


and had, in return, a fine horfe, with a fadle, bridle, 171° 
way SY 


and other trappings, mounted with gold. 

Sometime after, there arofe a difpute between the 
ambaflador and the Chan, about the Shach’s gratui- 
ty; the firft thought the fum offered was too {mall, 
while the latter affirmed he had no authority for a 
greater allowance. The determination of this affair 
detained us longer than we intended to {tay; how- 
ever, in the mean time, camels and horfes were or- 
dered to be got ready. After many meflages on 
both fides, the Chan, unwilling to let the ambaffa- 
dor depart unfatisfied, fent Monfieur BouRGaARD 
with an offer of ten tomans (a toman is equal to 
three pounds Sterling,) a day, during his journey 
to ISPAHAN, and that fum for three days only of 
the time he continued at sHamacuy. ‘This pro- 
pofal was at laft accepted, and the money paid. [I 
fhall, before we leave this place, add a few remarks 


on the city and its environs. 


Suamacny is fituated in about forty degrees north 


latitude. It was anciently part of mepia; but now 
the capital of an extenfive province, called sHirVAN. 


VoL. I. I The 
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cuap.iv. The city ftands on the declivity of a hill, mclining 


1716. 
ON 


to the fouth, and rifes toward the top in form of an 
amphitheatre. ‘The place is large, but the houfes. 
are meanly built; excepting thofe of the governor, 
the chief magiftrates, and a few rich merchants.. 
The ftreets are narrow and irregular. ‘The greater 
part of the inhabicants are Persians. ‘There is alfo 
a confiderable number of GEORGIANS and ARMENI- 
ans. The vulgar language is TURKISH; but the 
people of diftinction fpeak pERs1aNn. The air is. 
more healthy than at places nearer to the cAsPIAN 
fea. | 


Above the town, on the fummit of the hill, flands. 


an high edifice, having many windows and a gallery, 


in which, every day at the rifing and fetting of the 
fan, is held a kind of concert of mufick, compofed 
of long trumpets, large drums, and hautboys, which 
make a dreadful found. It is reported that this cu 
tom is as ancient as the time of ALEXANDER the 
Great. 

There are alfo in the city feveral mofques with: 
high pillars adjoming, which the moulla or prieft 
afcends every day at twelve oclock to call the peo- 


ple: 
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‘ple to prayers; for the MaHomeTaNs ufe no bells. cuap.rv. 
They have, befides, feveral publick baths, fome for 1716. 
| YN S 


men, others for the women, to which both fexes re- 
fort daily for ablution, conformably to the law of 
their religion. ‘The women go generally in compa- 
nies of five or fix, fo concealed with a white veil 
that nothing of them is vifible but the eyes and 
nofe. ‘There are feveral {pacious caravanferies, very 
convenient for ftrangers or merchants, who there ex- 
pofe their commodities; for which they pay a {mall 
impoft. site . | 

There is a confiderable traffick at this place; par- 
ticularly in raw-filk, which is produced in the neigh- 
bourhood, the greateft part whereof is purchafed by 
the ENGLIsH and puTcH factories at ISPAHAN, and 
fent to ALEPPO; alfo cotton, which indeed is moftly 
fold to the natives, and confumed in {tufts for their 
own ufe. The country about sHamacuy, befides 
many kinds of fruits, produces plenty of wheat, bar- 
ley, and very fine grapes, from which the curistTI- 
ANS make very good wine; they keep it in great jars 


refembling the FLORENCE oil ones, which they de- 


‘pofite under ground in their gardens, covering them 


I 2 above 
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cuap.1v. above with a thin ftone, neatly pafted about the 


Rigas 


edges, for the better prefervation of the liquor. 
When they give an entertainment they fpread car- 
pets round the jar, which is generally placed in a 
fhade, and on thefe the guefts are feated. 

About two miles to the northward of the city 
ftands a high mountain, named- GUILISTAN - DAGH, 
where are feen the ruins of an ancient caftle built 
of ftone; it appeared not to be of eaftern architec- 
ture. I could procure no information who was the 
founder, or by whom it was demolifhed. Adjoining 
co this mountain is another, on which are the tombs 
of two faints, or heroes, whither great numbers of 
devout people come annually to worfhip. — F obferv- 
ed near ehefe tombs feverak hallowed rocks covered: 
with {mall fheils brought hither by the worfhippers:. 
1 obferved likewife on the common rocks many fhells 
imprinted and petrified, which feemed very. extraor- 
dinary. 

December 4th, all things being prepared for our 
departure, we were furnifhed by the conduéor, or 
maymander, with one hundred. and fixty camels, and 
near two hundred horfes and mules, on which we 


lefe 
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‘left sHamacuy, travelling along the rifing grounds. cnap. iv. 


We halted two days at an aRMENIAN village called 
KALCK-ANII. 

On the 7th, we defcended into a defert plain, 
called by the Russians mMuGAN, and by the perst- 
ANS KURDISTAN. At mid-night we came to fome 
wells of brackifh water, where we lodged in fuch 
tents as are ufed by the inhabitants, which were pre- 
pared by the conductor. 

We proceeded the roth five agatz, to a little 
copfe-wood, where was. found tolerable water, and 
the 11th arrived at the river KURE, or cyRE, which: 
we pafled on a bridge of boats, and pitched our 
tents on the other fide. “The water of the river is: 
fweet and wholefome: | 

About half a league above the bridge the river 
ARAXIS, now ARRAS, falls into the KuRE, which to- 
gether form a confiderable {tream that difcharges. 
ifelf into the casP1AN fea, about a days. journey 
below the bridge, running northward all the way. 
But the mouth of the river is fo choaked up with 
fand, that it is navigable by no veffel of any burden.. 


The siver Kure divides the province of sHIRVAN. 


frome: 
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cHaP.Iv. from KURDIsTAN. The xurpy, probably fo called 


I 7 I 6. f 
rom the name of the river, are a very ancient peo- 
ru ? 4 P 


ple, and feem to be the fame whom xENoPHON in 
the anasasis calls KaRDUcHI, who fo ftrenuoufly op- 
pofed his paflage, in his famous retreat from ARTA- 
XERXES. ‘They are ftill reckoned a brave people. 
Their horfes are moft efteemed of any in pErsza, 
both for beauty and ftrength. aps 

We left the kuRE on the 13th, and proceeded 
feven agatz to CHUDA-TZOOLATZzY, where the water 
was very brackifh and muddy. ‘The country around 
appeared plain as the fea. | 

Setting out early next morning, we travelled ten 
agatz, and in the evening reached a brook of tole-~ 
rable water, called Borcar. This was the laft day’s 
journey in the plain of mucan. The inhabitants, 
the kurpy, live in tents all the year. ‘The foil is 
very dry and barren, notwithftanding the cattle are 
in good condition, and the mutton particularly very 
good. | 

While we halted about noon, fome PERSIAN 
fportimen, who, by their drefs, feemed perfons of 
diftingtion, pitched their tents near ours. They fent 

the 
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the ambaffador a prefent of wild-fowl, and an an- cHap.1v. 
telope. ‘The ambaffador invited them to fhare yitay 
traveller's dinner. Three of the gentlemen accep- 
ted the invitation, but excufed themfelves from eat- 
ing any thing, pretending they had already dined;. 
but it is well known that the Manomerans {cruple 
to eat with CHRISTIANS; each of them however drank. 

a dith of coffee, and an old man a dram of brandy. 
They had feveral grey-hounds, and a couple of large 
hawks, which were trained to fly at antelopes; the 
hawks cannot indeed hold fo {trong a creature as 
an antelope, but they fly about its head, and chere- 
by retard its velocity, till the grey-hounds, or horfe- 
men, overtake it; for the antelope far out-runs any: 
grey-hound I ever faw. In this defert I have feen, 

flocks. of them confifting of two or three hundred: 
In manning hawks to fly at antelopes, they ftuff” 
the skins of thefe animals. with ftraw; and feed the: 
hawk between their horns, placing food: there for 
that purpofe; hence they are accuftomed to hover 
_ round the head, which proves the deftruction: of. 
thefe creatures. I was informed that it is in: this. 
manner. the TARTARS. manage hawks to fly at foxes: 
and: 


72 


A JOURNEY 


cuap.1v.and wolves. 'Thefe particulars may poflibly appear 


1716 


* immaterial; however, as they may contribute to a- 


mufe the reader, it was thought not improper to 
infert them. : real 

After refting the 16th, we travelled next day four 
agatz, to the foot of a very high mountain, where 
we found a few poor cottages deferted by their in- 
habitants on our approach. ‘The water was in plenty 
and good. ‘The weather was very cold, and no fire- 
wood could be got, except a little we brought along 
with us. One of our people ftraggling too near the 
rocks was dangeroutfly wounded with a ftone, thrown 
by fome of thefe cottagers who had retired thither. 
On thefe rocks I faw a creature like a goat, called 
by the GERMANS Stein-buck; it is much bigger than 
the common kind of thefe animals, and its horns 
are of a prodigious fize. 

The 18th, we advanced five agatz farther; and the 
igth, feven agatz to a large village, called katcHoo- 
CHANA, where the chan of mucaN has a good houfe. 
The weather being cold and frofty we continued 
here all the 2oth. 

The 21ft we travelled five agatz, to a village un- 

| der 
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der a great mountain, where was a water-mill for citap. 1. 
erinding corn, the -firft machine of that fore I faw ee 
iN PERSIA. 

The 22d we came to a {mall town called accar. 
The kalentar ordered the citizens to arm and op- 
pofe our entry; and, notwithftanding the remon- 
ftrances.of our conductor, he perfifted unalterable 
in his purpofe, afhrming he had no order to admit 
fuch a body of armed men. He did not however 
refufe us provifions, wood and water, for money. 
We were therefore obliged to content ourfelves with 
thefe, and lodge in our tents on an open field, in 
cold weather. 

Next day we proceeded two or three agatz, to a 
large populous village, where the people, in imita- 
tion of thofe at accar, affembled in arms, and bar- 
ricadoed all their entries, refufing us admittance; 
they beat our quarter-mafter, a PERSIAN officer be- 
longing to the conduttor, for offering to force his 
way into the place. We therefore lodged again in 
the open air. ‘They fent out fome fire:wood, and 
whatever ‘elfe they could f{pare. I muft confefs I 
could fcarce blame thefe people for their behaviour; 

NOL ely: K be- 
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cHap. iv. becaufe, had we-been admitted, the inhabitants muft 


1716. all have: lefe their own houfes: and where could a 
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parcel of poor women and children have found fhel- 
ter in fuch extremity of cold. 

‘The 24th we continued our journey betwixt two- 
great mountains, where the north wind was very 
piercing. We pafled an old ruinous. caravanfery,, 
and arrived in the evening at an empty village, 
which the natives had forfook the day before. Alk 
next day we halted, being curisTMass. 

‘The 26th we marched forward four agatz, to 
another village. ‘The inhabitants were fo hofpi- 
table as to afford us lodging; but charged dear for 
every thing we needed, efpecially wood, which was. 
bought at the rave of three-pence for feven pounds. 

On the 27th we: travelled over exceeding high; 
mountains, from whence, I was.told by an arMENI- 
AN merchant im our company, might be: feen, in a 
clear day, the top of the famous mount aRaRAT,. 
called by the Persians. aGcry, by the ARMENIANS. 
MESSIN3; the fummit is conftantly covered with fnow,. 
and often with a cloud. Ir is the higheft of all thar: 


chain: 
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chain of mountains in ARMENIA, on which we then cwap.1v. 
ftood. 1710. 

_ . How far my information might be true I ae 
determine; but certain it is, that when the arME- 
-nians fee this mountain they make a fign of the 
crofs, and fay their prayers, as is their cuftom, when 
they approach any place which they efteem facred. 
In the evening we arrived at the city of Tauris, 
TERRIS, OF TEBRIS, as it 1s pronounced by fome. 
‘The ambaflador was met, about half a milé from 
the place, by the kalentar, and chief eflicers, who, 
after the common falutations, conducted him to his 
lodgings. Our baggage was depofited in a large ca- 


ravanfery in the neighbourhood. 
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Occurrences durmg our flay at TAURIS; Our journey thence: 


fo. ISPAHAN.. 


“7 AURIS ts a large and:populous city, the capital, 
of the province of that name, and the refidence 
of the chan. It is.fituated in a fruitful plain, encom- 
pafled by the high-rocks.of mount Tauris, about ten 
days journey from sHamaAcHyY, and twenty five from: 
IspAHAN. I mean toa caravan. Ic 1s. fuppofed to: 
be the ancient metropolis of mepia. It is ftill of 
confiderable extent; but nor near what it has been. 
‘There are yet to be: feen many. curious remains of 
ancient grandeur; particularly an old temple con- 
verted into a mofque, now neglected and ruinous:. 
‘Fhe roof is fupported by many ftately pillars of por-- 
phyry, almoft eatire,, fome whereof are of a greenifh: 
colour, with. other colours and veins of gold inters 
fperfed. “Phe proportions feemed to be regular, and 
the workmanthip very fine and curious. In. fhort, Fb - 
ama unable tq defcribe the fymmetry and beauty of 
thefe pillars; and wonder how they have efcaped the: 


fury 
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fury of fo many barbarians. It is no lefs furprifing cap. v. 


where were got fuch mafly pieces of marble, feeing 1/7 
| ENG Se 


nothing like them is now to be found in this coun- - 


try. ‘Thefe particulars demonftrate the ancient gran- 
deur and riches of this place. It 1s, however, a de- 
plorable truth, that this country, in general, hath un- 
dergone fo many revolutions, fince the time of ALE- 
XANDER the Great, her firft conqueror, that, a few 


places excepted, the prefent names, and defcriptions 


ef cities and: provinces, bear almoft no refemblance 


to thofe of antiquity; fo that one can fearce imagine 


them accounts of the fame places: ‘To fuch a degree 


hath time and barbarous invaders changed the appea- 


rances of things. Fire and {word have raged to de- 


- {troy magnificent cities; ftately temples and palaces 
are demolifhed;. whole: provinces depopulated; and 


fruitful fields converted into a defert, by diverting 


the {prings, or turning the rivers, that watered them, 


into other channels: Such are the confequences of 


lawlefs ambition on the fineft productions of nature” 


and art. The laft.is a circumftance to- which few 
gountries are fo much expofed as persia; for in the 
inland part: of it, there is: almoft no rain; which’ o- 


bliges. 


16. 
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‘CHAP. V. bliges the inhabitants to water all their vegetables 


1716. from {prings and brooks. ‘They often convey even 


rivers feveral leagues, in channels under ground, for 
this purpofe. ‘The dew indeed 1s very plentiful; but 
would be infufficient of itfelf for the purpofes of 
vegetation. : : 

The ftreets of TAuRIs are narrow and irregular. 
The houfes are built with bricks made of mud, mix- 
ed with chopped ftraw, and dried in the fun; the go- 
vernor’ss palace indeed, and a few more houfes, are 
built of ftone, and make a good appearance. The 
roofs are generally flat, and covered with a terrace. 
The walls are white-wafhed on the infide, and look 
very white and clean. ‘The floors of every houfe are 
fpread with carpets, or mats, according to the cir- 
cumftances of the inhabitants. The people of di- 
ftinétion have great halls of audience, in their outer 
courts, arched with fquare bricks, which are plaifter- 
ed and painted with flowers; this is done at a fmall 
expence, and makes a very fine fhow. | 

There are feveral well buile mofques, with ftately 
minorets, or pillars, which the moulla afcends to 
call the people to prayers; alfo an high building for 

the 
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the mufick, that plays evening and morning, as men- cHaP.v. 


tioned at sHAMAcHY. ‘There are alfo fome large ca- 
ravanferies; fo that no ftranger can be at a lofs for 


lodging at a fmall expence. ‘The city is quite open, 


having no caftle, or fortification to defend it. In-. 


deed one would imagine the defert mountains, fcar-- 


city of water, and other obftructions, would be a 
as 


fufficient defence againft all invafions;. the fury of 


the TuRKs, however, in their wars with. persia fur-. 


mounted all thefe-obftacles.. 


Tauris is fupplied with water from a brook, cal-. 
Ted sHaNKUY, Which runs through the city, and fome- 
{prings in the neighbourhood.. ‘The-inhabitants are- 
moftly Persians; though there are among them ma-. 


ny ARMENIANS. They have a confiderable commerce: 


in raw-filk, and manufattories of carpets, and filk 


and cotton ftuffs. They have great crops of wheat: 
and. barley, when at the trouble and expence of wa-. 
tering the-fields; but their principal fupport is rice,. 
brought from the province of Guinan, where it grows: 
very plentifully; for this. kind of grain, which of all: 


other thrives beft: on wet land, agrees wonderfully: 


with that rich moift foil near the caspian. fea... 


The- 


1716. 
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CHAP. V. 


1716. 
Ly 


; As. FiO. RUN WY. 

The Capuchin miffionaries have a convent at this 
place, for the ufe of the arMENIANs of the RomAN 
CATHOLIck profeflion; which 1s fuperintended by 
two fathers of that order. j 

About a league from the city, on the road to Is- 
PAHAN, are feen, the ruins of a bridge, on the top of 
a hill, where, I believe, no water has run fince the 
deluge. Ic is faid that it was built by a whimfical 
prieft, in order-to introduce himfelf to the King, 
SHACH ABBAss, who could not avoid taking notice, 
when he pafled that way, of fuch an extraordinary 
appearance. 

About four or five leagues from TauRIs, in a plain 
called roomy, there are feveral {prings of water that 
petrify wood, and, I have been informed, even rep- 
tiles; fuch as lizards. One thing 1s certain, that, 
after a ftagnation of this water, for a certain time, 
there is a fubftance like marble found at the bottom, 
which the PERSIANS cut Into any breadth, or length, 
at pleafure. I have feen of it two or three inches 
thick. It is eafily polifhed, and is diaphanous, but 
not tranfparent. After fawing it into flabs, they fix ” 
them for windows in their bagnios and private apart- 


ments 
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ments. Perhaps, it 1s not improbable, the large pil- cnap. v, 


lars, formerly mentioned, might be hewn out of this 7717 
iA eS 


kind of marble. 

During our ftay at Tauris, little material hap- 
pened. ‘The weather continued very cold, which, 
together with want of horfes and camels, detained 
us longer than we expected. I could not but pity the 
poor people of this place; the cold was fo exceflive, 
and bread, and other neceffaries fo dear, that, I was 
informed, many of them perifhed in the {ftreets. 

January 2d, 1717, Monfieur RICARD, a FRENCH 
Jefuit, arrived, in his way to ispanan, with fome let- 
ters from ROME to the Sophy. He fent Monfieur 
DUFFUS, one of his retinue, with his compliments 
to our ambaflador. 

The Chan being abfent, che Vizir, who is his lieu- 
tenant, came the 6th, in ereat ftate, to vific the am- 
baflador; who, on the 11th, returned the compli- 
ment, attended with all his retinue. He was receiv- 
ed in a magnificent hall, fpread with fine carpets. 
There was a feat placed for the ambaflador; but the 
re{t of the company fat crofs-legged on the carpets, 
in the PERSIAN manner. - 


Wo. I. . eee, 2 , The 
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A JOURNEY 

The 2oth there was a great fall of fnow, which 
very much foftened the cold piercing northerly 
winds. | 

The 22d, having, with ereat dificulty, procured 
horfes and camels, we left rauris; and travelled two. 
exatz through deep fnow, which incommoded us not 
a little; particularly on account of the camels, who. 
cannot bear deep roads. 

The 24th and 25th, the roads were impaflable. 
I faw here a inale camel trample one of his keepers. 
under his feet. For at this feafon, when the females 
are rutting, the males are very furious and ungo- 
vernable, and muft be managed with great caution. 

The 26th, we travelled two agatz, to a fpacious. 
well built caravanfery, founded by sHacH sEpHy,. 
fafficient to contain fome hundreds of men and hor- 
fes. Here we halted fome time, and proceeded in the. 
afternoon five agatz farther. In this day’s journey you 
have the choice of two roads, both leading to ISPA* 
HAN; one through the cities of ARDEVILLE and cas- 
gin; and the other by zeNcan and sutTany; the 
laft whereof we choofed, beino fomewhat fhorter. 

ARDEVILLE is reported to be a very fine place;, 

: 7 and, 
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-and is famous for the monuments of SHACH SEPHY CHAP. V. 


the firft, and other persian princes and heroes, e- Te he 
Mb jee, 


fteemed for their virtue and piety. A great many 
‘devout people come, from all parts of the country, 
to worfhip at thefe tombs, where a confiderable cha- 
rity is daily diftributed to the poor pilgrims; to fup- 
port which, there is a fund fettled by the King, with 
proper officers appointed to fuperintend the manage- 
ment of it, and prevent frauds. I wanted much to 
vilic this place, but found it impracticable. 

The 27th, we advanced three agatz, through 
deep {now, to a caravanfery built of bricks. We 
were at no lofs for water while the fnow lay upon 
the ground. ‘The next day we reached a large vil- 
lage, called KaRA-cHINA inhabited by Persians and 
ARMENIANS. \ About a mile from the place we were 
‘met by-an ARMENIAN prieft, attended by a company 
of country people, who came to welcome us as fel- 
- Jow Chriftians.. One of them carried a painted cru- 
cifix, raifed on a long pole; others played on flutes 
and hautboys, and other mufical inftruments; to 
which one or-two perfons kept time, by beating two 
thin brafs plates again{ft each other; and many of 


j Bee. them 
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cuap.v. them fung hymns and pfalms.. In this manner they 


1717+ accompanied us to our lodgings, where we were bet- 
Oty Os, 


ter accommodated tHan we had been hitherto. We 


received from thefe people, in particular, very good 


wine and grapes, which they preferve, through the 


winter, by hanging them in dry and open places. 
About this time many of our people had ‘fore 
eyes, and {welled faces, caufed by the {trong refle- 


xion of the fun-beams from the fnow. The perst- 


ans themfelves are liable to'the fame diforders. As 
a remedy, they wear a fillet of net-work, made of 
black horfe hair, over their eyes; which I found, by 
experience, alcogecher effectual. 

The 31ft, we fer out early, and travelled four 
agatz to TURKOMA, a large village. The fnow con: 
tinued very deep. Here we were obliged to wait 
for our camels, fome of which did not-arrive till 
next day. 

February 2d, we travelled eight agatz to a little 
town called mranna, where is a caravanfery for hor- 
fes only. Here we buried another of our people. 

The ath, after two hours march, we paffed a ri- 


ver, over which is a fine flone-bridge, ftandiag un- 


der 
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der an high mountain called KAPLANTON. Leaving cHAP. Vv. 


Wtilac Tithe aE LT” 
that place, we faw, on the left hand, the ruins. of Ce 


an old fortification. We repaffed the river on an- 
other ftone-bridge; thence to a caravanfery, called 
TZAMATURA, and-at might reached another, called 
sarTZAM, being eight agatz from mianna. Here 


we halted till our camels arrived; the greateft part 


whereof came not before next day. We perceived 


the depth of the fnow to leffen daily, as we advan- 
eed to the fouth. 

The 7th, we travelled five agatz to a {mall town 
named zENGAN, where we lodged in a good cara- 
vanfery. The Sultan, or chief magiftrate, waited 
on us, and gave us a friendly and hofpitable recep- 
tion. - He has under his jurifdiction, both this place 
and SULTANY} at each he refides half the year by 
turns. 

Here we met.a russian merchant, who had about 


fifteen or twenty camels loaden with various kinds. 


of merchandife, going to BUCHARIA. 


We halted two days, on account of the deep fnow 


in this neighbourhood; and the roth, after travel- 


hing fix agata, came to suLTANY. ‘This place is ac 


pre- 


86 


A JOURNEY. 


cHaP. v. prefent fmall-and inconfiderable, though it appears 


'7'7* to have been a great and famous city in former. 
i, se | 


times. There are ftill to be feen feveral ftately 


‘mofques and minorets; one of thefe mofques is the 


tomb of a PERsiAN prince, called cHUDABENDIE, 


which has a brafs gate of lattice work, feemingly of 


great antiquity. In the fame mofque is the tomb 


of SULTAN BAJAZAT, fon to GHUDABENDIE. 

On the 12th, we travelled four agatz toa vil- 
lage where we ftaid all night; and the 1 3th, three 
agatz to another, through deep {now, which pre- 
vented our proceeding next day. 

The 15th, we travelled five agatz, and the 16th 
four, to a large village, called cuica zayn. At _ 
this place a russian youth applied to the ambadffa- 
dor for freedom and protection. He-had been car- 
ried away by the Tarrars, from fome of the fouth- 
ern provinces .of russia, and was fold fome years 
before in PeRsIA. He was forced to ‘turn MAHOME- 
TAN; had almoft forgot his mother tongue; and was. 
obliged to explain himfelf by an interpreter. The 


~ambaflador afforded him the protection he fought. 


His mafter claimed either his {lave or the money he 


had 


TO ISPA HAN: 8>- 
had paid for him; neither of which demands could cnap.v. 
be granted. | od fall ba 
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The 18th, we arrived at sexaBpaTT, a village four 
acatz from the former, where we quartered that 
night, and refted all the nexe day. 
~ "The 20th, we advanced three agatz to-aRAZANT,. 
a finall village. This diftri& being much peftered 
with ftrong gangs of high-way men, we marched 
with great circumfpeétion, and in the night the bag- 
gage was guarded, both by our own people and the: 
conduétor’s foldiers. 

The 21{t, after a journey of three hours; we came- 
to an old caravanfery, called 1pyoor, where we reft- 
ed; then advanced four agatz to another, called 
KOCKERA, fituated’in:an extenfive plain. ‘The fnow: 
was now altogether gone, and the water at this. 
place very bad. In an upper room of this caravan-. 
fery, I faw the names of many EUROPEANS Cut on: 
the wall, in different languages: among which was. 
that of oLeartus, fecretary to the HOLSTEIN ambaf-- 
fadors, who publifhed: a very exact account of that: 
fruiclefs embafty. 

The 22d of F ebruary, we fet out very early, and’ 
1Th 
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cHap.v. in three hours reached DENGGIE, a caravanfery, 


1717- where we halted for refrefhment; and at night ar- 


rived at saBa, or sava, feven agatz from KOCKERA. 


Saba appears, from many ruins, to have been a’ 
_ place of great note; it. ftands in a fruitful and ex- 


_tenfive plain, which produces all forts of fruit na- 


tural to the climate; particularly pomegranates, the 
largeft I have feen. ‘The trees were now in full 


bloom, and had a very fine appearance. Some years 


ago this place was almoft ruined by a deluge; it has - 


been repairing ever fince, but is ftill far from its. 


former condition. 


The 24th, our road lay ee a deferc and bar- 


ren plain, abounding with faltpetre. Wetravelled fix 


agatZ tO JEFFRABATT, a new caravanfery; and the: 


25th, five agatz to the town of Koom. 


About two leagues from Koom we faw a round 


hill to the left, called in TURKISH, GEDEEN-GEDMAZE, 
which fignifies, that, whoever goes up never returns; 
which, the Persians fay, was the fate of a page fent 


up by sHacH aBBass with a lighted torch in his hand: 


however this be, it is certainly no eafy matter to — 


afcend this place; becaufe the whole hill confifts 
| of 
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of fand, which is fhifted from place to place by the cuap.v. 


wind, and mutt foon tire whoever attempts to climb 1717: 


it. 


Koom is reckoned among the chief towns in pEr- 


sia, and is the refidence of a Chan. It is fituated 
in a fertile plain, well watered by a pretty large ri- 
ver, over which is a fine ftone-bridge. In the town 
is a f{pacious caravanfery, and feveral well built 
mofques and minorets; one of thefe mofques is 


highly efteemed by the persians, becaufe of the 


fepulchre of sHacu sEpHy and his fon sHacH ap- 


pass the fecond, and that of sipy raTHima, grand- 
daughter to their prophet manomet. Thefe tombs 
are much frequented by pilgrims, from all parts of 
persia, who refort thither once a year to pay their 
devotions; and are fupported by a fund appropriat- 
ed to that purpofe. ie 
Before you reach the mofque, you pafs through 
three neat courts; and in the middle of the fourth, 
where the mofque ftands, there is a large bafon of 
clear water. Above the gate are ingraved in gilt- 
letters, the names of the deceafed princes, with fome 
verfes in their praife.. “The monument of sipy Fa- 
Vou. I. Bhie THIMA 


oe 
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cHAP V. THIMA ftands in the front of the building, encom-. 


et, Pea with a grate-work of ‘pure filver, very valu- 


able. To each of the princes are confecrated mag- 
nificent apartments, where the priefts read the Koran » 
night and day. | 

This is alfo a place of refuge for debtors, and 
unfortunate people, who are maintained at the pu- 
blick expence... Adjoining to the mofque is a large 
hall, where alms is daily diftributed to the poor. 


Few curisTians are admitted into this facred place. 


The ambaflador, however with a few of the retinue, 


obtained this favour. Koom is famous for manu- 
facturing the beft blades, in all persia, for fabres 
and poinards. ! 

The 27th, we travelled from Koon, five-agatz to 
KASSIM-ABBAT, a confiderable village, where we lodg- 
ed. ‘The weather now began to be fo hot that we 
could travel only in the morning and evening. 

On the 28th, after travelling fix agatz, we came 


tO SINNBZYN, another village. Here our huntfman — 


caught a porcupine, and brought it home alive. 


March 1 ft, we arrived at a place called kasHan, 
Gx AgAtz from the former. At fome diftance we 


were 


T YOR sTASHP TA CHIT ALN. gi 
were met by the doroga, or judge, attended by a- cuap. v.’ 
bout fifty horfemen. He came to falute the am- */7'7: 
LLNS 
baflador, and conduéted him to his lodgings. ‘The 
houfe belonged to the Shach, and was pleafantly 
ficuated in the middle of a fine garden, planted 
with various kinds of fruit trees. 
Kasuan is a large and populous city; it is ficuat- 
ed in a fertile plain, which fecures plenty of all ne- 
ceffaries, and contains feveral well built mofques and 
caravanferies. “The market place is well furnifhed 
with merchandife of different kinds. The common 
manufactures of persia are found here; viz. filk and 
cotton ftuffs, carpets, befides fome other articles, 
which make this a place of confiderable trade. 
This city is much peftered with {corpions, efpe- 
cially the black kind, reckoned the moft venomous. 
Their fting proves mortal in a few days, nay, even 
hours, if proper remedies be not applied. ‘The cure 
ufed by the PERSIANS, is to anoint the wound with 
the oil of thefe animals, extracted by frying. Of 
this oil they have generally a quantity in referve. If 
it is wanting, they bruife any fcorpion and apply it 
to the part affected. Either of thefe remedies, 
| A aera taken 
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cHAP.y. taken in due time, feldom fail of fuccefs. ‘The 


1717+ perstans have fuch a dread of thefe creatures; thar, 


when provoked by any perfon, they wilh a KasHan 
fcorpion may fling him. ‘They are the more ter- 
rible, as few houfes are free from them; for moft of 
the floors being of earth, and covered with carpets 
or mats, “below thefe the fcorpions find or make 
holes for themfelves, where they lurk unfeen. They 
do not indeed often hurt, unlefs touched fuddenly. 
Fc is advifable for all travellers to examine diligent- 
hy the place where they are to fleep, before they go 

to bed. As the fcorpion is well known, ic will be 
unneceflary to fay any more of it.. 


The 5th, we reached suzaBpart, five agatz from 


KASHAN. ‘The weather was very hot. At this place 


I faw a creature called the stellio, or tarantula, and 
by the Persians inkureck; it is in:fhape and fize 


fomewhat like a large fpider, but overgrown with 


‘hair. | was informed chat it neither {tings nor 
bites, but drops its venom upon the skin, which is 


‘of fuch a nature that it immediately. penetrates. into. 


the body, and caufes dreadful fymptoms; fuch ‘as. 
giddinefs of the head, a violent pain in the ftomach, 


and 
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and a lethargick ftupifaétion. The remedy, as in cnap.v. 


the former cafe, is the application of the fame ani- 1717+ 


mal, when bruifed, to the part, by which the poifon 
is extracted. ‘hey ‘alfo make the patient drink a- 
bundance of fweet milk, after which he is put in a 
kind of tray, fufpended by ropes fixed in the four 
corners, it is curned round till the ropes are twifted 
hard together, and, when let go at once, the un- 
twining caufes the basket to turn round, with a 
quick motion, which forces the patient to vomit.. 
_ 'Fhey alfo make them dance to mufical inftru- 
ments, which the fick perfon fometimes does of his 
own accord, till he drops down upon the fpot. One 
of thefe terrible creatures. happened to fall out of 
the cieling upon my hand, as I was going one night 
to bed;, I fhook it off inftantaneoufly without receiv- 
ine the leaft harm. Every thing near was moved, 
and fearched for it, but to no purpofe, there being 
many holes in the floor. It may eafily be imagined. 
that apprehenfion would prevent my {leeping much. 
that night. 

The 6th, we travelled five or. fix agatz to» KAL~ 
TABBATT;, and the next day five, to NATTANEF, & 


fmall 


2F 
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cuap.v. fmall town fituated under fome high mountains. 


1717- Here the Shach has a pretty little palace, with gar- 
WYN 


dens, fountains of fine water, and cafcades. We 
lodged in the palace. The jackals were fo bold 
that they howled under the windows all the night 
long, and carried off fome of our poultry. On the 
top of a mountain, near this place, ftands a high 
tower, built by sHACH ABBass, which 1 18 feen at a 
great diftance. 

The 8th, we left NATTANEE, and in three hours 
paffed a fine houfe, with gardens, built by sHacu | 
appass, and fituated by itfelf in a pleafant plain. 
About three hours after, we came to TUTRIN, an 
old caravanfery, where we lodged. The heat in- 
creafed daily as we advanced to the fouth. The 
gth, we reached ruck, eight agatz diftant from Tu- 


rrin, and four hours journey from the city of 18- 


-PAHAN. 


The 1oth, being the vernal equinox, when the 
new year commences among the Persians, we halted 
all day. In the evening thirty fine horfes, with rich 
furniture, were fent from the Shach’s ftables to the 
ambaflador; fome of the bridles were ornamented 

with 
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with gold, others with filver. ‘Two lions were cuap.v. 
brought by a persian to be fhown to the ambafla- 1717 


dor. ‘They were led into a court-yard, and let loofe 
upon a goat; but, inftead of the goat, they ran at 


fome of our people, who narrowly efcaped by get- 
ting into a houfe and fhutting the doors. It feems 


the fight of fo many ftrangers had frightened them, 


for the keeper himfelf with difficulty chained them, 
and one of them even bit his hand. 

The 11th, we advanced two agatz, to DAVILETT= 
ABBATT a Village. . , 

On the morning of the 1 3th the Mibyinaianded Ba- 
fha, or chief conduétor, arrived with many atten- 
dants. In the evening we mounted, and, being ac- 


companied with a numerous train of courtiers, and‘ 


other people, we travelled two agatz to the fuburbs: 
of the city, where we lodged in a palace, called! 


TUCHTZY, belonging to the Shach. 


The 14th, in the morning, came a number of 


horfes fufficient for the ambaffador and all his train;. 
this being the day appointed for our publick entry. 
About noon the maymander. bafha returned. to. 


conduct the ambaflador to. his lodgings-in the city,. 


96 - PAA TUOAU BAN BorT 
cuap.v, he was attended by many perfons of diftintion. 
1717: After noon, we mounted and entered the city. 
We paffed through many ftreets crouded with fpec- 
tators, as were alfo the tops of the houfes. It was _ 
{aid that the Sophy himfelf was at a window, incog- 
nito, with fome of his ladies. Curiofity had caufed 
fuch a croud, that, had not the way been cleared by 
~ the PERSIAN guards, ic would have been impoflible 
for us to pafs along. Ac laft, we reached the end — 
of our journey; 4 noble palace, in the middle of the 
city, with a garden, three courts, and apartments 
fufficient for the ambaffador and all his retinue. : 


THE ORDER OF THE: ENTRY« 


An officer. 
Three dragoons. 
A kettle-drum. 
Four trumpets. 
‘'Thuty dragoons, three abreaft, with drawn {fwords. 
' Six {pare horfes with fumptuous trappings. 
The fteward. 
‘Twelve footmen. 
‘Two pages. — 
‘Three 
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Three footmen. CHAP. V. 
‘Two interpreters. 7 17- 
SV NS 


Two hey-dukes in HuncariAN habits. 
‘The ambaflador, with the maymander, bafha and 
interpreter. 
The prieft and one gentleman. 
Myfelf and one gentleman. 
‘Two clerks. 
Faulconers, huntfmen, &c. 


ath ee oR VI, 


Occurrences durmg our flay at 1SPAHAN. 


TP HE 15th, the agents of the ENGLISH and 

puTcH. factories, viz. Mr. coppin the ENG-’ 
LIsH agent, fent Meflieurs parson and REYNARD- 
son, the puTcH agent likewife fent two gentlemen 
of their company, to falute the ambaflador. 

The 16th, the maymander bafha invited the am- 
baffador to an audience of the Etmadowlett, or prime 
muinifter, which he would not comply with till he 
had an audience of the Shach, and delivered his cre- 
Vor, I. N den- 
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cuap. vi. dentials, though it is ufual firft to take an audience 
'7"7* of that minifter. This day I vifited the encuisa 


factory, where | met with a friendly reception. 

On the 27th was a great fall of rain, fuch as had 
not been at 1spaHAN for feven years. Ic was the 
caufe of great joy in this fultry dry climate, though 
to me it feemed nothing extraordinary. 

April ift, I went to jutrra to fee a friend, ac- 
companied by Mr. parson. It is a large place in 
the fuburbs, inhabited by armentans, who have the 
free exercife of the curisTIAN religion. On the 
roth, I dined at the purcs houfe, the weather very 
hot. | | 

May 4th, the ceremonial part of the ambafla- 
dor’s introduétion to the Shach being previoufly a- 
ereed on, he was this day to have his firft audience. 
In the morning horfes were fent from the King’s 
tables, all of them magnificently equipped, with 
grooms to attend them; many of the faddles and 
bridles were garnuhed with gold and filver. 

We marched in the fame order as at our entry 
above mentioned, only the dragoons had not their | 
{words drawn. After pafling through feveral ftreets. 


we 
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we came into the great market place called nazar, CHAP. vI: 
and then to a gate called aLLa-capy, 7. ¢. GoD’s- attlag 

WV 
GATE, where we difmounted. Acrofs this gate is 
hung a chain, and none are permitted to enter on 
horfe-back, except the Shach himfelf. We walked 
through the guards, drawn up on each fide, to an 
inner court, and thence to an arched gate, furroun- 
ded with benches, and fpread with carpets. Here 
the ambaflador was defired to fit down till the Shach 
was ready to receive him. We waited at leaft two 
hours, during which time all the minifters of ftate, 
and officers of the houfhold, paffed us in great ftate. 
After them came a large elephant, mounted by his 
keeper, and adorned with gold and filver ftuff, then 
‘two large lions, led by their keepers with chains of 
mafly gold. » cies 
When this parade was over, an officer informed 
the ambaflador that the Shach waited for him. 
Whereupon, proceeding immediately through the 
gate, we entered a fpacious garden. The firft ching 
that prefented was a noble view of twenty horfes 
ftanding in a row, richly caparifoned, having all 
their faddles and bridles ornamented with gold and 
N 2 filver, 
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cuap. vi. filver, and fome of them fet with faphires, emeralds, 


E7T7* and other precious {tones of great value. “Fhe hor: 
Lv NW 


fes were all tied to a rope fixed to the ground, at 


the extremities, by a ftake of gold, near which lay 
a mallet. of the fame metal for driving it, according 


to the euftom of persia; the hind-feet were alfo 


faftened to a rope, to prevent kicking: this isan ex- 


cellent precaution; for, though they were all: ftoned 


horfes, they could neither hurt one:another, nor any 


thing elfe: the chains that bound their hind-feet; 
with the ftakes, and mallets were alfo of gold. ‘The 
PERSIAN horfes are well managed; neither do I think 
them fo vicious as thofe in EUROPE: whether they 


are naturally more gentle I fhall not determine, per- 


haps it is inuirely owing to the milder treatment of 


their grooms. At each end of the row ftood a large 


veflel of gold full, of water, for the horfes to drink. 


Approaching nearer to the: hall of audience, we 


paffed the two lions, chained to the-ground, one on: 


each fide of the paflage, near them were placed two. 


bafons of gold, filled with water for drink. Next 


to the lions ftood the elephant, with his keeper on 


his back. As the ambafflador pafled, both the lions 


couch- 


a Fee - 
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couched, and the elephant bent his fore-knee, at a cHap. v1. 
word pronounced by the keepers. - ob ate 

We now turned to the lefc, and had a full nee 
of the hall of audience, about an hundred yards. 
diftant. It feemed to ftand by itfelf in the middle 
of the garden; it is indeed contiguous to the fera- 
glio, on the fouth, but is quite open to the north: 

Before the entry 1s a large fountain of pure water, 
which fprings upward in three pipes, and falls into: 


a bafon filled with rofes, vee and many other 


i. fine flowers. 


When we came, to the ftair we were defired to: 
put off our flippers, and our fervants were no farther 
admitted. “Fhe ambaflador only and fix of his re- 
tinue (among whom I was) entered the hall. We 
afcended. by eight fteps of marble, the whole breadth: 
of the hall. From the roof hung a canvafs which: 
was ftretched out over the ftair, and fhaded the: 
whole infide of the edifice. The hall is a {pacious: 
fquare building, with a terrace roof. ‘The cieling- 
is very magnificent, being all arched, and fet with: 
mirrours of different magnitudes till within three: 
feet of the floor; which is quite covered with filk- 

car 
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CHAP. VI. carpets, interwoven with branches, and foliage, of 
nen gold and filver. In the middle were two bafons, 
Vane | 


into which feveral pipes, each about eight feet high, 
fpouted water, which, falling upon rofes and other 
flowers, has a fine effect on a hot day. The farther 


end of the hall is a femicircle. Here fat the Shach 


upon a fofa, raifed about a foot from the: floor, 
which was elevated four fteps above the reft of the 
hall. He was attended by twenty eunuchs; one car- 
ried his fabre, another his bow, a third the quiver 
with arrows, a fourth the calianne, or tobacco pipe, 
fo that each had his office of ftate. 

The ambaflador was received in the hall by the 
mafter of the ceremonies, called Ifh-aggan Bafha, 
to be by him mceroduced to the Shach. He conti- 
nued fitting upon his fofa, with his legs acrofs, while 
all his minifters of ftate ftood in their places, cloth- 
ed magnificently in their robes; which they never 
wear, except on folemn days; and when thefe are 
over they leave them in a wardrobe at court, ap-' 
pointed for keeping them. I muft confefs the ap- 
pearance was very f{plendid, and put me in mind: 


of 
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of the accounts left us by the ancients, of the mag- cnap. v1. 
nificence of the Kings of persia. diial sg 
~ At our entry into the hall we were ftopped about 
chree minutes at the firft fountain, in order to raife 
the greater refpect; the pipes were contrived to 
play fo high that the water fell mto the bafon like 
a thick rain. Nothing could be diftinguifhed for 
fome time, and the Shach himfelf appeared as in 
a fog. While we moved forward, every thing was 
as ftilk as death. ‘The mafter of the ceremonies 
cook the ambaflador by the arm and conduéed him. 
within fix yards. of the throne, who, offering to ad- 
vance, in order to deliver his credentials, was pre- 
vented by the etmadowlett, or prime minifter. ‘This: 


minifter recerved the credentials, and laid them be- 
fore the Shach,, who touched them with his hand, 
as a mark of refpect. ‘This part of the ceremony 
had been very difficult to adjuft. For the ambaf- 
fador imfifted on delivering his letters into the 
Shach’s owm hands. The persian minifters, on the 
other hand, affirmed, that their Kings never receiv- 
ed letters directly, from the ambafladors. of the 
ereateft emperors on earth. 
) The 
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The ambaffador now made a fhort fpeech, which. 
the Sophy anfwered, through the. Etmadowlett, in 
very obliging terms. He then enquired after his 
Czarifh Majefty’s health, and asked feveral queftions 
about the sweEDisH war; and whether the ambaffa: 
dor had fuffered any hardfhips on the road during 
fo long a journey? To all which he returned an- 
fwers fuitable to the occafion. At laft, he was defir-. 
ed to take his feat, to which he was led by the ma: 
{ter of the ceremonies. It was about a foot high, and 
placed at the diftance of ten yards from the King. 
A little behind the ambaflador were placed his at- 
tendants, on feats nearly of the fame height. During 
all this ceremony, mufick played; confifting of a va- 
riety of inftruments, which are not unharmonious; 
and the mufty, or high-prieft, read, without inter- 
miffion, chapters of the Koran. 

Before the ambaffador was feated, the prefents 
from his*Czarith Majefty to the Sophy, carried by 
fifty men, were brought to the entry, and received 
by the proper officers. “They confifted of fables, and 
other valuable furrs, falcons, a variety of fine tea, 
mufical clocks, gold-watches fet in diamonds, &c: — 


As 
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As foon as the ambaflador had taken his feat, all cuap. vt. 


the minifters. of ftate fate down on their hams, on */7'7: 


both fides of the hall, in TOWS ; for none are allowed 
to fit crofs legged in prefence of the Sophy. 
There was now placed before the company little 


tables, on which were fet all kinds of {weet-meats, 


and confections; and before the ambaffador was laid 
a golden calianne, or tobacco-pipe; which the PEr- 
sians reckon an high inftance. of refpect. 

The mufick continued playing, and the mufty ftill 
continued reading; but every thing elfe was very fi- 
lent. Several meflages paffed between the King 
and the ambaflador, by means of the matter of the 
ceremonies, and our interpreter. The King {poke 
the persian language, and the ambaflador the rus- 
stan, while the other two ufed the TURKIsH. - 

In the mean time fome pure water, with a bit 
of ice in it, was brought in golden bafons to drink. 
About an hour after, victuals were brought by a 
number of fervants, who carried’ them ‘on their 
heads, in large fquare baskets. Firft the Shach was 
ferved, and next the ambaflador with his retinue, 
then all the officers of ftate that fat in the hall. 

Vor, I. -O The 
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cwap. vi. The grand fteward of the houfhold waited on the 
'7'7> King, and his afliftants on the reft of the company; 


according to their different ranks. At the fame — 
time our fervants were entertained in the garden. 
The entertainment confifted moftly of different 
kinds of rice boiled with butter, fowls, murton, boil- 
ed and roafted lamb. The whole was ferved in 
large gold or china difhes, and placed in the bas- 


kets, which ftood on a long cloth fpread above the 


carpet. The difhes were interfperfed with faucers. 
filled with aromatic herbs, fugar and vinegar. But, 
according to the cuftom of the country,.we had 
acither napkins, fpoons, knives nor forks; for the 
Shach himfelf eat with his fingers, and every one 


- followed his example. There were indeed, befides. 


the common bread, fome very large thin cakes, 
which we ufed inftead of napkins, to wipe our fin- 
vers. They are made of wheat-flower, the PERsI- 
ANS fometimes eat them, they are not difagreeable. 
Our drink was fherbet, and warer.cooled with ice. 
Formerly it was ufual, on fich occafions, to drink 
wine, and have women to danceand fing. But the 
prefent Sophy, being ‘a fobex and devout prince, 

, thought 
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thought it proper to abolifh a cuftom productive of cHap. v1. 


fo many indecencies, and directly contrary to the '7!7 
LV 


rules of the Koran. We had therefore only men 
_ to fing, and no dancing. 

The ambaffador, and all the gentlemen who were 
admitted into the hall, continued with their heads 
covered during all the time of the audience. They 
only, on entering the royal prefence, uncovered once 
and bowed to his majefty. 

When the entertainment was over, the ambafia- 
dor took his leave and returned to his lodgings, 
conducted by the maymander. bafha, in the fame 
manner as in the morning. ‘The ftreets were lined 
with the Sophy’s guards to prevent any inconveni- 
ence from the vaft crouds of people. 

. The fame-evening the Shach fent a prefent to 
the ambaflador of the golden calianne he had ufed 
at court; ic was-neatly wrought in filigree, and va- 
lued at forty or fifty pounds Sterling: alfo twenty 
large difhes of folid gold, filled with variety of {weet- 
- meats. Thofe who brought them returned.imme- 
diately, leaving the plate; which remained af the 
ambaffador's lodgings above fix weeks. All this 

O 2 time 
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CHAP, VI, time it was uncertain whether fuch a valuable trea- 
1717+ fare was forgot, or intended as a prefent. _ The difh- 
es however were at laft demanded, and: delivered. 
They weighed about thirty pounds a-piece; but were 
of mean workmanfhip, being all beat out with a 
hammer. From this, and many fimilar inftances,. 
{ome conception may be formed of the immenfe 
riches whereof the Sophy is poffeffed. 

The Shach’s name is Hussein; he is about thir 
ty years of age, of a middle flature, open counte- 
nance, and has a fhort black beard. It is faid his 
legs are remarkably fhort, in proportion to his body. 
He is very good natured, and of a beneficent difpo- 
ition. He has, feveral children by different ladies.. 
Tacumaz the oldeft, at prefent in his. minority, fel< 
dom appears out of the Haram. Hussetn himfelf, 
though a prince adorned with many virtues, yet be- 
ing educated in the HaRAM among» the women, is 
liccle acquainted with the: world, and leaves the: 
management of the empire, wholly to his minifters:. 
in them he places an intire confidence; and they, in 
theitturn, perfuade him, that it is below his dig- 
nity to. attend to any publick affairs whatever.. At 


this. 
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this very time there was a formidable rebellion be- cuap. vr. 


gun at CHANDAHAR, a {trong town on the borders ve 


of inpIA, by MERY-MAHMUT, an enterprifing and 
powerful chief, who took advantage of the weak- 
nefs of the prefent adminiftration. 

The persi1an miniftry neglected and defpifed 
thefe rebels, threatning, in their ftile, to fend fome 


troops to cut them all to pieces. ‘Time hath fhown 


the vanity of thefe high words. I muft obferve that 


they wanted neither men nor money; but their fol- 
diers were undifciplined, and, above all, they had 


no officers of fuficient abilities to command them.. 


The 9th of May, the ambaffador had his firft. 
audience of the Etmadowlett. We were conducted: 


- in the fame manner as when we went.to court:. The 


entertainment was likewife of the fame kind, but 
much more magnificent. ‘The palace was grand; 


and had a fine garden adjoining. ‘The Etmadow- 


lett, whofe name is. PHATALY-CHAN, was by birth a 
GEORGIAN, Of CHRISTIAN parents, but educated in 


the feraglio. He is a tall well fhaped man, of a 


friendly afpeét, and a great favourite of the Sophy. 


After we returned home, the Ecmadowlett fent the: 


\ 


ambaf-- 
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cap. vi. ambaflador a prefent of a fine horfe, with a faddle 


eae and bridle, richly mounted, after the Perstan fafhi- 


“on, and a gold calianne, little inferior to that given 


by the Shach. It was reported that no foreign am- 
bafflador had ever been treated with fo much re- 


— fpect. 


The 11th, the iti seed Sy had a fecond audience 


_ of the Sophy, at the fame palace as formerly, called 


TAVALEA TELEAR, 7. @ the palace near the ftables; 
ic was very fhort, and ‘no entertainment was given. 
Next day he received from the Shach a prefent of 
fome excellent sHERass wine, and a gold bottle, that 
contained about two ‘quarts, with a {mall cup of 
the fame metal.. 

On the 1 ants the nee had a fecond ‘audi- 
ence of the E:tmadowlett, pr to the fubject of 


. the embaffy.. 


Three days after, the Hackim Bafha,-or chief phy- 
fician, fent me an invitation to vifit him. He re- 
ceived me in/a very courteous obliging manner; and 
detained me above two hours, talking on different 
fubjects.. He told me that the phyficians in PERSIA 
made vegetables, and their virtues, their chief ftudy; 


they 
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they dealt but Jitcle im minerals and chymical pre- cxap. vr. 


parations. ‘Then’ he asked me whether the Evro- ‘PX } 
SY) 


pean pbyficians admitted opium ‘in their prefcripti- 
ens? I told-him they did with great fuccefs. To 
which he replied, that the qualities of that drug 
were known to very few. © He inquired whence tea 
came? how it fhould be made? and what were its 
virtues? All which I anfwered to his fatisfaétion. 
Hence it is. evident that the pEersians have: no cor- 


sefpondence nor commerce with the cuinese. The 


phyfician is an elderly man, of a grave deportment, 


and might pafs for a doctor any where. On taking 


my leave, he told me he was forry he could not 


converfe with me but by means of an interpreter, 


which was tedious and difagreeable. 


_ The fame day the purcw commiflary Myn-heer- 
VONKETTLER, made his. publick entry at ISPAHAN,, 
as envoy from the governor of BaTAvza to the Shach. 
of persia. He was preceded by fix. elephants, fent: 
as a prefent to.the King by the governor. He had 
a numerous: xetinue; sand was atténded by feveral 
gentlemen, and. made as grand an appearance as if” 


he had. been a:minifter from.any court of EUROPE. 


He: 
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cuaP.vi. He took up his lodgings at the puTcH factory. 


1717. Mr. KETTLER told me, that he was born 1 in GOUR- 


LAND; that, in his youth, he inlifted as a foldier in - 
the fervice of the DUTCH EAST-INDIA Company; by 
his uncommon abilities he had raifed himfelf, from 
that low ficuation, to the honourable place he now 
held. 

The following day Mr. xerrier fent two of his 


retinue to compliment our ambaflador. And, both 


our gentlemen being indifpofed, I was fent next on 
to return the compliment. : | 

The 28th, I dined at the purcu houfe, dahil we 
had a grand entertainment. 


June 2d, the ambaffador intended to go a hunt- 


ing, and to take a view of the country about ispa- 


HAN. But an officer came from court, defiring him 
to delay it till another opportunity; for the Shach 
had pitched on that day to vific a country-houfe, in 
company with his ladies; on which ‘occafions it is 
death for any one to be feen near the place where 
the court pafles. To prevent accidental tranferef- 
fions in this refpect, a cryer is previoufly difpatched 
to warn the inhabitants, who proclaims through the 

{treets, 
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{treets, and along the road, that nobody under pain cuap. vi. 
: : either in j Ly, 0} 177: 
of death fhall appear either in the way, or from OR er 


} 


houfe near it, by which his majefty and the ladies 
are to march. ‘The Shach rides on horfe-back, at- 
tended only by eunuchs. ‘The ladies are mounted 
aftride, fome on horfes, others on mules and affes, 
They are all vailed with white muflin; fo that no- 
_ thing can be feen of them but the eyes and nofe. 
The persians tell a pleafant ftory of sHacu an- 
pass's behaviour on an occafion of this nature. The 
Shach at a certain time was riding along, attended 
by his concubines, when he happened to meet a 
poor country fellow upon the road. He was im- 
mediately brought before the King, and, expecting 
inftant death, fell on his knees, moft fubmiffively 
begging pardon for fo heinous an offence, and plead- 
ed ignorance in his excufe; having neither feen nor 
heard of any cryer. ‘The prince was pleafed with 
the fimplicity and innocence of the peafant, ordered 
him to take courage, and all the ladies to unveil; 
then defired him to pick out any of his concubines 
he liked beft, and he fhould have her for a wife. 
This treatment difpelled his fear; he pitched on one 
iWon, 1. P that 
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cuap. vi that pleafed him moft. The Shach approved fo 
717+ much of his tafte, that he carried him to court;, 
- ~ where he foon became a great, favourite. 

The gth, I dined at the ENGLISH factory, where 
Mi. coppin, and the other gentlemen belonging to:- 
the company, received me in the moft friendly man- 
ner. ‘Ihe day was very hot, and in the evening we- 
fupped near a fountain in the garden. On a fud- 
den we felt a guft of wind, as hot as if it had come: 
from the mouth of an oven. . It.was foon over with- 
out any bad effect. But Twas informed that thefe: 
hot. winds.are very, dangerous, in travelling over the: 
deferts, and often kill people immediately. . The: 
enly refource, on perceiving them coming, is.to falk 
down flat, with the face to the ground, and conti 
nue in that pofture tll they are gone. 

On the 12th, the ambaflador-had a third audi- 
ence of the Shach at FARRABBATT,, a country-houfe. 
near the city. Ic ‘is an extremely pleafant:place,. 
adorned with gardens, fountains and cafcades, fur- 
younded with’ parks.for all kinds. of game. While: 
we were at fupper on the terrace, we hada fqual of 
wind which almoft. carried ‘away every thing, and 

actual. 
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actually fwept off the thin broad cakes, which the cuap. vi. 
PERSIANS ufe inftead of napkins. a aoe 
The 16th, Monfieur rtcarp, whom I mentioned 
at TAURISs, and twelve miflionaries of different or- 
ders, were invited to dine with the ambaflador. Se- 
veral of thefe gentlemen had been long in inp1a, 
‘and eraiopt1a; which rendered their converfation 
‘very entertaining. 
The 21ft, the ambaflador was invited to dinner 
by the Devettar, or keeper of the great feal and 
ftandifh. Here, as in all other countries, this is an 
office of great truft. We were entertained with 
more magnificence than by the prime minifter, or 
even at court. Soon after we entered, there were 
ferved up a great variety of fweet-meats, and all 
kinds of fruit that the climate afforded. Coffee 
and fherbett were ‘carried about by turns. We were 
placed crofs-legged on the carpets, except the am- 
baffador, who had a feat. During this part of the 
feaft we were entertained with vocal and inftrumen- 
tal mufick, dancing-boys, tumblers, puppets and 
-jugiers: all the performers executed their parts with 
‘great dexterity. Two of them’ counterfeiting a 
| Pir2 quar- 
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cua. vi. quarrel, one beat off the other's turban with his: 


T7TT: foot, out of which dropped. about fifteen or twenty 


large ferpents, which run or crawled about the room. 
One of them came towards. me, with great fpeed, 
which foon obliged me to quit my place. On fee- 
ing us alarmed they told us the creatures were al- 
together inoffenfive, as their teeth had been all _ 
drawn out. ‘The-fellow went about the room and: 
gathered them again into. his turban, like fo many 
eels. [he victuals were now ferved.in a neat and 
elegant manner. Every thing was well dreffed in, 
the persian fafhion. Our hoft was very chearful, 
and: contributed every thing in his power to pleafe- 
his guefts. He-excufed himfelf handfomely enough. 
for not having wine, as. it was not then. ufed at. 
court. 

On the 23d, the Maymander Bafha brought a: 
meflage from the Shach to the ambaffador, intimat-. 
ing, that the bufinefs of his. embafly being now fi- 


-nifhed, he might chufe his own. time to. depart.. 


‘This was not, very. agreeable news to the ambafla-. 
dor; who alledged, that, before he could procure. 
{hipping,. to tranfport him to astracuan, the fea- 


fon: 
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fon would be far advanced, and oblige him to win- cuap. vr. 
ter in fome part of PERSIA. fy leg 

July 1ft, the Shach fent the ambaflador, and the 
principal perfons of his retinue, what the PERsIANS 
call the kalatt. It confifts of a tunic, a long robe 
of gold and filver ftuff, a fafh and turban, and-fome 
pieces of persIAN filk; whereof about ten or a dozen 
fell to my fhare. ‘The whole value was. not confi- 
derable; but the Shach beftows-this. mark of favour 
to all foreign minifters, who come: on friendly er- 
rands. On this occafion he fent the ambaffador, in 
particular, a prefent of two fine horfes from his.own 
ftables: : 

The 3d, the ambaffador had his laft audience of 
the Shach, at a palace in the city; when he received 
an anfwer to the Czar's letter, and. immediately took. 
leave ftanding, without further ceremony. 

The 8th, the Shach fent the ambafflador another 
prefenc; confiftinge of an elephant, two lions, two leo- 
pards, fix monkeys of different kinds, three parrots, 
two white and one green, three fine: horfes, and an: 
INDIAN. bird, called myana; it is in. colour, fhape, 

and. 
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cua. vi. and fize like a black-bird, and whiftled a mesy fine 
17 *7* note. 


‘ Auguft the 3d, we began to prepare for our jour- 
ney homeward, which took up much time. The 
18th, we removed from our lodgings in the city to 
a houfe belonging to the Shach, in the northern 
fuburbs, called raucHTzy.. 

The 26th, I took leave of my friend Mr. coppin, 
who fet out this day on his journey to ENGLAND, 
by way of aterpo. The ENG isu factory at ispa- 
HAN are very well ficuated in the middle of the city, 
have a fpacious garden adjoining, and are feparated 
from the reft of the town by a wall. Moft of the 
great houfes in the city are furrounded in the fame 
manner, which renders it very extenfive. 

IspAHAN is fituated nearly in thirty two degrees 
north latitude, on a fruitful plain, in the province 
of HIERACK, anciently the kingdom of the parrut- 
Ans. About three or four ENGLIsH miles diftant 
from the city, to the fouth, runs an high ridge of 
mountains from eaft to weft. Suacu apBass the 


Great transferred the feat of the PERSIAN govern: 
ment from casBIn to this place. 


Ispa- 
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IspAHAN is plentifully fupplied with water from cuaP. vi. 
the river ScHENDEROO, which runs between the oe fp 
and. the fuburbs, keeping its courfe to the north. 
Ic rifes near the city, and is fordable almoft every 
where, unlefs during great rains, which feldom hap- 
pen. After pafling this place, its courfe is but fhort, 
for it foon lofes itfelf in dry parched plains. Over 
the scHENDEROO there are three ftately ftone bridg- 
es in fight of one another; but the one in the 
middle, betwixt the city and that part of the fub- 
urbs called ju_pHa, which terminates the {pacious: 
fireet TZAR-BACH, far exceeds any ftructure of that 
kind I ever faw. It is broad enough for two. car-- 
rages and.a horfeman to pafs abreaft, and has gal- 
leries on each fide, which are covered, for the con- 
venience of people on foot; and watch-men are fta- 
tioned at each end to prevent diforders. ‘There: 
are few houfes in the town which have not their 
chaufes, 7. ¢. cifterns of water, conveyed in pipes: 
from. the river: a moft falutary and refrefhing cir~ 
-cumftance in fuch a dry and fulery climate. 
_ The city is populous, and, as. I already obferved,, 
very extenfive. As. moft of the inhabitants. have: 
a their- 
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cuapP. vi. their houfes apart, furrounded with gardens, plant- 


LV ]ik7 ° : : 
ed with fruit and other trees, ata diftance 1t appears 
ST a aS) : ts 


like a city in a foreft, and affords a very agreeable 
profpect. | 

The ftreets are generally very narrow and irregu- 
lar, except that leading to the great bridge, already 
mentioned. ‘This noble ftreet is very broad and 
ftraight, and near an ENGLIsH mile in length. On 
each fide are the King’s palaces, courts of juftice, 
and the academies for the education of youth, with 
two rows of tall chinar trees, which afford a fine 
fhade. ‘Thefe trees have a fmooth whitifh bark, 
and a broad leaf like the plane-tree. At certain 
diftances there are fountains of water that play con- 
tinually, round which are {pread carpets; and thither 
the Persians refort to drink coffee, fmoak tobacco, 
and hear news: which, I muft confefs, is very agree- 
able in hot weather. 

About half-a mile below the city is a fine plain 
upon the bank of the river, where the PERSIANS, 
every evening, exercife their horfes in riding, and 
accuftom them to the difcharge of fire-arms. They 
alfo fhoot at butts with bows and arrows, and throw 

: blunt- 
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blunted darts at one another; at which they appear cwap. v1. 
‘very dextrous. | itil ig 

The city is-almoft quite defencelefs, having only 
-a flight wall round it, built of mud dried by the 
fun, which is broken down in many places: fo that, 
af the army is defeated in the field, ispAHAN cannot 
defend itfelf one day; for even all the artillery I 
faw, -confifted of about twenty brafs cannon, which 
ftood in the grand court before the palace gate, 
‘and were more for parade than real -ufe. 

The houfes here, «as m other places of PERsta, 
are generally built with bricks hardened by the fun. 
The roofs are flat, and covered with a terrace; they 
make but a mean appearance from the ftreet, though 
within they are neat and clean; and very convenient 
for the Persian manner of life. The Shach’s pa- 
Jaces, the publick edifices, and the houfes of all 
perfons of diftinétion, are built with ftone. 

As the ftreets are not paved, when it is windy, 
the city is fometimes involved im fuch a cloud of 
duft, that the fun is fcarcely vifible. This obliges 
the inhabitants to water the ftreets, at leaft every 
evening. Thefe gufts of wind are very difagreeable; 

Vor. I. 2 but 
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enap. vi. but they happen feldom, and are of fhort duration. 


7 SEE Es 
Cry 


At ISPAHAN are many manufactories of filk and 
cotton, and a great many filk-worms in the neigh- 
bourhood. As the confumption of filk is very con-— 
fiderable at this place, little of 1t is exported.. The 
making carpets, however, employs the greateft num- 
ber of hands; for which the demand 1s great, as they 
are preferable in quality, defign, and colour to any 
made elfewhere. 

The fields about the city are very fertile, and 
produce plentiful crops of excellent wheat and bar- 
ley; but then they muft all be watered on account 
ef the drynefs of the foil, which 1s a work of labour 
and expence: befides. thefe I faw no other grain. 

The Persians tread out their corn with oxen or 
afles: for this purpofe they make a circle, about 
twenty or thirty feet in diameter, on the circumfe- 


ence whereof the fhaves are laid; there is a light 


fledge or hurdle.drawn by the cattle, in which the 


driver fits and directs: them round and round, as. - 
eften as is neceffary; and new fhaves are always ad- 
ded when the former ones. are trodden fufficiently: 
This. operation alfo foftens. the ftraw, and. renders. 


1c 
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it very good provender; there is no hay in pERsra, CHAP. VI. 
and the beft horfes are kept in a condition for any *717" 
fervice by this food, and a {mall quantity of Cais 
barley twice. a day. 

They have flocks of large fheep, whercof the 
mutton is very good, but the wool coarfe. In the 
province of KARAMENIA indeed they have exceeding 
fine wool, fome of which I have feen little inferior 
to filk. ‘Their horned cattle are buftalos; which af- 
ford them milk, and are ufed in plowing the ground 
and drawing carriages. ‘They have alfo the com- 
mon kind of cattle of different fizes. "The better 
fort of people eat chiefly mutton and fowls, but ve- 
ry little beef. 

Befides the cattle I have mentioned, there is an- 
other kind, having a high rifing upon the fhoulder,: 
with clean limbs, which are very handfome. 

As I have formerly obferved, that the Persians 
make ufe of ice to cool their water in fummer, it 
may be asked, where are got fuch quantities, in fo 
hot a climate, as are daily fold in the ftreets, for 
that purpofe? I was informed, that there were peo- 
ple who made it their bufinefs to watch the frofty 


Q 2 nights, 
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cuap. vi, nights, in the winter feafon; on which occafions they 


I 
QZ 


‘717+ went to the mountains near the city, and threw wa-- 
VN 


ter on certain places, which being frozen, they con- 
tinued to repeat the operation till the ice was of: 
convenient thicknefs; then they cut it in preces, and’ 
carry it into caves, hewn in-the rocks, where it is- 
preferved during the fummer; what they cannot car-. 
ry off before the fun rifes is: covered, to defend it: 
from his. heat. 

While L remained at 1spanan, Ivifited the Shach’s- 
aviary. It:contains a great variety of all’ kinds of 
birds, many of which had.come from 1np1a, and’o-. 
ther foreign parts. Among the reft were a couple: 
of turkeys, which it feems.are rare birds in- PERsIA.. 
The place-is very neat and elegant; the aviary is- 
about fifteen feet high, and covered with a net-work: 
of brafs-wire; to:_prevent the birds flying away. 

Provifions..of all kinds-are very dear at-1sPAHAN,. 
which 1s. fufhciently apparent from the number of' 
poor that go.about. the-ftreets. Nothing however: 
is fo extravagantly: high as: fire-wood. 

‘The: ROMAN CATHOLIcS. have three -convents: in: 
che city; viz, thofe of the CARMELITES, GAPUGHINS,. 


and: 
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and: AUGUSTINS. ‘Lhe jesuITs and DOMINICANS cwaP. VI. 
have their feparate convents in the fuburbs of jut- 1717: 
pHa, which is inhabited by ARMENIANS, who are al- 
lowed the free exercife of their religion: 

There. is-a.confiderable number of jews in the 
city, who are either merchants or mechanics. 

In the nerghbourhood. of the city 1s. a tribe: of: 
people, called by the persians ciaur, who worfhip 
fire, being the pofterity. of the ancient inhabitants: 
of this country, who. paid divine. honours to that. 
element. They are a poor indolent race, and: live 
in nafty huts, orin-tents. They fpeak..a different | 
language from the persian; have black hair, and 
are of a fwarthy complexion. They: have fome 
fheep and cattle; but. many of them go about the: 
{treets begging, 

About three or four>miles tothe fouthward of © 
the city, are to be feen the ruins of a tower on the 
top of a mountain; where,-it is faid, Darius fat. wher 
ALEXANDER the Great fought the fecond. battle-with 
the PERSIANS... Twas alfo told, that about two days . 
journey from=1spaHAN, are diftinguifhable the re- 
mains of the tomb of Queen EsTHER, a lady cele- 

brated = 
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cuap. vi. brated in holy writ for many virtues. ‘Thefe, and 

_ 1 /*7* many other places, I intended to have examined on 
the fpot, but was unluckily prevented for want of 
time. | a 

While we lay at TaucuTzy, waiting for horfes 
and camels, two of our fervants were ftung with 
{corpions; but were foon cured, by timely applica- 
tion of the oil of {corpions, prepared after the PER- 

SIAN manner, without any other remedy. ‘The jack- 
als made a difmal howling under our windows every 
night. 

I have now finifhed my obfervations on whatever 
feemed moft remarkable in, and about the city of 
ispAHAN. I fhall only add, that, among the many 
lofty and pompous titles which this mighty monarch 
affumes, there are fome very extraordinary; of which 
I fhall mention one, ‘ ‘That the greateft kings of the 
‘ earth may think it an honour to drink out of his 
‘ horfes footfteps.’ Several more inftances might be 


given, in the Oriental ftile, fully as extravagant. 


THE 
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THE SHACHS PALACES. CHAP. VI. 
I. TZEL sooTUN, or that of forty pillars. iagag 
ny 


2. TEVELA TELEAR, near the ftables. 

3. HASTA-BEHASI, chambers of paradife. 

4. OTHIAT TALLARD, near the HARAM. 

5. GULDESTA, houfe of eunuchs. 

6. TAUGHTZY, at the north entry. 

7. FARRABBATT, fouth eaft from the city. 

Persia is at prefent divided into fixteen provin- 
ces, many of them of great extent. I {hall mention 
their prefent names, and, oppofite to them, thofe 


they feem to have born among the ancients. 


MODERN NAMES. ANCIENT.. 
I. TURKOMANIA, GREAT ARMENIA, 
2. DIARBECK, MESOPOTAMIA. 
3. KURDISTAN, part of AssYRIA. 


4. HIERACK ARABEE, CHALDEA, OF BABYLON. 

5. HIERACK AGGEMY, region of the PARTHIANS. 

6. SHIRVAN, towards the north-weft coaft: 
of the casPIAN fea. 


7. GUILANand MESAN- 
HY RCANIA.. 
DERAN,, 
3.. ASTRABATT,, MARGIANA. 


Q- US= 
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*CHAP, VI. MODERN NAMES. ANCIENT. 
I717. | 
» USBECK BACTRIA. 
tv. 7 : 
10. KORASSAN, ARIA. 
II. SABLESTAN, PPARAPOMISIA. 
-12. SIGISTAN, DRANGIANA. 


I 3° ARACHOSIA. 
4. MACHRAN. 


15. KARAMENIA, ‘reaching to the gulph of or- 
MUS. 
16. PHARSISTAN, OLD PERSIA, whereof PERSE- 


POLIS was the capital city. 


Ihave added the ancient names according to the 
‘beft information I could procure; for, under the va- 
rious revolutions of this country, the records have 
been almoft wholly either loft or deftroyed: fo that 
the perstans themfelves know very little of the .an- 
«cient hiftory of their country. 


CHAP. 
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C HAP PoqeEcR -V¥p 
Prom ISPAHAN to SHAMACHY; Occurrénces during our 


flay there. 


SEPTEMBER ift, having procured horfes and 

_-camels, and every thing neceflary, and having 
calfo got a conductor from the Shach, we this day 
left IsPAHAN in order to return to Russia. We 
travelled fhort ftages-along the fame road by which 
‘we came to IspAHAN. ~Lattle material happened 


for a confiderable time,-and I fhall not repeat what 


‘CHAP. Vit. 
1717: 
iSPVTND 


I formerly obferved; I fhall only take notice, that 


many of the places, through which we pafled, were 


much infefted ‘by {trong gangs of high-way men. 
We were therefore obliged to travel very cautioully, 
cand to keep our people together, near the baggage; 
‘but particularly to procure a fafe caravanfery for 
eur lodgings. The weather continuing very hot, 
was the reafon of our making ‘eafy marches; and 
thefe chiefly in the mornings and evenings, and 
fometimes in the night, when it could be done with 


fafety. 
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CHAP, VII. 


1717. 
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We travelled in this manner till the 26th of Sep- 
tember, when we arrived at a village called ARRA- 
ZANT, where we lodged. Next day, inftead of pur- 
fuing the fame route by Tauris, we turned to the 
right and took the road leading to casBin and cut- 
LAN. . 

The 27th, we proceeded five agatz to MEMBE-; 
recK; and the 28th four, to the city of cAsBiN. - 
This place is fituated in. a fpacious plain, having ai 
ridge of high mountains to the north. J] mention- 
ed formerly, that casBin was once the feat of go- 
vernment, and the refidence of the PERSIAN mo- 
narchs: There are ftill to be feen the ruins of ma- 
ny flately mofques, palaces, and other publick edi- 
fices, ‘The city appears to have been, in former 
times, very large and flourifhing, but is now much: 
contracted and decayed. | | “ 

The plague raged :here all eRe sicaabllbsi far 
mer, which had almoft. depopulated the-place.. And 
although the fury of that contagious diftemper was. 
much abated, people continyed to. die daily;. which: 
made us. refolve to remain no longer than was ab- 


folutely neceflary, in. a to prepare things for our 


- jour- 
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“journey to cuitan. This could not be foon ac- cuap. vu. 
complithed at a time of fuch publick calamity. Ly ae 
In the mean time, many of our people were feiz- 
ed with peftilential fevers, who all recovered but 
one. He died fuddenly, with the ufual fymptoms 
of the plague. I and feveral of our people were 
likewife taken with fevers, occafioned by our being 
lodged in houfes where the Persians had lately 
* died. Thefe circumftances made the ambaflador 
_ -xefolve to leave the place at all events. During the 
time therefore which we were obliged to wait for 
horfes and camels, we removed out of town about 
a mile, to a garden belonging to the Shach, provid- 
ed for us by the commandant of the city and pro- 
vince. Here we fet up our tents; and in this fituas 
tion, by the help of free air and good water, our 
people recovered furprifingly: fo chat, in a fhore 
time, moft of them were able to ride, another gentle- 
man only and myfelf were carried in litters between 
two mules. 
The 12th of O&ober, we fet out again, purfuing 
our journey northward. After travelling about two 
leagues through a plain, we afcended an high and 
R 2 {teep 
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cuap. vu. fleep mountain, and, proceeding onward about: a: 
Reale league, came to a fimall village where we lodged.. 
~ “ All the inhabicants had forfaken.their houfes. What- 
ever elfe was wanting, we. had here the comfort of 

pure air;. which had fuch.an effect on me, that, next: 

day, I was able to mount on horfe-back, though at 

fetting out, I was fcarcely. in. condition to bear. the. 

eafy. motion of: the licter. | 

We continued: our journey, afcending and’ de-. 

fcending many fteep rocks and mountains for four: 

days, when we arrived: at- menzyxy, a-lictle town 
fituated: in a- charming valley; where grow abun- 
dance of citrons, oranges, olives, befide grapes and 

other fruits.. Thefe-I own were tempting objects; 
but fad experience taught. many- of: us. to value~ 
them.ne-more than-{loes or.bramble berries. MeEn= 

zYLY is governed by a kalentar, or judge; it is.a- 

pretty romantick place, encompafied by high moun- 

tains on all fides, which decline to the north, and’ 

are covered with grafs. ‘This is a rare fight in pER+ 
sid, and is caufed by. the great autumnal rains; for: 

along the fouth coaft of the GasPiaN fea,. it-rains 
at this feafon, almoft. without: intermiffion, for: the 


{pace: 
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fpace of fix weeks or two months. In this and the CHAP. vin 
neighbouring villages are bred a great number of eh 
filk-worms, which produce the beft and greateft 
quantities of raw-{ilk: made in the province of curt 
LAN; from whence it is exported by the aRMENIAN 
merchants, partly through russia. to HOLLAND, and. 
partly by. land to.aneppo, for the LEVANT trade. 

Having ftaid two days at MENzYLY, we fet out 
again in heavy rains, through deep roads, which 
greatly incommoded our camels; for they often {lip- 
ped, and fometimes fell down under their burdens; 
however, in five days we reached rEsup, the capital. 
of the province of GUILAN.. 

Resup ftands: in.a plain, furrounded with great 
woods. on. every fide, about a:day's journey from the: 
neareft fhore of the casPIAN fea, where is a very. 
good harbour for fhips.of fmalk burden 

The houfes are thinly: {cattered;, refembling ra-' - 
ther a large village than a town. As the ground 
at this place is-very flat, the inhabitants: are oblig- 
ed to chufe the dryeft places:to build on. In the 
market place, I faw about eight pieces of cannon,’ 
mounted on forry carriages;.among which was: a 


neat 
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-cnap. vi. neat brafs field-piece, with the name of that noted 
*7'7> prince the Duke of HonsTEIN GOTTORP upon it: it 
Seems ‘to have been left here accidentally by the 
ambafladors of that Duke to the then Shach of 

PERSIA. i . 
The houfes are mean, in comparifon with thofe 
an other parts of persia; the roofs are raifed and 

tiled, to carry off the great falls of rain. | 
The marfhes and pools, with which RESHD is fur- 

xounded, renders it very unhealthy, efpecially in the - 
heat of fummer, when it is often vifited with the 
peftilence; and, although it is a place of the oreat- 
eft plenty, the inhabitants look as half ftarved. 1 
was told they were obliged to confine themfelves to 
a fcanty diet; that, if they allowed. themfelves the 
 leaft indulgence, even fo far as to eat their rice with 
_ butter, they were liable to agues, the reigning dif- 
temper in this climate. Many of our people were 
actually feized with thefe agues, though none of 
them proved mortal. Here, as at the capitals of 
the other provinces, we were obliged to remain a 
confiderable time, much longer than we inclined. 
For every province bears the expence of ambafla- 
dors, 
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dors, from the time they arrive at its capital, till cap. vi 
they reach the capital of the next province, where +717 
frefh fupplies of money and cattle are to be procu- | 
red. The obtaining thefe things: and the rainy 
weather detained us in this difagreeable place. The 
pools aré full of frogs that chatter like magpies,. 
and make fuch a loud croaking, befides their chat- 
tering, that a perfon cannot fleep till he is accuf 
tomed to that noife. pe ji 
_ The country about resup is very fruitful; parti-. 
eularly in rice, which grows plentifully on the mar- 
fhy grounds; and is. fufficient to fupply. moft of the: 
other provinces of persta: there is alfo plenty of 
fruit natural to the climate. “The ARMENIANS, who: 
inhabit resHp, make good wine both red'and white; 
and even in the woods you may fee the vines, load- 
en with clufters of grapes, twifting about the trees,” 
which are left to the» birds, as they are not “ree : 
gathering, amid fuch plenty. 

Great flocks of fieldfares,; thrufhes, black-birds,,. 
with yaft quantities of ftorks, cranes, fwans, wild= - 
geefe, and all other kinds of water-fowl, come hi-- 
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-cHap. vil. ther from the north, during the winter, and ‘return - 


By to the northern regions in the {pring. 


The ftaple of curian is raw-filk, of which — 


‘make great quantities, both for their own confump- 


tion and for exportation. 

While we remained at REsHD, two ambafladors 
arrived from the aljuka chan, prince of the Kot- 
MUCK-TARTARS, in ‘their way to ISPAHAN. 


November gth, we left resup and travelled 


through thick woods .to the fhore, :along which we 
‘kept to the left, in all about five agatz, and then 
lodged in a {mall empty village. 


The 13th, we proceeded fix agatz to a {mall 


town called KEsHKER. ‘This day the road lay 


through pleafant woods. At fome diftance from 


the fea we met with fome groves of orange trees, 
‘where we found bloffoms, ripe and green fruit on. 
the fame tree. ‘The great rains detained us fome 
days at KESHKER: during which a new maymander. 


-arrived from IsPAHAN, who arrefted the former one 


for fome fault he had committed on the road. 
The 20th, we travelled from KEsHKER to the 
dhore, three agatz, and halted a little; then along 
the 
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the fhore four agatz farther, and at midnight reach- cnap.vit. 


‘ed an empty village: a difagreeable circumftance, af- 17! "@ 


ter marching in conftant rain the whole: day, which 
had rendered the rivers almoft impailable to camels. 
From the 21ft to the 27th, we advanced along 


the fhore. The roads were very good. At laft, we 


came to a town called astara, where we halted for - 


refrefhment. ‘There is nothing remarkable about 
this place, except its pleafant fituation. 

December 1ft, we reached stARAKENT, a large 
village. And next day LaNccarA, fituated on ‘the 
fhore at the mouth of a river, an agatz diftant from 
the former. And the 3d, to kyzILLacarTcu, five 
agatz from Lanccara. ‘This day we pafied along 
feveral large bridges, over very deep rivers. In oreat 
rains, and {trong northerly winds, thefe rivers fwell 
above their banks, and, fpreading to a great extent 
round the bridges, render them impaflable. 

The 5th, we travelled five agatz to TZAMACHAVA. 
I was furprized at the great flocks of water-fowl 
near this place: fo numerous were they that one of 
our people killed eight geefe at one difcharge. 

The 7th, we entered the plains of mucan. I de- 
Vou. I. S$ fcribed 
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cuap; vu. {cribed’ what feemed: moft remarkable in this deferé;. 
Bead when going fouthward, and fhall not recapitulate any, 
| thing I formerly obferved. The road was very good.. 
We lodged at. the river BULGARA, fix. agatz from. 
TZAMAGHAVA; the water of the river is muddy and: 
brackifh.. Next day we advanced feven agatz, and- 
lodged: again in tents; for- there are no houfes in. 
this. plain, and only pit water, very brackifh: 

On the gth, we travelled feven agatz to fome- 
fmall huts, beyond the river. KuRE, which we pafled: 
on a bridge.of boats. We pafied this river about: 
a day’s journey above this. place, in going to 1sPpa-. 
HAN, when: I, made my remarks upon-it: Seven a- 
gatz from thefe huts, ftands a place called kK ara-; 
KuropyY, the laft {tage im the deferr, where we lodg-. 
ed on the 11th,. 

"The 1.2th, we arrived at SHAMACHY, five agatz: 
from the-laft ftage. Since the time we left this: 
place, it had fuffered grievoully bythe: plague,. 
which raged here all the preceeding fummer. Ic: 
was. now much. abated, though not: quite; extin-. 
quifhed. This. was a difagreeable circumftance, ma-. 
ny of our people were fickly, and two of them died? 

of; 
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“of the diftemper: for the empty houfes, where the cap. vir. 
perRsIANS had died, notwithftanding every precauti- re 
Vrs 
‘on, particularly fmoaking the walls, ftill proved in- 
fectious. : 
I was informed, that about feventy thoufand per- 
fons had been carried off by the peftilence, wichin 
the laft eight months, in sHamacny and the pro- 
‘vince Of SHIRVAN. 
The 1 5th, my old acquaintance, Monfietir yetisxy 
the DANTZICKER, whom I formerly mentioned, came 
to vifit me. He was fo altered by ficknefs that I 
{carce knew him. He told me what difmal havock 
the plague had made, particularly in his own fami- 
ly. I asked, why he did not retire to the country 
for better air? His anfwer was, whither could he fly 
from cop atmicuty! This I find to be the general 
-opinion of the manomeTans, both perstans ‘and 
TuRKs. ‘The fame day I had a vifit from father 
BACKOND, the only miffionary at prefent in thefe 
parts, his companion, father ricarp, being dead of 
the plague. 
—'The feafon being now far advanced, it became 
proper to pitch on fome place for winter quarters. 


Sie The 
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cuap:vu. The- terrible peftilence which had prevailed fo long, 


1718. 


and with fuch deftruction, greatly deterred us from: 
chufing this. place. “The-fuperior convenience, how- 
ever, of it; the prefent abatement of the plague;. 
and chiefly becaufe a: province is not obliged to fup- 
port the expences of an ambaffador till he arrives: 
at the capital; and feveral other reafons, determined: 
us to winter at SHAMACHY. 

January 15th, 17186, the Chan came to: town. 
from the country, where he had been all the laft 
furamer. : o% 

‘Fhe 21ft, the ambaffador:-paid the Chan a-vifit, 
which was returned the 25th. 

Nothing material happened: during the. winter;. 
enly we often heard of the-bad fuccefs of the Shach’s: 
forces, which were fent tO. GHANDAHAR, again{t the: 
rebel MERY. MAHMUT;. and of many incurfions into: 
the PERsIAN provinces, made by the mountaineers: 
who inhabit between the BLAcKk and:cAsPiAN feas. | 

March roth, one of our. gentlemen, Monfieur Lo- 
PUCHIN, was fent away by land tO ASTRAGHAN, with: 
an elephant and-all'the horfes. He was.efcorted by: 
ahirty, RUssiAN. foldiers, and fome. AsFRACHAN TaAR- 


TARS.. 
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rars. In his match, between DERBENT and TERKY, cap. vit. 
he was attacked by fome hundreds of the mountai- 17! 
neers, called sHarrKALis, who killed one man and ~ 
two-horfes, and wounded feveral men and the ele- 
phant. | Meeting, however, with a warm reception 
they thought proper to retire, but carried off three 
of the horfes. “The gentleman arrived fafe, withous 
any further misfortune, at ASTRACHAN.. 

April 14th, fhips, commanded by captain RENTLE, 
arrived at NIEZABATT, in. order to tranfport the ams 
Bafflador to asrracHaNn.. He could’ not, however, 
proceed immediately to embark; for we were oblig- 
ed to wait for an anfwer to an exprefs, which the 
Chan had difpatched to-1spaHaN on affairs of im- 

' portance, which did not return till the end of May: - 
All of us impatiently defired to leave sHamacny be- 
fore the great heat came on. Imthe-mean time, we 
diverted’ ourfelves with hunting. TI went often to 
fee the filk-worms feeding on mulberry leaves. The 
inhabitants were apprehenfive that the plague would 
Break out again in the fummer; and we had already 
buried twenty two of our people, fince our-arrival. 
on the. frontiers.of PERSIA.. 

On 
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cuapvit. On the night of thé eight of May there was fuch 
1718. Aathes of lightning, as had not happened in the me- 
Waa) 
mory of man; though the night was dark, I could 
plainly fee the cattle in the adjacent fields, by means 
of the corufcations. The lightning was accompa- 
nied with dreadful claps of thunder, which lafted 


above two hours. 


CHAPTER VIL 
From sHAMACHY to $T. PETERSBURG. 


JUNE 16th, we left sHamacuy, and in four days 
arrived fafe at NIEZABATT, where we found ni 
waiting to receive us. . 

On the 21{t we began to load the veffels with all 
poflible difpatch, which was foon accomplifhed by 
the afliftance of fome russ foldiers, who had win- 
tered at this place. Since I have mentioned thefe 
foldiers, I thall briefly relate how they happened to 
be on this coatft. | j 

The people of cu1va, a territory (fee p. 42.) 
eaftward from the cAsPIAN fea, having feveral:times 


rob- 
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robbed and plundered fome caravans of RUSSIAN CHAP.VILL 
merchants going to BucHaRLA, his Czarifh Ma- ET AS 
jefty determined to fend a {mall body of regular : 
troops and fome coflacks, to demand fatisfaction for - 
fuch outrages committed in» tune of peace. For 
this purpofe Mr, BecKviTz, a captain of the guards;. 
who was appointed to. command this expedition, re: 
paired to ASTRACHAN, in fummer 1716, in order 
to make all the neceflary preparations again{t next 
fpring. Having accordingly embarked his men, pro- 
vifions, and ammunition, at the proper feafon, he: 
fteered his courfe along the caspian fea, and land- 
ed at a:place called KRAsNA-voopDaA,.1. €: red water, 
as near to cHiva as he conveniently could: This 
place was. barren, and: uninhabited: Having there- 
fore moored his: tranfports; he erected a fmall fore: 
to fecure his retreat, in cafe of accidents.. 

In the mean time, he fent. a friendly. meflage to» 
the Chan of cxiva, to norify his arrival; and to de+ 
fire he would furnifh him with: provifions:and quar- 
ters for his men; for which he-offered to pay ready; 
money. The crafty rarrar recurned for anfwer, that: 
he might. come.to-cuiya with. the. greateft. fafety,. 

where: 
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cuap.vut.where all his demands fhould be granted. At the 
1718. time time, fent him a prefent of fruits and frefh 
LYN 
provifions, and guides to conduct him on the road, 
accompanied with the higheft expreflions of refpe@ 
to his Czarifh Majefty. . Mr. peck virz, having left 
about three hundred men in the fort, to guard the 
camp and provifions, proceeded with the reft, and a 
few field-pieces, towards cHIVA. 
. In three or four days he arrived. in the neighbour- 
hood of the town, where he was met by feveral of 
the chiefs, who came with compliments from the 
Chan, and to fettle matters relative to the canton- 
ment of the foldiers. This particular was difhcult 
co adjuft. : | 
Mr. Beckvitz infifted, that all his men fhould 
be quartered in the town, and nothing but infatua- 
tion could-have influenced him to alter fo prudent 
a refolution. But the rarTars ftarted many ob- 
jections againft putting it in execution, and pretend- 
ed that the Chan and themfelves were willing to 
agree to it; but the people were averfe, and jealous 
of having fo many armed men lodged within their 
walls. And therefore they propofed, as a means of 
: | quiet- 
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‘juieting the minds of the people, that he fhould cuap.vnr. 
feparate his men, in order to be quartered more bah 
conveniently in the adjacent villages; that himfelf 
fhould have lodgings in the town, with a fufficterit 
guard to attend him. ‘This motion was ftrongly 
oppofed by all the old officers, who looked on it.as 
a ftvatagem laid for their deftruétion. And fuch in 
reality it proved in the‘end. — 

Mr. Beck vitTz, deluded by falfe promifes, at laft 
‘confented to canton his men. No fooner were they 
divided into {mall parties than they were inclofed, 
and attacked by great numbers of TarTaRs; and 
moft of them either killed or taken prifoners, who 
were afterwards fold for flaves. A few of them tak- 
ing the alarm ftood to their arms, and made a brave 
defence for fome time, endeavouring chiefly to re- 
gain their camp and {hips; but having a barren de- 
fert to pafs, and the Tartar horfe harrafling them 
day and night, they were at laft obliged to fubmit 
to fatal neceflity.. The imprudence of the general 
was the fole‘caufe of all thefe misfortunes; for, be- 
ing in no want of provifions or ammunition, had he 
only kept his men together, the whole combined 
Vou. Lb T power 
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cuap.vi. power of thefe rarrars could not have prevented! 
ipa his regaining the camp and fhipping.. 

: The camp was next attacked by the TarTars.. 
But they were repulfed by the garrifon, which, hav- 
ing now. intelligence. of what had. pafled at curva,. 
demolifhed the fort, reimbarked the men and ftores,. 
and fet fail for astracHAN. The feafon was now- 
too far advanced: to gain. that port: this. circum: 
ftance, together. with. hard gales. of contrary winds, 
obliged them to put into NIEZABATT in order. 
to pafs the winter. Here they were: hofpitably re- 
ceived by the persians;. and: the prefence of the: 
ambaflador: at, sHAMACHY, contributed: greatly to. 
the relief of thefe poor. unfortunate people: 

Unhappy. seck.virz himfelf, happened: to: be- 
taken prifoner,~ He was fent for to the Chan’s tent, 
on fome pretence of bufinefs, where-they. firft ftruck. 
off his head; then after venting their barbarous rage- 
on his.dead body, they. flayed it, and, having ftuffed: 
the skin. with flraw, placed:it, a miferable {peétacle,. 
on one of the city gates: 

This-unforrunate gentleman. was the fon ofa pet-- 
ty prince, or chief ofa tribe in TZERKESsIA, and had: 


been: 
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‘been fent to russia in his infancy, as a hoftage forcHap.vit. 
chis father's fidelity. : iyi. 

WIV 
Being now on the point of departing — PER- 

‘sta, Called by the Persians 1rAN, and alfo pHar- 
stsTan, I fhall clofe what I have to offer regarding 
‘that country, by giving a lift of the principal off- 

‘cers of ftate who attend that mighty monarch at 

the megilifs, 7. e. publick audience of ambafiadors; 

‘they fit in the hall of audience according to their 
‘re{pective ranks, and have all of them, on thofe oc- 
cafions, magnificent caps, and robes of ftate, kept in 

the king’s wardrobe for that purpofe. 

1. The Etmadowlett, prime minifter. 


2. Spaflelaar, general in chief. 

3 Kurtfy Bafha, general of 12,000 men. 
4. Kular-agafly, director of the prifons. | 
ia) ‘Tfengy Bafha, general of musketeers, . 
6. Ifhek-agaffy Batha, mafter of ceremonies. 
Py Divan Begg, chief juttice. 

8. Toptfhy Bafha, mafter of the ordinance. 
oe Vaggian Aviz, fecretary of flate. 
10. Merifh-kaz Bafha, grand falconer. 

Degevedar Bafha, general of the artillery. 
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enyap.vir. 12. The Milachurd Bafha Giloff, mafter of horfe.. 
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26. 


Milachurd Yaffy Bafha, mafter of the 
field-horfes. 

Kolopha.. 

Mamalek, comptroller of the houfhold.. 

Kchafla, cabinet fecretary. 


_ Nazyr Daftar, fteward: of the houfhold:. 


VilirtspaHAN, Chief magiftrate of IsPAHAN... 
Vifir Kurefy, general of horfe. 
Vifir Kule. 
Chafnadar Bafha, chief treafurer. 
Kaliphar Kafhkar, chief judge in civil af- 
fairs. | 
Doroga Taftar, judge of the-city. 
Sachapt Tauchtzy. 


_Sachapt Narvifs, chief aftrologer.. 


Hakim Bafha, chief phyfician.. 


The following officers attend the Shach wherever: 


he goes. 


1." The Ibrahim Aga, chief of the eunuchs, 


is 
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Yeufh Bafha, chief of the white eunuchs.. 
Achmet Aga, chief of the black eunuchs.. 
Klitch Kurtfhy, fword-bearer.. 


5. kes 


5. The Tzatyn Bafha, quiver-bearer. CHAP.VIII, 
6.. Saddach Kurtfhy, bow-bearer. 17198. 
YN 
7s Tfang Kurtfhy, musket-bearer..  — 
3. Degid Kurtfhy, dart-bearer. 


9. Kalchan Kurtfhy, target-bearer. 

The following are the chief doctors of the Law. . 
of. MAHOMET. | ? 

_1, Sadyr Chaffa, the fame office in persia as. that. 

of the Mufty in TuRKEY.. 

2, Sadyr.Mamimalek, . 

3. Fazyl.., 

4. Shach Iflam... 

5, Chazy. 

6. Mullah Bafha... 

7. Mudarals... 

8. Pifhnamafh.. 

g.. Mutafhett Bafha. 

10. Moafham Bafha.. _ 

Thefe are the principal; befides whom, there are 
many other officers. too numerous to recite. With 
the foregoing lift I clofe what I have to fay regard-. 
ing PERSIA.. 

‘Ehe.26ch, we fet fail from NiezasaTr with a fair 

wind 
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CHAP. vin.wind at fouth-eaft, which lafted only a few hours; 
pti after which we were becalmed for elites days. 

July 2d, the wind became again fair, and carried 
-us, with a gentle breeze, out of the deep water into 
foundings; but turning contrary, we came to anchor 
in thirty fathom water, where we lay till the 1 oth, 
~when it blew avery hard gale, which drove us from 
‘our anchors out to fea; and, continuing for two 
-days, brought us again in fight of the persian fhore, 
which was at this time no very agreeable object. 

The 13th, the wind chopped about favourable, 
cand fo continued, with little variation, till the 18th, 
-~when we arrived fafe at asTRACHAN, ‘to ‘the great Joy 
of all our company. 

September 7th, leaving astracHaNn, we failed up 
the votca. Our progrefs, contrary to the courfe — 
of the river, was very flow and ‘tedious. In calms 
the boats were drawn up by men, who went upon 
the banks; but in hard gales we were obliged to 
haul them near the fide and ly ftill. 

Oober 12th, after a voyage of five weeks, we 

’ arrived at the town of saraTorr, about eight hun 
dred verft diftant from astracwan.  ‘The- winter 
-<draw- Me 
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drawing on prevented our farther progrefs by wa-cuap.vi. 
ter. We therefore unloaded, and difcharged the 1718. 

LS YN 
boats, being refolved to remain here till the fnow 
fell, when we might proceed by land in fledges. 

November 1{t, there had now. been a little fall 
of fnow; fufficient to {mooth the roads, and this day 
we fet out from saraTorr in. fledges. 

The 3d, we came to a little town called: perro- 
sky, about ninety ver{t from saRATOFF. 

The 8th, we came’ to-a large town called penze,. 
ninety ver{t. from: the former. As we advanced to- 
the north the froft and: {now- dayly increafed, which 
made the roads. very fmooth and eafy.. Before we 
left this: place a fudden: rain: obliged us to halt a. 
few. days.. Here we met with, Brigadier Kropo- 
ToFF, who, with fome-regiments of dragoons, had: 
winter quarters at this place.. 

The 14th, the froft and {now returning, we fer 
out from PENZE. 

The 15th, we reached saransky, eighty verft 
from the former. Here we found many swepisH 
officers taken at POLTAVA, wno.were well quartered’ 
iene plentiful country. 


The 
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The 17th; we left saransky, and the 21ft, arriv- 
ed:at ARZAMAss, an hundred verft from saRANsKY. 


‘The 24th, we came ’to murum, three hundred 


and fixty verft from saratorr, ‘which I mentioned 


in going fouthward by water. From ‘sARATOFF to 
PETROSKY the country is fomewhat dry and barren; 
but the reft of the country through which we paf- 
fed is very fruitful, producing all kinds of corn, fine 
woods, particularly of oaks, interfperfed with ma- 
ny villages; and the face of the country, conftantly 
varied by plain and gently rifing grounds, affords ’a 
moft beautiful profpecét. From murum we came to 
the town of woLopimir,'an hundred and thirty verft 
from murum: this place is large and well peopled, 
and famous for being formerly the refidence of a 
‘great prince -of the fame name. 

The 3oth, we arrived fafe at the city of mosco, 
an hundred «and forty verft from the former, and 
feven hundred and feventy from saRaTorF. 

December 19th, we proceeded towards st. PE- 
TERSBURG, where we arrived on the 30th. Nothing 


material happened during our return through rus-_ 


s14, and what was moft remarkable in the country 
f 
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I defcribed in going fouthward. I cannot help tak-cwap.vim. 
ing notice of an extraordinary cafe of one of our 1718. 
people in an exceflive cold night. The fellow, ex- 
- pecting to banifh all feeling of cold from himfelf, 

drunk a large quantity of {pirits; which produced a 
drowfinefs that ended in fleep in an open fledge. 
On arriving at a village, the perfon was found ftiff, 
{peechlefs, and apparently quite dead; but being 
carried to a brook hard by, and plunged feveral 
times in the water, and then rubbed with fnow and 
brought into a warm room, with proper regimen he 
foon recovered, and was able to proceed next day. 

I have often obferved in other inftances, that the 
ufe of fpirituous liquors in cold weather, is the worft 
of remedies: for, though they warm at firft, they 

leave a chilnefs. behind them, not to be got clear of 

for a confiderable time. I have found by experience 
nothing preferable to weak warm liquors mixed with 
a little fpirits. “The russian travellers carefully a- 
void the. exceflive ufe of brandy in {trong frofts. 

Thus have I finifhed my account of a long, tedi- 
ous, and dangerous journey, which lafted for three 
years, attended with many difficulties not eafily con- 

Vou. I. U ceived 
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cuap.vit.ceived by thofe who have not travelled the fame: 
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road. At our return to ST. PETERSBURG, we found 


his majefty at that place, who, I was informed, was. 


well fatisfied with the conduét of his ambaflador,. 
whofe principal errand was to cultivate and cement 
amity, and a good correfpondence, between the two: 
crowns. of RUSSIA and PERSIA. | | 
Notwith{tanding the war with swEDEN had con- 
tinued near twenty years, this active monarch had 
not neglected, nor even fufpended, the building and 
adorning his new capital. During my abfence the 
appearance of things were fo changed that I could 
fcarce imagine myfelf in the fame place: fo furprif- 
ing was the alteration in fo fhort a time. Befides, 


this prince had fitted out a navy of thirty fhips of 


war, and three hundred gallies: -enterprifes which: 


might have been the work of ages, but not fuperior 


co the fingle induftry and activity of PETER the firft. 
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NAMES OF THE PRINCIPAL PERSONS WHO COMPOSED 


THE TRAIN OF THE AMBASSADOR. 


LEOFF VASSILOVICH ISMAYLOFF. 


LAURENCE DE LANGE, Secretary of the Embafly.. 
IVAN GLAZUN 0 FF,» the Ambaflador’s Secretary.. 
KNEAZ ALEXANDER SASECKIN, 4 ; 
NICOLAUS DE PAULI KRESTITY, | 
LUKIAN NESTEROFF, 


Gentlemen of the Em- 


| 
ALEXIE DIVOFF, . ge So 
DAVID GRAVE, | 
The AUTHOR of this Jourwnat, J 
GREGORY, a Prieft. 
Interpreters, clerks, a band of mufic, valets, footmen, &c. in all to the number: 
of about fixty perfons; befides a troop of twenty five dragoons, for our efcort 


from TOBOLSKY to PEKIN, and back. 
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from ST. PETERSBURG to TOBOLSKY the capital of 


SIBERIA. 


| HEN [arrived at st. PETERSBURG from ISPAHAN; 
I met with a very fenfible mortification, on find- 
ing that my very worthy friend, DR. ARESKINE, was no 
more; he died about fix weeks before my arrival. Not 
long after which, upon being informed that an em- 
bafly was: preparing for cHina, and that his majefty 
had nominated LEOFF VASSILOVICH ISMAYLOFF,. 
a gentleman of a family very well known and much: 
re{pected in Russia, and a captain of the guards, for » 
that employment, I became very defirous of making | 
that journey in his train. 
Upon my acquainting my very good friend, aRTE- 
MY PETROVICH VALENSKY, with my defire, he, with- 


out 
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cHap.r, out’ lofs of time, recommended me to LEOFF VASSILO- - 
1719+ vich ismayLorF, the appointed ambaffador, in fuch a. 
manner as produced, on all occafions, marks of friend-_ 
fhip and regard for me, as well during the journey, as 
alfo after our return, untill he died in 1736. 

“The time, between my return from IsPAHAN and my 
fetting out for pexIn, [ {pent with much fatisfaction 
with my friends and acquaintance at sT. PETERSBURG. 

Among whom I efteemed as fuch, not only feveral 
worthy perfons of my own countrymen, as well in. 
trade as in the fervice of his majefty; but alfo not a 
few of the Russian gentry, to whom I became known | 
on occafion of my journey to persia, and of whom I 
found many to be perfons of much worth and honour. 

At length the prefents for the Empéror of CHINA 
being got ready, as well as the ambaffador's difpatch- 
es, I fet out from st. PETERsBURG the 14th of July, 
1719, in company with Meflieurs Lance and GRavE, 
attended by a few fervants; the firft was a native of 
-SWEDEN, and the other of courLaNnD. We travelled 
to the city of mosco in {mall parties, the more eafily 
to procure poft horfes. The weather being very hot. 
obliged us to make fhort ftages, confining us moftly 
to the mornings and evenings. Having in my PERsI 
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AN journal defcribed what is moft remarkable on this crap. 
road, I have nothing to add to Saoats I have there ob- '7°9° 
LY W 


ferved. 

_ Nothing material happened during our journey to 
mosco, where we arrived on the 30th of July, and join- 
ed the ambaflador, who had arrived there two days 


before, having pafled us on the road. We took up 


our lodgings at the houfe of Mr. seLayor, near ‘the 
triumphal arch. Here we {pent five weeks in prepar- 
ing barques to go by-water to cazan, and. neceflaries 
for fo long and unfrequented a road. This interval 
we paffed very agreeably, being invited to all the en- 
tertainments the place afforded. 

September gth, having fhipped our baggage, and 


prepared every: thing for our departure, we went our- 


felves on board; and, after firing nine guns, rowed 


down the river mosco. ‘Fhere is a fhorter way from 


MOSCO to-sIBERIA through YAROSLAVE; but, as we were 


incumbered with heavy baggage, confifting chiefly of 


_ prefents from his majefly to the emperor of cHINa, 


it was thought beft to proceed as far as poflible by 


water. 


Accordingly we continued our courfe down the 


MOSGO fiver to’: KOLUMNa, then into the river ocKa;. 


and: 
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cyap.1. and pafling PERESLAVE-RESANSKY, MURUM, and other 


1719: towns of lefs note, we arrived at NISHNA-NOVOGOROD, 


ficuated to the right hand, on a high bank of the 
ocka, at its confluence with the votea. Leaving 
NISHNA, we entered the river voLca and proceeded 
towards CAZAN. 

After a voyage of fix weeks we arrived at cazAN 
on the 20th of O&ober. We intended to have con- 
tinued our route farther down the voueGa to the river 
Kama, which falls into the votca about fixty verft 


below cazan, and then up the KaMA to sOLIKAMSKY; 


but the advancement of the feafon, and the froft com-. 


ing on apace, made us refolve to remain at cazan till 


the winter fet in; leaft we fhould run the hazard of 


being frozen up near fome uninhabited place on the 


KAMA. 


In confequence of this refolution the barques were 


difcharged, and we took up our lodgings in the city. 


Here I] found many of my old friends and acquain- - 
tance, particularly the swEDIsH officers; among others, 
general HAMILTON, general ROSEN, and baron wAcn- 
MAITER, Who ftill remained prifoners of war, regretting 
the hard fate of their long captivity. We ftaid here 
about five weeks, waiting for the {now falling to {mooth 

the 


g 
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“the roads, and in the mean time were employed in cmap.t. 


“preparing fledges, and other neceflaries for our jour- */'?7° 
x Nn ae 


ney. Having formerly made my remarks on this route, 
sand particularly on cazawn-and its neighbourhood, I 
fhall now purfue our journey towards s1BERIA. 

~ November 24th, we fent off the heavy bageage: but 
‘Monfieur ismayLorF, with a few of the gentlemen, re- 
‘mained fome days longer; becaufe it was ‘difagreeable 
travelling on rough roads with loaded fledges. At laft 
-on the 28th, late inthe night, the ambaflador quitted 
GAZAN, ‘keeping to the north-eaftward. ‘There being 
many villages on the road we changed horfes.as often. 
-as occafion ‘required. 

The 29th, we travelled through woods, ‘confifting 
chiefly of tall oaks, fir; and birch. This part of the 
‘country is very fruitful, producing plenty of cattle, 
scorn, and honey. The hives are not made ‘like chofe 
in ENGLAND: the inhabitants take ‘the trunk of a lime- 
‘tree, afpin, or any foft wood, of about five or fix feet 
long; having {cooped it hollow, they make:a large aper- 
ture in one fide, about a foot in length‘and four inches 
- ‘broad; they then fix crofs rods within the trunk, for 
the bees-to build upon, and, having done this, clofe up 
ahe place carefully with:a board, leaving {niall notches 
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cuap.t, for the bees to goin and out. Thefe hives are plane. 


ee ed in proper places, at the fide of a, wood, and tied to-. 


a tree with ftrong wythes, to prevent their. being de 
{troyed by the bears who are great devourers of honey... 
The wax and honey exported yearly from GAZzAN make: 
a very confiderable article of trade. I have feen above 
an, hundred hives near one village; and was informed, : 
that they have a. method of extracting the honey and: 
wax without killing the bees, which would certainly-be:. 
worth knowing; but I was told it fo.indiftinétly, that L, 
could not underftand it, and had no CORONARY of. 
feeing i it practifed.. eat | 
The villages, through aaiiahs we poled, were sais 
mites by the TZEREMISH and. TZOOWASH TARTARS,. 
whom [have formerly mentioned. The three following. 
days the roads. were rough and narrow, lying through. 
dark woods; interfperfed with fome villages and corn: 
ficlds.. We paffed the 1cx. and feveral fmaller rivers, 
and then the viaTKa,.a pretty large one, all which dif-. 
charge-themfelves into the Kama. | . 
After a tedious journey. of fix, days, we came to ay. 
{mall town-called kL1NoF,. or, more commonly viaTKa,. 

from the. river..of. that-name.running near it... "The: 
Geuation, of this place is very pleafanc,, having round) - 
SP #5 re 
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“Gt corn-fields, and fine pafture, and the rivers in the capt, 


Posrbourhood abounding with great variety of fifth. 
9 4 he country about KLiNor is reckoned fo proper 
entice for fheep, that his majefty ordered fome 


‘thoufands of cerman fheep, molt efteemed for their 


‘wool, to be bought and fent thither, with a view to 
eftablifh a manufactory at this place for clothing his 
army. He alfo caufed a German fhepherd to be en- 
gaged in his fervice, who is fettled here, and enjoys a 
confiderable falary. ‘The flocks are already fo nume- 
rous, that I am perfuaded they will in time anfwer the 
send propofed. A thoufand other inftances might be 
‘produced of the unbounded genius of this great and 
active Prince, who fpares no expence, and overlooks 
nothing thar can contribute either to the honour or 
advantage of his empire: I cannot omit another feem- 
ingly inconfiderable article, I mean pump leather: this 
commodity was formerly brought from ENGLAND and 
HOLLAND at no fmall charge; to fave which, his ma- 
jefly gave orders to engage an ENGLISH tanner for a 
certain number’ of years, whom he fent to cazan, 
‘where the beft hides are, to teach the natives the art 


of dreffing them. "This fcheme has fully anfwered 


the end in view, and produced abundance, not only 


baa: of 
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cHAP.I, of pump leather, but of every other Riri of ae 


1719+ whereof that country hath any need. 


There being no verft. pofts.on this, though on moft. 
other roads.in-russta, I compute the diftance between 
CAZAN and. KLInoF to be. about five hundred: verft; . 
éach verft meafures one thoufand one hundred and fix- 
ty fix yards and. two feet ENGLisH. Here I met with 
feveral.swepisH ofiicers, who paffed a folitary life in a 
pleafant and plentiful. country.. We. halted one day.. 
to refrefh.ourfelves, and the mext, being the 5th of © 
December, we left the baggage to follow leifurely, and: 


fet. out again toward’souikamsky.. On the 7th, we- 


reached :Kay-GoroD, a.f{mall town. We perceived the - 
cold becoming. daily. more intenfe as we proceeded: 
northward along the banks of.the Kama. 

The 8th, we quitted, Kay-Gorop in»a. vehement: 
cold:. ‘Though there was little wind and a..thick fog, . 
the froft.continued fo penetrating that feveral of our.- 
people, who were moft expofed, had their. fingers and 
toes frozen. Moft.of them recovered by the common. 
method of rubbing the numbed. parts with fhow: but: 
had we not halted from. time. to time, at. villages to. 
let them warm themfelves, they muft have perifhed by» 
cold.. On.the.gth, we-arrived at the town.of soLikam-. 
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sxy, derived from soe falt and kama the river, on cHaP.t 


the banks of which it is ficuated. Our arrival was a 1719° 
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moft agreeable circumftance, as the piercing froft {till 


prevailed. 


SoLIxAMsky is a large and siainaaleuie town, and the’ 
capital of a province of that name; which is at prefent 
annexed to the government of siperia. Its fituation: 
is very pleafant,. upon the eaftern bank of the Kama.. 
This river-is of great fame in thefe parts of the world. . 
It rifes far to the north, and; in its courfe; receives the - 
PARMA, PILVA, kOYvVA, and many other. rivers, which: 


together form a- mighty ftream, very nearly equal to: 


the vorea; into which it difcharges itfelf, about fixty 


ver{t below the city of cazan, and lofes its name. Its. 


long courfe to the fouth-weft is:now turned fhort, by: 


the current of the, voLca, and carried toward the- 
fouth-eaft. “Phe kama is well ftored with variety of — 
excellent. fifth. On: the banks are fine corn-fields and . 
pafture-grounds; but-often interrupted by thick woods,, , 
efpecially to the north... ‘Thefe woods are ftocked with : 
different kinds of game, and wild: beafts, natural to the - 


climate. 


- SotiKamsky. is famous for: having many falt-pits in» 
its neighbourhood,’ the property of my. worthy friend: 


Baron. : 
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cuar.1, Baron strocanor, by virtue of a grant from his ma- 
ea ot: The Baron has brought thefe works to fuch 
| perfection, thar he is able to ferve all russta with fal; 
and could befides furnifh a confiderable quantity for 
exportation, were there any demand. The fale is of 
a brownifh colour, and very good of the kind. 

The common method of procuring this falt is as. 
follows: They dig pits in the earth till they come to 
the falt-rock, which feems to ly in thefe parts at a: 
certain diftance from the furface, as coals do in other. 
places of the world. When the pit is finifhed, it is na- 
turally, and of courfe, filled with water; which ftand- 
ing for a-convenient time, till it is fufficiently impreg- 
nated with the falt, is then drawn out with pumps and 
other engines, and put into large iron caldrons, where 

ait is boiled to a proper confiftence; when, the water 
being evaporated, the falt is left upon the bottom. 

I was informed of another curious and extraordt- 
nary procefs, by which they draw falt-water from a 
frefh-water river, which I cannot omit taking notice 
of. In the rivers near this place there is a mixture 
of falt-water arifing from the {prings, which either 
have their fource in the falt-rocks, or run through 
them: it is the bufinefs of the inhabitants to difco- 

ver 


TOUR AR TM 


167 


ver the places where thefe fprings empty themfelves cuap.t. 
into the rivers, which they do by diving, or fome other 1719» 


manner; having done this, they make a large frame 
of {trong thick balks or beams joined very clofe, about 


fifteen or twenty feet fquare, and of depth enough to 
reach the bottom of the river, while part of it re- 
mains above the furface; when. the ice is very ftrone 
they fink this machine into the river, over .the place 
where the fale {pring iffues, and drive ftrong piles of 
wood all around, to hinder its being forced from this: 
-pofition by the current, or by floating ice in the end’ 
of winter. During the winter they draw out all the” 


water, mud and fand, contained within the machine,’ 


and fink ic fill deeper until: ic hath penetrated’ the 


bottom of the channel of the river, and prevented all 
further communication between it and: the falt {pring: . 
the frame is now filled only with the falc-water, iffuing 


from the {pring, from whence it is drawn, and the fale 


extracted as- formerly deferibed. 


_ However tedious and. expenfive this’ procefs may) 


feem, thefe people perform it with great readinefs and 


eafe; and, what is ftill more extraordinary, without’ 


regular inftruction in any art fubfervient to that pur- 


pofe, but by the mete force of natural genius. ~ The 


Baron 
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_.cuap.1. Baron has a great number of hands conftantly ‘em- 


1719+ ployed in this fervice. And the woods for fewel are 


inexhautftible. 

When the falt is:made, it is laid up.in granaries, till 
the feafon of tranf{porting it to Mosco, sT. PETERSBURG 
and other places: the barques, for this purpofe,-called 
by the russians Lodia, are ofa conftruction fomewhat 
uncommon. I have feen dome of them longer and 
broader than any firft rate man of war in ENGLAND, 
and not one iron-nail in the whole fabrick. All of 
them are flat-bottomed, having one tall tree for a 
matt, anda fail of light canvafs in proportion.- To 
manage this mighty machine, fix or eight hundred 
men are neceflary; the rudder is nearly as long as the 
barque; and fo unwieldy, that fometimes it requires 
forty or fifty men to fteer it. They load thefe fhips 
very deep, and let them float down the xama into the 
voLea; where, if the wind is not favourable, they are 
obliged to draw them, againft the ftream, to the place 
of their deftination. : 


-. ] cannot leave sot1Kamsky without mentioning the 


rich iron-mines in the country adjacent, at KATHENA- 


pura, and other places of that diftrict, which produce 
azon, equal perhaps in quality to the beft in the world.. 
‘Thefe 
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"Thefe works have of late been brought to great per- cuap.t. 
fection, by the skill and indefatigable induftry of Mr. '7*9: 
PONG 


DEMIDOF, a native of Russia, enabled and encouraged 


to carry them on by a beneficial grant from his ma- 


jefty; who is always ready to affift and protect thofe, 


who, by their ingenuity, form projectg to the advan- 
tage of his country. 


Thefe works, I am informed, are ftill capable of. 


great improvement. ‘The ore is very good, and rifes 
in many places to the very furface of the earth, and 
may be dug at a fmall expence. As for wood to 
fmelt it, no place in the world can have greater ad- 
vantage. Befides, all the machines may be driven by 
water; and there is an eafy communication by the ri- 
vers, tO ST, PETERSBURG for exportation, and to many 
other parts of Russia, for inland confumption. 

In thefe mines are often found magnets of various 
fizes. I have feen fome of them very large, and of 
high virtue. 

There are feveral other iron-works m russia; for 
inftance, at TULA, OLONITZ, and other places; but the 


metal is of an inferior quality to that of siBER1A. Be- 


fides thefe of iron, there are alfo rich mines of excel- . 


lent copper at this place, which, being lately difcover- 
Vou. I. Y ed 
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cuap.1. ed, are capable of great improvement. She ‘sopper 


—s ore alfo rifes to’ the very furface. 


In. the neighbourhood of sotikamsky is found ihe 
foflil called asbeftos; of which is made a kind of cloth 
like linen, that may be put into the fire and taken out’ 
again unconfumed.’ This cloth was known among 
the ancients, and ufed by them on feveral occafions. 
At prefent, it goes by the name of the incombuftible 
linen. . : 
The asbeftos, like many both curious and ufeful 
difcovenies, was found out by mere accident in ‘thefe: 
parts. I fhall briefly relate in what manner: A cer- 
tain huntfman:being about to load his fowling- piece,. 
and wanting wadding, obferved a great {tone in. the 
woods, which feemed to. have fome flakes upon. it like 
loofe threeds; he foon found that by rubbing ic turn- 
ed into a foft downy fubftance fic for his ufe: he there- 
fore filled his pocket with ic; but having’ fired his 
piece, was furprifed ‘to fee that the gun-powder had: 
no effect upon the wadding: this raifed his curiofity 
fo, fax, that he kindled a fire on. purpofe, into. which‘ 
he put the asbeftos; but ftill took ic out intire, and 
of the fame.ufe as formerly: this. experiment fo fright- | 
ened, the poox fportiman, thar he imagined, the devil! 

| : had 
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had taken poffeflion of the foflu. On returning home, cr1ap.1. 


he narrated what had happened to the prieft of the 1719: 


parifh; who, amazed at the relation, repeated it fo fre- 
quently, that, at laft; he told it to a perfon who was 
acquainted with that quality peculiar to the asbeltos; 


and, on examination, found the flakes to be that foffil. 


The weather is much colder at sotikamsxy than 
at other places fituated feveral degrees nearer to the 
north pole; perhaps its great diftance from any part 
of the ocean may be partly the caufe of the exceflive 
cold which fometimes prevails. 

December roth, the ambaflador took iii Howes, 
and fet out for ToBo.sxy, leaving the bag geage to fol- 
low as fhould be moft convenient. About midnight 
we came to a village called mArtins«y; here having 
changed horfes, we foon reached the mountains. nam- 
ed VERCHATURSKY-GORY, where we found the fnow 
very deep, and a {trong froft ftill continued. We kept 
on our journey, afcending and defcending thefe high 
and fteep mountains for the {pace of fifteen hours. 
In fuch of the valleys as are fit for culcure, are found 
RussIAN villages well peopled. And, where the woods 
are cut down, there appeared a beautiful landskip, 
even at this bleak feafon. 
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Thefe mountains divide russta from stperta. ‘T hey 
run in a ridge from north to fouth, inclining a little 
to the eaft and weft of thefe points. ‘They are quite 
covered with wood, confifting, of tall firs of different 


_ kinds, larinxes, birch, and other trees natural to the 


climate;. and abound with game and various kinds of 
wild beafts. ‘Their length, from:north to fouth, I can- 
not afcertain; but compute their breadth, where we 
paffed, to be about forty ENcLIsH miles. But they 
are not near fo. high as the mountains I have feen in 
persia, and other parts of the world. 

Having pafled thefe mountains, we defcended, on: 
the 11th, into a country finely. varied with plains and: 
rifing grounds, interfperfed with woods, villages, corn 


fields, and pafturage;.and,.in the evening, reached the- 


town called: vercHaTuriA,, from verch which fignifies: 
high, and Tura the name of the river on which. the: 
town ftands, ‘This river is navigable, and runs to the: 


eaft till it difcharges. itfelf ‘into the Topoxt. VERcHA- 


yuRIA is. pleafantly ficuated upon: a rifing ground, and! 
fortificd with a ditch and palifades, It is governed by. 
a commandant, whovhas under. him a garrifon, confift- 
ing of fome regular troops.and coffacks. What makes. 
VERCHATURIA confiderable, is.its being a frontier town,, 


and: 
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and commanding the only entry from russia into SsI- CHAP.1. 


Berta. Here is a°cuftom-houfe, where all merchants 1719: 
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are obliged to make entry of what fums of money or 
merchandife they carry into siBERIA, or from SIBERIA 
into RussiA; on all which is charged a duty of ten per 
cent to his majefty. "Though this impoft may appear 
high, it is really very moderate, confidering the profits 
which the trade yields, and it extends only to the mo- 
ney to be employed in traflick; for every merchant. is 
allowed a certain fum for his expences, free of all duty. 

‘The country, adjacent to vERCHATURIA, is inhabi- 
ted by a race of people called vocuLuitz, who differ 
in language, drefs, and manners, from any nation I 
ever faw. ‘Their features. and perfons have a refem- 
blance of the rzoow AsHIANS near cAZAN. ‘They have 
fome obfcure notions of the Deity; and are very fond 
of a kind of wizards called sHamans, whom they hold 
in great efteem. I fhall have occafion to {peak more 
fully of thefe sHamans afterwards. [The vocuLuirz 


know nothing, of agriculture; but live in huts in the 


woods, and fubfift by hunting and fifhing. They are. 
an honeft inoffenfive people, but not very numerous; 


arifing perhaps from their unfocial.and uncomfortable: 


manner of life. The archbilhop of ropoitsxy hath 


of 
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cHaP.1. of late, by his pious labours, converted many of them 


I I ). = ; Sd al eh, , *7 ; 
Reg tO GHRISTIANITY; who now begin to build houfes, and 


cultivate fome appearance of fociety; and, probably, in 
time, the reft will follow fo laudable an example: this 
however will depend much on the encouragement they 
meet with, from the clergy and fubgovernors of pro- 
vinces. I vifited them as often as any opportunity 
offered, both in. their huts and houfes, and endeavour- 
ed to procure fome information about their original, 
or from whence they came to fettle in thefe northern 
parts; but could obtain nothing fatisfactory on either 
of thefe heads. | | 

Before we enter s1BertA, it will not be perhaps im- 
proper to give a fhort account of the fingular mannet 
in which this moft extenfive country was difcovered by 
the RUSSIANS. 

About the beginning of the laft century, a certain 
DON-cossAck, named YARMAK TIMOTHEOVITZ, being 
obliged, by fome accident, to leave his native coun- 
try, and having no means of fubfiftence, he, with a 
few accomplices, betook themfelves to robbing on the 
highways. He foon became famous and powerful; for 
he robbed only the rich; and, by a generofity uncom- 
mon in fuch a chara¢ter, liberally beftowed to fuch as 

were 
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were in want. He never killed, nor even hurt any cyap.1. 


perfon, unlefs compelled to fuch outrages in’ his own 1719 
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defence. This behaviour fo raifed his reputation, that 
all the idle fellows in the country enlifted themfelves 
in his gang, proud to follow fo brave and enterprifing 
a leader! He became at laft fo troublefome that the 
governors of the fouthern provinces fent out troops 
to apprehend him; but, being previoufly informed of 
the defign, he withdrew from the land, and procuring 
boats upon the vorea, commenced pirate on that 


river. Being attacked here alfo, he was forced to crofs: 


the caspian fea, and fhelter himfelf on the pERstan. 


fhore, where he pafled fome time under the difeuife 
of a merchant. Being again difcovered, he was oblig- 
éd by the PERSIANS to quit their coat: and now his 
enly refuge was to return to the VOLGA, where he 
behaved with great ‘circumfpection, often lurking i im 
woods and villages; and, being in no want of money, 


paid the inhabitants liberally for every thing: he need- 


ed. Forefeeing however that fuch a numerous gang 


could not be long concealed, he took the refolution 
of leaving the vorea, and fteered his courfe up the 
river KAMA, at that time litrle frequented by. the rvs- 
s1ans, or any other nation; here he hoped to. find, at 

. leaft, 
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cuap.1. leaft, a fafe retreat during the winter. YArmaxk, there 


_ 1719: fore, with his followers, amounting to the number of 
WW | 


two hundred, continued their voyage up the kama, till 
they were {topped by the ice, at no great diftance from 
a large village, now belonging to Baron sTRocaNor. 


The inhabitants were alarmed at the fight of fo many 


armed men, whom they were not able to oppofe, and 


therefore gave them an hofpitable reception. Yar- 


mak demanded only provifions, and winter quarters, 


for his money, promifing to leave them unmolefted 


next fpring. In confequence of this declaration, he 


and his followers paffed the winter very quietly in this 


remote place; afraid, however, at the approach of fum- 
mer, of being difcovered by the government, and un- 
certain what courfe to fteer; it was at laft determined 
to crofs the mountains of vERcHATURIA, and go to the 


eaftward, in hopes of finding fome inhabited country; 


or, at leaft, a fafe retreat. 


Having pafled the mountains, they arrived at the 
river TUR; and, finding it navigable, foon made a fufh- 
cient number of canoes for the whole gang. After 
rowing for fome days down the Tur, they difcovered 
feveral villages of MAHOMETAN TARTARS, who were fur- 
prifed at the fight of fuch a number of ftrangers; of 

whom 
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‘whom they had before never fo much as heard. Yar- cuap.t, 


mak having got what intelligence he could procure 
of the ficuation and government of the country, pur- 
fued his voyage to the river ropoL; where he found 


the towns populous, and the land well cultivated. His 


approach alarmed the king of the Tarrars, who af- 
fembled a numerous body of horfe and foot, armed: 


with bows and arrows, lances, and other fuch wea- 
pons, with whom our adventurer had many skirmifh- 
es, and defeated great multitudes by means of his fire- 
arms; which had never before been known in thefe 
parts. ‘The poor TARTARS were as much amazed, 
and terrified, at the fight of the russrans and their 
arms, as the inhabitants of mexico on the arrival of 
che sPANIARDS in AMERICA; to which sIBERIA may, in 
many refpects, be compared. 

Yarmak, finding his enemies daily more numerous, 
the nearer he approached the refidence of the TarTar 
king; having alfo loft many of his men, in continual 
encounters, and fpent the greateft part of his ammu- 
nition; knowing, befides, of no place of fafety, where 
he might pafs the winter, which is both long and fe- 
vere in this quarter; at laft determined to retreat. He 
therefore fteered his courfe to the weft, up the Toso. 
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cuap.t. and Tur rivers. The furious TarTars gave him no 
™719> reft, but harafled him perpetually from the banks. 
He himfelf and few more efcaped, with a confiderable 
booty, and returned to the village where they winter-_ 
ed the preceeding year. ‘The inhabicants, on feeing 
the rich furs and other fpoils, gave them a welcome 
reception. And yarmax did not forget to difpenfe 
his favours. liberally,:among thofe who had entertain- 
ed him in his diftrefs, when he fled from juftice. 

» Our adventurer had now time to refleé& on his mi- 
ferable: circumftances. - He confidered, that his lurk- - 
ing in thefe ‘parts, though remote from any town, 
could not be long a fecret; to make another attempt 
againft the TARTARS with a: handful of men, ill pro- 
vided with arms and ammunition, might perhaps be 
ruinous, and certainly unfuccefsful. He therefore re- 
folved to fabmit himfelf to his majefty’s clemency, in. 
hopes. of obtaining a gracious pardon for himfelf and. 
lis accomplices, on condition of pointing out the way 
eo a rich and eafy conqueft of a country which he had. 
lately difcovered: °'The prepofal was made. at court 
by a friend, and' was of too great importance to be: 
neglected: In fhort, ¥aRMak was brought to mosco,. 
wadex a fafe conduct; where he communicated. the- 
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whole affair. He begged his majefty’s pardon, and ask- cuap.1. 


ed a certain number. of troops, which he promifed to 1/719 
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lead to a glorious conqueft. His majefty granted him 
a pardon, approved of the expedition, and gave imme- 
diate orders for the.troops to attend him. They 
marched to soLikamsky, where they paffed the win- 
ter in making preparations for the enterprize, which 
was to be undertaken in the {pring. 

During this interval, yarmax behaved with furprif- 
ing prudence and aétivity, and difcovered himfelf to 
be a perfon of uncommon genius. He collected fuch 
of his former followers.as remained, and formed them 
into a company, in iscsi che could confide on all oc- 
-cafions. | bali, gy wis 

At the proper feafon, che troops sbi out towards 
SIBERIA. On coming into the inhabited part of the 
country, ‘they found many ftragelinge parties of rar- 
TARS in arms, ready to oppofe them, and a number of 
boats upon the rivers, full of armed men: the king of 
the rarrars himfelf was on board one of thefe vef- 
fels.. This expedition was of fhort duration; and, in 
the iffue, fully anfwered the expectations of the rus- 


stans. I cannot omit a.few particulars of the laft 


action. The rarrars in the boats, being purfued by 
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cuap.t. the russtans, a battle enfued on the river 1rTISH 


4719- Yarmak, obferving the king’s barge, ordered his crew 
LYN 


to board her; which he endeavouring to do at the head- 
of his men, jumped fhort, fell into the river, and was. 
drowned; to:the great grief of all his followers. ‘Thus. 
fell poor yarmak! Notwithftanding this misfortune, 


the Russians gaineda complete victory. ‘The brave 


king of the rarrars loft his life im the action. His 


fon and the reft of the royal family were taken prifo- 
ners, and fent to mosco; where they were honourably 
received by the Czar, and treated according to their 
quality. ‘Fhe prince had an extenfive property grant 
ed him in russta; which the family enjoys to this day,. 
together with the title of Sibirsky Czarevitz, or Prince 
of sipeRtA; which, F believe, is a more generous treat-. 
ment of the conquered than any of the mighty mo» 
narchs of PERU Of MEXICO, or any of their lineage, 
have experieneed. 

December 11th, we left vercHATURTA, in deep- 
faow. ‘The cold was exceflive, and the sky clear. 

Next day, we came to a large village, having a few 
of the vocuLLiTz TaRTars in the neighbourhood;. 
and, the 1 3th, arrived at the town of EPANTSHIN: 


From veRcHATuRIA to this place the country is moft- 


ly 
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ly covered with woods. About the villages there are cnap.1. 


large plains, for corn or pafturage. The cattle are in 1719 


good condition, ‘The horfes, particularly, being of 
the TARTAR breed, are larger, and better fhaped than 
ordinary, and fit for any ufe. 

EpaNTSHIN is but a {mall place, fortified with a 
ditch and palifades, and defended by a few foldiers in; 
garrifon. "Fhis place: is. fometimes alarmed with in- 
curfions of the TarTars, called KossaTsHy¥-oRDA, and: 
KARA-KALPAGKS; but the russtans have of laté fo for-- 
tified their frontiers, that thefe rovers appear feldomer: 
than formerly. Both thefe tribes are MaHOMETANs,. 
live always in tents, and {pread themfelves, with their. 
flocks, in the great defert; both are very. numerous. 
and own fubjection to different chiefs, whom they call: 
Batteer, which fignifies.a hero. ‘Thefe.are chofen by- 
themfelves, and. are the moft famous among them for: 
their abilities in military exploits. They. are at con- 
tinual war with the KaLmucks, who inhabit along the 
voLca, and. with all their other neighbours. They. 
are not able to. ftand againft regular troops; and, when: 
attacked by them, retire into the wide defert, with: 
their families and cattle; whither none, but people ac-- 
cuftomed.to their manner. of life, can follow them.. 


‘Lher 


- 
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cuap.t, The country of the KARA-KALPACKS, Or BLACK-caps, 
wee fo called from a kind of caps they commonly wear turn- 
ed up with black lamb-skins, lies to the fouth-weft, to- 
wards the vorca. "That of the KossaTsHy-ORDA ex. 
tends to the fouth-eaft, as far as the river rRTISH. 
The courfe of this river I fhall have occafion to men- 
tion afterwards. 
The 14th, we came to a pretty large town, called 
TUMEN, fituated upon the north bank of the river 
Tuma, from whence the place takes its name. The 
banks of the ruma are high and fteep. There is a 
very convenient wooden-bridge at this place. Thé 
tua has its fource far to the weft; and, in its courfe, 
is augmented by the Tura, and feveral other rivers. 
It continues to run to the eaft, till, meeting with the 
ToOBOL, it lofes itfelf and name. 
‘The country between EPANTSHIN and TuMEN be- 


gins to be more open, and better peopled, than that 


weftward of thefe places. For, befides the russians, . 


who make the greateft part of the inhabitants, we met _ 
with feveral villages inhabited by the defcendents of 
the ancient MAHOMETANS, who were natives of thefe 
places. Thefe rarrars fubfift by agriculture; and- 
pafs their lives without care or difturbance, in the 


free 
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free exercife of their religion and other privileges. crap.1. 

TumeEN is a pretty neat place, and well fortified, 1719: 
The ftreets are fpacious, and the houfes built in ewe 
4 ftraight line. "The adjacent country is covered with 
fine woods, interfperfed with villages, corn-fields, and 
pafturage; and provifions of all kinds are very plenti- 
ful. The merchants of this place have a confiderable- 
trade in furs, particularly the skins of foxes and fquir- 
rels; which, indeed, are not fo valuable here as they 
are to the eaftward, is 
Early on the 15th, we left this place, keeping om 
our courfe along the banks of the Tuma, till we arriv- 
ed at the river ToBox, which we croffed, and proceed- 
ed along the eaftern bank, through a fine country, and 
well peopled. ‘Though the froft {till continued {trong,. 
it was not near fo violent and piercing as about so.i- 
_KamskY; which may proceed from the woods being 
cut down and the country cultivated. On the other 
fide of the river, indeed, the face of the country ap- 
peared flat and moraffy, abounding wich tall and dark. 
woods. | 

The 16th, about noon, we were in fight of the city 
of ToBoxisKy, though diftant from us about twenty 
ENGLISH miles. It. ftands upon a very high bank of 


* 


the- 
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capa. the ToBOL. ‘The walls are white; and the crofles and 
1719+ cupolas of the churches guilded, and make a very fine 
MSIW ND 


appearance. About two o'clock, we arrived fafe at 
the city of rosoxsky, the capital of this mighty pro- 
vince, and the refidence of the governor. We lodg- 
ed in the broad-ftreet, leading to the gieanhe S algal 
and the courts of juftice. 

We travelled between TUMEN and Tosoxtsky, about 
two hundred and fifty verft, in the {pace of thirty 
hours. Sledges are the moft fimple and convenient 
machines for travelling on fnow that can be imagined. 
And the perfon in the fledge may either fit, or ly a- 


long upon. the couch, according to his inclination. 


CoH CAMP EE eR eg; 


Occurrences at TOBOLSKY ; Obfervations on the KALMUCKS, © 


and journey continued to TOMSKY. 


Leaman is ficuated in latitude fifty eight de- 


grees forty minutes north, at the conflux of the 
iRTISH and TogoLt. From this laft the city has its | 


name. Both thefe rivers are navigable for feveral hun- 


dred miles above this place. The 1rT1su, after receiv- 


ing the TOBOL, becomes a noble ftream, and difcharg- 


es 
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es itfelf into the osy. This fituation was chofen by onepith 


the russians, both for-its ftrength and beauty. .For- '7'% 
NS 


amerly the TarTar princes had their abode at a place 
about thirty verft fouth from Tosoisxky, which is now 
neglected and ruinous. 

_ “Posousky ts iaiiien with a insti brick-wall, hav- 
ing {quare towers and baftions at proper diftances; and 
is well furnifhed with military ftores. Within the 
town ftand the governor's palace, courts of juftice, fe- 
veral-churches built: of brick, particularly a large ca- 
thedral, and the palace of the archbifhop. From the 
walls you have a very extenfive profpect of a fine coun- 


try, efpecially to the fouth. To the weft the land is alfo | 


flat, and overgrown with tall woods. The inhabitants 
are chiefly russians, of different profeflions; many of 
them are merchants, and very rich, by the profitable 
trade they carry on to the borders of cHina, and ma- 
ny places of their own country. 

Thefe live moftly upon the hill. Under the hill in 
the fuburbs, along the banks of the river, are feveral 
large ftreets, called the TARTAR-streets, occupied by 
the remains of the ancient inhabitants of thefe parts. 
Here, as at other places, thefe people enjoy the free 
exercife of their religion, and the priviledges of trade. 


Vou I. Aa ‘They 
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cuap.u. They refemble, in their perfons, religion, language; 


E719+ and manners, the TARTARS Of CAZAN and ASTRACHANs 
¥NY : 


-'Their houfes. are very cleanly. . They are very courte 


ous to ftrangers, and efteemed honeft; on which ac- 
count they get great credit in their commercial affairs. 
Befides the fortification, formerly mentioned, about: 
the town, the whole fuburbs are furrounded with a. 
ditch and palifades. | , 

When we were at TOBOLSKY, SIBERIA was fuperin- 
tended by Mr. pETROF soLovoy, vice governor, a per? 
fon well acquainted with the bufinefs of the govern- 
ment, and a captain of the guards. The former go- 
vernor, KNEAZ GAGARIN, had incurred his majefty’s 
difpleafure and was recalled; and his fucceffor, KNEAz: 
ALEXIE MICHAYLOVITZ CHERKASKY, a nobleman wor- 
thy of fuch an important truft, was not yer arrived. 

As in moft other towns, through which we paffed}. 
we found here many swepisH officers of diftinétion;. 
among others, Monfieur. pirrmar, formerly fecretary 
to CHARLES xi. king of swEDEN. He was a native 
of Livonia, and equally efteemed for his probity and 
capacity. .He was much refpected by the late gover-. 
nor; who, indeed, was a friend to all thefe unfortunate 
gentlemen. ‘They were allowed to walk about at large,. 

: ai 
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_ -@-huncing or fifhing, and even permitted to travel to cna. mu, 
| 1710, 
other places to vific their countrymen. For my part, (2 


I think the greateft favour his majefty thewed thefe 
prifoners, was the cantoning them in thefe parts; where 
they may live well at {mall expence, and enjoy all the 
liberty that: perfons in their circumftances can expect. 
-, I cannot but obferve, that the swepisH prifoners, 
difperfed in moft of the towns in this country, contri- 
‘buted not a little to the civilizing the inhabitants of 
.thefe diftant regions; as they were the means of intro- 
ducing feveral ufeful arts, which were almoft unknown 
_ before their arrival. | 
' Many of the officers, being gentlemen of pat e- 
ducation, the better to fupport their tedious captivity, 
devoted their time to the {tudy of the more agreeable 
and entertaining parts of fcience, particularly mufick 
and painting; wherein fome of them attained to great 
perfection. I was prefent at feveral’of their concerts, 
-and was not a little furprifed to find fuch harmony, 
and wariety of mufical inftruments, in this part of the 
world. 
. They fometimes solved silat with teaching 
\- young gentlemen and ladies the FRENCH and GERMAN 


languages, mufick, dancing, and other fimilar accom- 


re ie.  plifhe 
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cuap. 11, plifhments; whereby they gained many friends among: 


*719* the people of diftinétion; a circumftance, to men im 


their ficuation, both honourable and ufeful. 

In rosotsky there are always about five or fix thou- 
fand regular troops, horfe and: foot, befides a number 
of itregulars. Thefe troops, added to the natural 
ftrength of the place, effectually. fecure it from ab 
attacks of the neighbouring TARTARs. 

_'The woods and fields about Tozpotsxy are ftored 


. with all kinds of. game natural to the climate; fuch 


as the coq-limoge, coq-bruiere; and. gilinots; the laft 
are about the fize of a partridge, their: fleflr.is white 
and very.agreeable. ‘There is another kind of thefe gi- 
linots, fomewhat larger, with rough feet; which, in the 
winter, turn white as.a dove. Alo the common par- 
tridge, which, on the approach of winter, flies off to’ 
more temperate climates; wood-cocks, a great variety: 
of fnipes, which fly off in autumn, after having hatch- 
ed their young. As for water-fowl, no country in the 
world can produce fuch. numbers, and variety; they 
are alfo birds of paflage. In my. PERsIAN journal 
gave an. account of the vaft flocks of thefe fowls on 
the fhores of the caspran fea. 

dere alfo you.meet with feveral kinds of fmall birds, 


about: 
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about the fize of a lark, particularly thofe called fnow- cyap. 1. 


birds. They come to stBerta in vaft flocks in au- kegs 


tumn, and remain till the {pring, when they difappear. 


Many of them are white as fnow, fome fpeckled, and 


others all over brown. ‘They are'yeckoned a very fine 
and delicious difh. 

I obferved another very pretty bird; about the fize 
of a thrufh, having beautiful red and yellow feathers 


in the wings-and tail, with a tuft of brown feathers ’ 


on its:head, which it raifes at pleafure. 'Thefe are 


alfo birds of paffage; and, as they breed no where in 


EUROPE or asta that I know‘ of, perhaps both: thefe 


and the fnow-birds may come to siBERt1a fromthe’ 


northern parts of america. ‘This conjecture will ap- 


pear not improbable, when it is confidered, that thefe 
birds are of a hardy nature, and the flight not fo far 


as is generally- imagined..- 


In the woods are various kinds of wild beafts; fuch™ 


as bears, wolves, lynxes, feveral forts of foxes, {quir- 


rels, ermins, fables, martins and rofio-macks, called: 
feel-frefs by the GERMANS. ‘The furs are better of 
their kinds than thofe of any other country. ‘The’ 


ermins commonly burrow in the open fields, and are 


caught i in traps baited with a bit of flefh; this is done - 
only 


i 
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cuap.u. only in the winter, when they are altogether. white, 
1719+ and the fur moft valuable. In fummer moft'of thefe 
LAY WN 


animals turn brown; when they are not killed, becaufe, 
at this feafon, the fur is of little ufe. There are alfo 
ottars in the rivers and lakes, whofe skins yield a con-~ 
fiderable profit. Indeed, furs of all forts, in this coun- 
try, are very profitable. ‘At prefent, few fables are 
caught in this neighbourhood; it is faid they fly from 
{moke, which, perhaps, is partly true; yet I am apt to 


believe, that thefe poor animals are chafed away to- 


wards the north,: to the wild woods, on account of the 
high value of their skins. 

The woods of stperta abound alfo with venifon of 
feveral forts; as elk, rain-deer, roe-buck, together with 
an incredible number of hares, which change their co- 
lour, from brown in the fummer to whité in winter. 


The hares are generally caught by the country people 


in toils, more on account of their skins than their fleth, 


of which they make but little ufe. ‘The skins are 
bought by the merchants, and fent, in great quanti- 
ties, tO ST. PETERSBURG, and other ports, in order to 
be exported to ENGLAND, HOLLAND, and other coun- 
tries; where they are chiefly manufactured into hats. 
Having defcribed the land-animals, I fhall now give 
fome 


\ 
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fome account of the fifh. In my opinion, there are cuap. tt, 


few countries in the world fo well watered, with fine '7'9- 


navigable rivers and lakes, as stBER1A; and few rivers 
and lakes produce greater quantities, or more variety, 
of excellent frefh-water fifh, than thofe in this coun- 


try. For, befides fturgeon, white-fifh, fterlet, and o- © 


thers, to be found in the voiea, and the rivers in RUS- 


sta, there are feveral kinds peculiar to this part of the 


world; particularly the muchfoon, about the fize of a 


large carp, and much efteemed by perfons of delicate 


tafte. | 
- Southward from rosorsxy the foil is fruitful, pro- 
ducing abundance of wheat, rye, barley, oats, and o- 


ther grain. ‘The cattle alfo are very numerous, and 


m winter are fed with hay. In a word, provifions of 


all kinds are extremely reafonable. From what I have 


faid, ic will appear, that rosoisxy is by no means fuch: 
a difagreeable place as is generally imagined. What- 
ever the opinions of mankind may be, it is the bufi- 


nefs of a traveller to defcribe places and things with- 


out prejudice or partialicy; and exhibit them fairly, as 
“they really appear. This principle it fhall be my 


ftudy to keep always in view. 


Captain. TABAR, @.SWEDISH. officer, was at this time: 
write 
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CHAP. writing a hiftory-of siperia. He wasa gentleman very 


AX capable for fuch a performance; and, if it fhall. ever 


be publifhed, it cannot fail of giving creat fatisfaction 
to the curious. . 

Before I leave ToBo.sxy, it will not be improper to 
give a fhort account of the famous river IrTIsH, that 
paffes this place. It continues its courfe a little to the 
eaftward of the north, ina ftrong but fmooth current, 


vifiting feveral fmall towns and villages, and receiving 


many leffer ftreams, and a large river called konpDa, 


running eaftward, till ic difcharges itfelf into the ony, 


-at a town called samariorsKy-yamM, about fix hun- 
dred verft below Tosotsky. 


The rrtisu takes its rife from a great lake, named 
KORZAN, In a mountainous country, about fifteen hun- 
dred verft to the fouthward of ropoitsky. ‘The coun- © 
try about this lake is inhabited by the BLack KAL- 
MUCKS, a mighty and numerous people, governed by 
a prince called Kontayfha. From thefe the kaLmucks 
on the votca are defcended. After the irTIsH hath 
run for many miles, through a hilly country covered 
with wood, it paffes through a fine fruitful plain, in- 
habited by the katmucks, till it comes to a houfe 
called sepMy-PALATY, or the SEVEN Rooms, fituated 

CO 
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to the right in coming down the river. It is very fur- crap. m. 

prifing to find fuch a regular edifice in the middle of cpus 
-adefert. Some of the TarTaRs fay it was built by 
TAMERLANE, Called by the TARTARS TEMYR-ACK-SACK 
Or LAME-TEMYR; Others by GINGEEz-cHAN. The build- 
ing, according to the beft information I could obtain, 
is of brick -or ftone, well finifhed, and continues full 
entire. It confifts of feven apartments under one roof, 
from whence it has the name of the sEVEN PALACES; 
Several of thefe rooms are filled with fcrolls of glazed 
paper, fairly wrote, and many of ‘them in gilt charac- 
ters. Some of the fcrolls are black, but the greateft 
part white. The language in which they are written 
is that of the ToncusTs, or KALMUCKS. While I was 
at TOBOLSKY, I met with a foldier in the ftreet with a 
bundle of thefe papers in his hand. He asked me to 
buy them; which I did for-a fmall fum. Ikept them 
- till my arrival in ENGLAND, when'I diftributed them 
among my friends; particularly to that learned anti: 
quarian Sir HANS SLOANE, who valued them at a high 
rate, and gave them a place in his celebrated mufeum. 
_ "Two of thefe fcrolls were fent, by order of the’ Em: 
peror PETER the Firft, to the Royal Academy at paris: 
The Academy returned a tranflation, which I faw in 
Vou. 1 Bob the 


LO4 . sk JOURNEY : 
CHAP. 11. the rarity-chamber at ST. PETERSBURG. One of them 
1719: contained a commiffion to a lama or prieft; and the: 
wUnehy eited a form of prayer to the Deity. Whether this. 
interpretation may be depended on f fhall not deter- 
mine. The rarrars efteem them all facred. writings; 
as appears from the care they -take to preferve them.. 
Perhaps they may contain fome curious pieces of anti- 
-quity, particularly of ancient hiftory: Above the sep: 
MY PALATY, towards the fource of the irTIsH, upon the- 
hills and valleys, grows the beft rhubarb in the world; 
without the leaft culture. 

Several days journey from the paraces, down the: » 
IRTISH, on the weftern bank, ftands an old tower named: 
KALBAZINSHA-BASHNA, or the the tower of KALBAZIN. 
Below this is.the lake yamisHorr, to the right, where. 
the russians have built a fmall fort, for the conveni- 
ency of making and gathering fale from that lake, great 
quantities: whereof are made by the fun; it is broughe 
in barques. down the river to. TosousKy, and other: 
places. This fort-created fome jealoufy to the Kone 
tayfha; he fent an ambaffador. to the governor of sI- 
BERIA, requefting to have it demolifhed ; but this de- 
mand not being granted, the difference came to an. 
open rupture, the event of which time mutt difcover. 


Defcend:. 
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Defcending farther, you meet with another fettle- cuap.m 


ment.of the russians, called sueLezinsxy, from a ri- 1719 


‘yulet of that name in its neighbourhood. Avlittle be- 
low sHELEzINsKy ftands omuska, a confiderable town, 


Which alfo derives its name. from’a river. Both thefe 


places are fituated on the eaftern bank of the irTisu. 
You now pafs fome inconfiderable places before you 
arrive at TARA, a little town fituated on the weftern 
bank, on the road leading from ToBoLsky to Tomsky, 
through a country called BArasa, of which I fhall give 
“fome account as we proceed to the eatt. 
Between TARA and TosoLsky are a few {mall towns, 
and many villages, inhabited by MAHOMETAN TARTARS. 
‘And the country abounds with:corn, cattle, and fine 
peerage: 
I have now pointed out the courfe of the irTisu till 
it reaches ToBOLsky,-and from thence till it empties 
itfelf into the river osy. I have nothing further to re- 
“mark concerning Tosoisxy and the country around it, 
and fhould therefore now purfue our journey to the 
“eaftward; but, before I leave this place, I imagine it 
‘ will not be improper to fubjoin a few more particulars 
‘yelative to the Kontayfha, prince of the KALMUCKS, 
* whom I formerly mentioned. I am the more inclined 
| Bb 2 eae 
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cHap.1. to do this, as I can entirely depend on my intelligences. 
'719--having procured it from perfons who have been in that 
YN 


country, and feen this prince; but particularly from an 
ingenious and penetrating gentleman, who fills a pu- 
blic office in this place, and was.employed in feveral 
meflages.to him from the late governor of s1BERIA. 
The territories of this prince are bounded by three 
of the moft potent empires in the world; on the northi 
by Russia, by cu1na on the eaft, and by the country 
of the Great Mogul to the fouth. From the two firft 
he is feparated by defert:plains, and from the third by 
almoft impaflable mountains. ‘To. the fouth-weft his 
frontiers reach near to. BucHARIA. ‘Che Kontayfha is @ 
very powerful prince, and:able to bring into the field; 
at a {hort warning, an hundred thoufand horfemen, wha 
are all of them able-bodted men, well mounted, and 
armed with bows and arrows, lances-and fabres. ‘This: 
is a greater number of horfe than any prince that I 
know can mutter, except his russian Majefty, and the 
Emperor-of cu1na. ‘Thefe rarrars live in tents, alk 
the. year, removing from. place to place; as called by 
neceflity or inclination. ‘This is. the moft ancient and 
pleafant manner of life. It is entertaining to hear thems — 
eommiferate, thofe. who are confined to one place of © 
| | abode, 
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abode, and obliged to fupport themfelves by labour, cyap.m 


which they reckon the greateft flavery. 
_ The Kontaytha has always fome thoufands of his 
fubjects encamped near himfelf, who treat him with: 


great veneration and refpect; And, in juftice to him,- 
it muft be confeffed, that he is as attentive to the in-- 
terefts of his people; and as affiduous in the admini= 
{tration of juftice, in particular, as if they were his own’ 


children, - 

Fhe xatmucxs are not fuch favage people as they’ 
are generally reprefented; for 1am informed a perfon: 
may travel among them with greater fafety, both: to 
his perfon-and effects, than in-many other countries. 


The Kontayfha received the deputies from the go-- 


vernor of siperta, like ambafladors from foreign prin-- 


ces, and treated them accordingly. © This fhows what: 
high refpect thefe eaftern princes entertain for his Cza-: 


1719. 


rifh Majefty, when the governor of sizErta is regarded? 


as a fovercign. ‘The ceremony on: thefe’ occafions was: 


as follows. 

TF he deputy with his fervants* were admitted into® 
the tent; where the Kontaytha-fat, with his queen and? 
feveral children about him. He defired all of them to’ 
fit_ down on carpets or. mats;. for the: karmucks, like> 

| moth 
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cHap.u. moft asiatics, ufe no chairs. They were entertained 
1719+ with tea before dinner; and, after it, the Kontayfha dif. 
miffed the deputy in a friendly manner, telling him, 
he would fend for him next day to receive an anfwer 
to the governor's letter, which he punctually perform- 
ed. This anfwer was exprefled in very plain and con- 
cife terms. ‘Thefe rarrars in general write with bre- 
vity and perfpicuity. I have feen feveral of their letters 
tranflated, which pleafed me extremely, as they con- 
tained no tedious preambles, nor difgufting repetiti- 

ons, which ferve only to perplex the reader. 
The Emperor of cu1na was fome time ago engaged 
“in a war with the Kontaytha, about fome frontier towns, 
of which the latter took poffeflion, and maintained his 
claim with a ftrong army. The Emperor fent againft 
him an army of three hundred thoufand men, under 
the command of his fourteenth fon, who is reckoned 
the beft general of all his children. Notwithftanding 
their f{uperiority in numbers, the Kontaytha defeated 
‘the cHinesE in feveral actions. "The Emperor at laft 
_ thought it beft to accommodate the difference, and 
“a peace was concluded to the fatisfaétion of both par- 
thd oes | a ; : 44 
Ic muft be obferved, that the cuinEse, being obliged 
‘to 
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to fouintertake a long and difficult march, through a de- crap. tr, 


fert and barren country, lying weftward of the long 1719" 


wall; being alfo incumbered with artillery, and heavy 
carriages containing provifions for the whole army du- 
ring their march; had their force greatly diminifhed 
before they reached the enemy. The Kontayfha, on 
the other hand, having intelligence of the great army 


coming againft him, waited patiently on his own fron- 


tiers, till the enemy was within a: few days march of 


his camp, when he fent out detachments of light horfe 
to fet fire to the grafs, and lay wafte the country. He 
alfo diftracted them, day and night, with repeated - 
larms, which, together with want of provilions, obli-. 


ged them.to retire with confiderable lofs. . 


This method of carrying on war, by wafting de: 


country, is very ancient among the TarTars, and prac-- 


tifed by all of them from the panvse eaftward. This: 


circumftance renders them a dreadful enemy to regu-- 


lar troops, who muft thereby be deprived: of all fubfi- 


ftence, while the rartars, having always many fpare- 


horfes to kill and eat, are at no lofs for provifions. 


I have only to add, that the Kontayfha muft be bye 


fame prince, who, in our EUROPEAN maps, is generally: 
called the Great.Cham. of rarTary.. As no EURO=- 
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CHAP. II, PEANS travel through that country, thefe maps muft 


1719: be very erroneous. It is however to be expected, that 


the russians will, in time, make a more complete dif- 
covery of the eaftern parts of asta. 

_ Our baggage did not arrive at Tospo.sxy till the 
23d of December. ‘The people refrefhed themfelves 
rill the 27th, when they again fet out, taking the road 
along the 1rTIsH to Tara. The ambaflador and his 
retinue remained to pafs the reft of the holidays. 

January oth, 1720, we proceeded towards TaRA. 
We paffed though many TarTar villages, and at night 
lodged in one of their little huts, and warmed our- 
felves at a good fire on the hearth. Thefe houfes con- 


- fift generally of one or two rooms, according to the 


ability of the landlord. Near to the hearth is fixed an 
iron-kettle to drefs the victuals. In one end of the 
apartment is placed a bench, about eighteen inches 
high, and fix feet broad, covered with mats, or skins 
of wild beafts, upon which all the family fic by day, 
and fleep in the night. The walls are built of wood 
and mofs, confifting of large beams, laid one above an- 
other, with a layer of mofs between every two beams. 
All the roofs are raifed. A {quare-hole is cut out for 
a window, and to fupply the want of glafs, a piece of 

ice 
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ice is formed to fit the place exattly, which lets in a cap.x, 


good light. ‘Two or three pieces will laft the whole 
winter. Thefe rarTars are very neat and cleanly, 
both in their perfons and houfes. They ufe no ftoves, 
as the Russians do. « Near the houfe there is common- 
Jy a fhade for the cattle. 

We continued our journey along the banks of the 
IRTISH, having the river to the right or left, as the road 
lay from one TarTAr village to another. . 
_. The 15th, we reached TARA, a {mall town, reckoned 
about five hundred verft from ToBoLsxky; in all this 
road we did not meet with a russian village, except a 
fmall one near Tara. The country abounds with 
woods, corn-fields, and fine pafturage, which appeared 
fufficiently from the quantities of hay, and the good 

condition of the cattle, though the face of the coun- 
try was covered with deep fnow. We found the air 
at Tara much milder than at any place fince we left 
KAZAN. ay : | 
- ‘Tara is fituated on the trtIsu, and fortified with a 
deep ditch, {trong palifades, and wooden towers, fufli- 
cient to defend it againft the fudden attacks of the 
-vartars, called KossaTsHy-oRDA, who inhabit wett- 
Vou, I, C on . - ward 
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cuap.. ward of the IRTISH, and are very cada strliey neigh- 
a ae bours. 


Here we laid in provifions for our journey over the. 
BARABA; Which fignifies, in the TARTAR language, a 
marfhy plain. Its inhabitants are a mixture of diffe- 
rent TARTAR tribes, called BARABINTzyY,*‘from the name: 
of the countty in which they live: They are a poor 
miferable people, being treated as fubjects both by the: 
Emperor and the Kontayfha; and obliged to pay a tri- 
bute, in furs and skins of wild beafts, to each. They 
have no grain nor cattle of any kind, except a few rain- 
deer; and fubfift by hunting and fifhing. What fifh 
they confume not in the fummer, are dried and {mok- — 
ed for their winter provifions. ‘They are partly of the: 
MAHOMETAN and partly of the: catmuck. religion; but: 
this difference caufes no difputes.. 

It is generally reckoned, that more wobibevied are: 
committed in BARaBA, than in any country on the road: 


to CHINA; not by the natives, for they are very. honeft- 


and hofpitable;, but by the kaLmucxs, who come to: 


colleé& tribute for the Kontayfha; who fometimes pick 
up travellers, and carry them off wich all their effects. 
It was faid, that a ftrong party of them, having intel 
ligence that the ambaflador. was to pafs that way, wait- 

ed: 
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ed to intercept him; on which account he took thirty cuap.m. 


-dragoons and fome coflacks, from the garrifon of ro- 1729- 


BOLSKY, to efcort him to Tomsxy; which was a fufh- 
cient guard againft any robbers who might attack us: 
and he knew the Kontayfha was too polite a prince to 
authorife his fubjects to moleft any foreign minifter 
who had done him no injury, notwithftanding the dif- 
ferences that fubfifted between him and his Czarifh 
Majelty. 

Our baggage having Dae at TARA till our arrival, 
we left that place on the 18th; and, next day, came 
to a large russian village, fixty verft from TARA, and 
_ the laft inhabited by russians, till you pafs the Bara- 
BA and come to the river oBy. 

-In the places through which we pafled, the afabac: 


ae fent for all the hunters and fportfmen, that he 


might inquire what kinds of game and wild beafts were 
in their neighbourhood. Hunting is the employment 
of moft of the young fellows in this country; and is 
very profitable, as they fell. the furs to great advan- 
_ tage. We found that this place produced great plen- 
ty both of game and wild beafts, but few fables. In 

_ the fpring, a number of elks. and ftags come. hither, 

from the fouth; many of which are killed by the in- 
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cuap. 11. habitants, both on account of their flefh and their 
1720 hides. What of the flefh is not confumed frefh they 


falt. The hides are very large, and are dreffed into 


excellent buf The huntfman, having found the 
track of a ftag upon the fhow, purfues it upon his 
fnow-fhoes, with his bow and arrows, and little dog, 
till the animal is. quite fatigued: for, the fhow on‘ the 
furface, being melted by the heat of the fun, and con- 
gealed, at night, by the froft, but not ftrong enough 
to bear the weight of fuch an animal; he finks deep 
at, every ftep, and the fharp ice cuts his ancles, and 
lames him; fo. that he becomes. an. eafy prey to the 
hunter.. 2 a 
One of thefe hunters told me the following ftory; 
which was confirmed by feveral of his neighbours. 
That, in the year 1713, in the month. of March, be- 
ing out a hunting, he difcovered the tract’ of a flag; 
which he purfued; at overtaking the animal, he was 


fomewhat {tartled, on obferving it had-only one horn; 


ftuck in the middle of its forehead. Being near this 
village he-drove it home, and fhowed it, to the great 
admiration of the {pectators. He afterwards killed it; 


and eat the flefh; and fold the horn to:a:comb-maker, 


in. the town of TaRA,. for ten alteens, about fifteen 


» pence: 
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pence Sterling. I inquired carefully about the fhape cuap.u. 
and fize of this unicorn, as I fhall call it, and was told 172° 


it exactly refembled a ftag. ‘The horn was of a brown- 
ith colour, about one archeen, or twenty eight inches 
| long; and twifted, from the root, till within a finger's 


length of the top, where it was: divided, like a fork, 


mto two points very fharp. ~ 

The 19th, we entered the BaraBa, and continued 
travelling through it, for ten days, when we came toa 
large russtANn village called Tzausky osTRocuE, from 
a rivulet of that name; which difcharges itfelf into the 
opy, a little diftance eaftward from this place. Here 
is a fmall fort, furrounded with a ditch and palifades, 
mounted with a few cannon, and garrifoned by fome 
militia of the country, in order to prevent the incur: 
fions of the kaLmucks. We ftaid a day at this place; 
to refrefh ourfelves; and, having changed. horfes, pro- 
ceeded towards ToMsky. 

Barapa is really what its name fignifies, an extenfive 
marthy plain. Itis generally full of lakes, and marthy 
grounds, overgrown with tall woods of afpin, alder, wil: 
_lows, and other aquatics; particularly many large birch- 


trees, having their bark as white and {mooth as paper: 


_ The lakes abound with various kinds of fithes; fuch as: 
pikess 
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cHap.u. pikes, perches, breams, eels; and, particularly, a fifth 
1720. 


called karrafs, of an uncommon bignefs, and very fat: 
Thefe the inhabitants dry, in fummer, for winter pro- 
vifions; which are all the food to be found among 
them. I have eat of it. often, and thought it not dif 
agreeable. In winter, they ufe melted {now for water. 
‘They are very hofpitable; and defire nothing, in return 
of their civilities, but a little tobacco to fmoke, and 
a dram of brandy, of which they are very fond. ‘The 
drefs, both of men and women, confifts of long coats 
of fheep-skins, which they get from the russians and 
KALMUCKS3, in exchange for more valuable furs. As 
they wear no other apparel, not even fhirts, they are 
very nafty. Their huts are moft miferable habitati- 
ons, and funk about one half under ground. We 
were glad, however, to find them, as a wien -place-in 
fuch a cold feafon. | 

The BparaBintzy, like moft of the ancient natives 
of sIBERIA, have many conjurers among them; whom 
they call fhamans, and fometimes priefts. Many of 
the female fex alfo affume this character. The fha- 
mans are held in great efteem by the people; they pre- 


tend to correfpondence with the fhaytan, or devil; by 


whom, they fay, they are informed of all paft and. fu- 
| ture 
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ture events, at any diftance of time or place. Our cuap.tr, 


ambaflador refolved to inquire ftritly into the truth 
of many ftrange ftories, generally believed, concerning 
the fhamans; and fent for all of fame, in that way, in 
the places through which we paffed. 


Jn BARABA, we went to vifit a famous woman of this: 


character. When we entered her houfe, fhe continu- 
-ed bufy about her domeftic affairs, without almoft tak- 


ing any notice of her guefts. However, after fhe had: 
fmoked a pipe of tobacco, and drunk a dram of bran: 


dy, fhe began to be more chearful. Our people ask- 


ed her fome-triflinge queftions about their friends; but: 
fhe pretended to be quite ignorant, till fhe got more> 
tobacco, and fome inconfiderable prefents; when fhe: 


began to collect her conjuring tools. Firft, fhe brought 


the fhaytan; which is nothing but a piece of wood,. 
wherein is cut fomething refembling a human head,. 
adorned with many filk and woolen rags, of various: 
colours; then, a fmall drum, about a foot diameter, to» 
which were fixed many brafs and iron rings, and hung. 
round alfo with rags. She now began a difmal tune, 
keeping time with the drum, which fhe beat. with a: 
flick for that purpofe; feveral of her neighbours, whom: 
fhe had previoufly called to her.affiftance, joined in the: 


chorus: 
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cuap.t. chorus. During this {cene, which lafted about a quar- 
1720. 


ter of an hour, fhe kept the fhaytan, or image, clofe 
by herfelf, ftuck up in a corner. The charm being 
now finifhed, fhe defired us to put our queftions. Her 
~ anfwers were delivered very artfully, and with as much 
obfcurity and ambiguity, as they could have been given 
by any oracle. She was a young woman, and very 
handfome. | oe Li 
On the 29th of January, we reached the osy, which 
we crofled on the ice, and entered a country pretty 
well inhabited by russians; where we found provifi- 
ons, and frefh horfes as often as we wanted them. 
The country is generally covered with woods, except 
about the villages; where are fine corn-fields, and good 
pafture grounds. Our courfe lay a little to the north- 
ward of the eaft from TzaUSKY OSTROGUE. 
February 4th, we arrived fafe at the town of Tom- 
sky, fo called from the noble river TomM, upon the 
eaftern bank of which it ftands. 


CHAP. 
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Occurrences at TOMSKY;. Obfervations on the TZULIMM TAR- 


TARS, Gc. and journey continued to ELIMSKY. 


THE citadel of romsky is fituated on an eminence, 
and contains the commandant’s houfe, publick 
offices, and barracks for the garrifon. ‘The fortifica- 
tions, like moft others in this country, are of wood. 
The town ftands under the hill, along the banks of 
the river romm. The country about this place is plea- 
fant and fruitful. From the top of the hill you have 


a very extenfive view every way, except to the fouth, 


_where it is interrupted by hills. Beyond thefe hills 
there is a large, dry, and open plain, which ftretches. a 
ereat way fouthward. | | 

About eight or ten days journey from TOMSKY, in 
this plain, are found many tombs, and burying places 
of ancient heroes; who, in all probability, fell in battle. 
Thefe tombs are eafily diftinguifhed by the mounds 
of earth and ftones rarfed upon them. When, or by 
whom, thefe battles were fought, fo far to the north- 
ward, is uncertain. I was informed by the TARTARS 
in the BaraBa, that TAMERLANE, OF TIMYR-ACK-SACK, 

VoL. fh Dd as 
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cHaP. 1m. as they call him, had many engagements in that coun- 
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try with the KaLMucks; whom he in vain endeavoured: — 
to conquer. Many perfons go from Tomsky, and o- 
ther parts, every fummer, to thefe graves; which they 
dig up, and find, among the afhes of the dead, confi- 
derable quantities of gold, filver, brafs, and fome pre- 
cious ftones; but particularly hilts of fwords and ar- 
mour. ‘They find alfo ornaments of faddles and bridles, 
and other trappings for horfes; and even the bones of 
horfes, and fometimes thofe’of elephants. Whence it: 
appears, that when any general or perfon-of diftinétion, 
was interred, all his arms, his. favourite horfe and fer- 
vant, were buried with him in the fame. grave; this. 
cuftom prevails to this day. among the KaLMucks and: 
other TARTARS, and, feems: to. be of great antiquity. 
It appears from the number of graves, that many, thou- 
fands mutt. have fallen on thefe plains; for; the people- 
have continued to dig for fuch treafure many. years,. 
and full. find ic unexhaufted.. They. are, fometimes. 
indeed, interrupted, and robbed: of -all: their booty, by. 
parties of the KALMUcKs, who.abhor the. difturbing. 
the afhes. of the: dead: 

I have feen feveral pieces: of armour, and other cue. 
wiofitics, that. were dug out. of thefe tombs; particu- 
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~ Jarly.an armed. man on horfe-back, caft in brafs, of no crap. itt. 
mean defign nor workmanfhip; alfo figures of deer, 172° 


¢caftin pure gold, which were fplic through the middle, 
and had fome finall holes in them, as intended for or- 
naments to a quiver, or the furniture of a horfe. 
While we weré at Tomsky, one of thefe grave-dig- 
gers told me, that once they lighted on an arched 


vault; where they found the remains of a man, with 


his bow, arrows, lance, and other arms, lying together 
on a filver table. On: touching the body it fell to 
duft. The value of the table and arms was very cor 
fiderable. batd.. IC 

‘The country about the fource of the river TOMM, 
near which thefe tombs are, is very fruitful and plea- 
fant. At the fource of the Tomm the russians have 
a fmall town called kuznetsxy. ‘This river is form- 
“ed by the Konpoma, and many leffer rivers; 7 all which 
run to the north. 

In the hills above kuzNeTsxKy, there had lately 
been difcovered rich mines of copper, and fome of filver; 
which, fince I was in this country, have been greatly 
improyed. 3 

On the hills, and in whe woods near this place, are 
many forts of wild beafts; particularly the urus, ot 

d 2 uhr- 
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cHaP. mm, uhr-ox, one of the fierceft animals the world produces, 
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and exceeding, in fize and ftrength, all the horned: 
fpecies. ‘Their force and agility is fuch, that no wolf, 
bear, nor tiger, dare to engage with them. Thefe ani- 
mals are found in the woods of potanp, and fome o- 
ther parts of EuRore. As they are well known:I need 
not defcribe them. Tele | 
' In the fame woods is found another fpecies of oxen; 
called bubul by the rarrars; it is not fo big as the 
urus; its body and limbs are very handfome; it has 
a high fhoulder and a flowing tail, wich long . hair 
erowing from the rump to the extremicy, like that of 
a horfe. Thofe I faw were tame, and as tractable as. 
other cattle:. Here are alfo wild affes. F-have feen 
many of their skins. ‘They have, in all refpeéts, the. 
head, tail, and. hoofs, of an ordinary afs; but their 
hair is waved, white and brown, like that of a tiger. ._ 
There is, befides, a number of wild horfes, of a chef 
nut colour; which cannot be tamed, though they are. 
catched when foals. ‘'Thefe horfes differ nothing froma 


the common kind in: fhape, but:are the moft watch-~ — 


ful creatures alive. One of them waits always on the 
heights, to give warning to the reft; and, upon the leaft- 
approach of danger, runs to the herd, making all the 


noife:- 
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noife it can; upon which all of them fly away, like fo cuap. m1. 
many deer. The ftallion drives up the rear, neighing, '77° 
biting and kicking thofe who do not run faft enough. 
Notwithftanding this wonderful fagacity, thefe animals 
are often furprized by the kKaAL Muc«Ks; who ride in a- 
mong them, well mounted on fwift horfes, and kill 
them with broad lances.. ‘Their flefh they efteem ex- 
cellent food; and ufe their skins to fleep upon, inftead 
of couches. ‘Thefe are the animals peculiar to this: 
part of the country; and, befides: thefe,. there are many: 
more, common to’this:place with the reft of siBERta. 

~ The river Toma, having pafled kuzNeTsky, Tom- 
sxy, and feveral other towns of lef$ note, empties itfelf 
into the oBy, at a place called: nikoLsxy, about an: 
hundred ver{t below Tomsxky, in a country overgrown: 
wich thick woods.. Here the romm lofes its name,.and: 
makes a great addition to the opy, which now com-. 
mences a mighty ftream: _ | 

The romm abounds with variety of fine fifh; fuch as: 
fturgeon, fterlet, muchfoon, and the largeft and beft: 
quabs;,. called in FRENcH guion, that I have any where 
feen. ‘The method of catching ‘thefe fifh 1s by. planting 
pales acrofs the river, in which there is left one narrow: 
opening for the fifhes to-pafs through; above.this open- 


me. 
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CHAP. I, ing, a hole is cut in the ice; and near it is placed a fire, 
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upon fome ftones laid for that purpofe. ‘The fifh, on 


-feeing the light of the fire, ftops a moment in its paf- 


fage; and, at this inftant, the fifherman firikes it with a 
fpear, through the hole in the ice. ‘This exercife re- 


quires great quicknefs; for the fifh is gone in a trice. 


I killed feveral of them myfelf. 
Thus, having made a fhort excurfion up and down 


the Tom, and given a brief defcription of the mines 


adjacent, I return again to Tomsky. ! 
‘Tomsky is a good market for furs of all forts ; but 
particularly of fables, black and red foxes, ermins, 
and fquirrels. ‘The fquirrels called rELeutskxy, from 
the name of the diftri€t where they are caught, are 
reckoned the beft of that {pecies. "They have a blackifh 
{tripe down their back. ANE, 
Befides the common fquirrel, there is another fpe- 


cies found here called the flying fquirrel. There is 


lictle peculiar in-its fhape or fize; only, it has, at the 
upper joint of the thigh of the fore-leg, a fmall mem- 
brane, ftretching to the fhoulder, fomewhat like the 
wing of a bat, which it extends at pleafure; and is 
thereby enabled to {pring much farther, from tree to 
tree, than it could do without the help of thefe wings. 

Both 
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Both the ermins and {quirrels are caught only in win- cyap.r, 
ter; becaufe in fummer their fur is quite brown, fhort, !72°- 
and of little ufe. | staliee. 
_ We waited fome days at romsxy for the arrival of 
our baggage. Here we found feveral swepisu officers; 
who had good quarters in a plentiful, though diftant, 
place. After our people had refrefhed themfelves for 
two days, they fet our again on the road to yEent- 
SEY SKY. 
During our abode in Tomsxy, we diverted ourfelves: 
with fifhine and hunting. We were prefent alfo at fe- 
veral concerts of mufick, performed by the swepisz 
officers, at Mr. KosLorr’s, commandant of the place. 
Thefe gentlemen were not lefs. expert in touching their: 
inftruments, than their. companions at TOBOLSKY,. 
Mr. KosLOFF isa good-natured and chearful gentle-- 
man, and: treats thefe officers with great humanity 
They had along with them:a swepisH parfon, Mr. ve- 
STADIUs, a man of genius and learning. 
The oth, we were entertained at the commandant’s;: 
where were affembled fome hundreds of his COSSACKS, 
or light horfe, armed with bows and arrows. After: 
going through their ufual exercife, they fhowed their: 
dexterity in fhooting on-horfe-back at full fpeed. They: 


erected: 
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cuap.im, erected a pole, for a mark, in an open field; and, pafling 


1720. ir at full gallop, let fly their arrows; and foon. splic ie it 


all to fhivers. 

The 1 2th, about midnight, we went into our eked 
and fet out on our journey towards YENIsEysky. For 
the two following days, we had tolerably good roads; 
lying through a pretty fine country, inhabited by RUS- 
stans. ©The villages are but thinly fcattered, yet fuf- 
ficiently near one another to afford provifions and frefh 
horfes. | 

On the 14th, we reached a large navigable river, 
called rzutimm. We went up this river upon the ice. 
We met with neither houfe, nor inhabitant, - for the 
fpace of fix days. We could get no frefh horfes, and 
were obliged to carry both provifions and forage along 
with us; which made this part of the road very tedi- 
ous. During all this time, we had no where to warm 
ourfelves, or drefs our victuals, but in the thick over- 
grown woods, which occupy both fides of the river. 
There is great plenty of fallen trees in thefe woods, 
of which we made large fires. ‘The trees are chief- 
ly pitch-fir, rifing like a pyramid, with long fpreading 
branches hanging to the ground; which render thefe 
woods almoft impaffable to man or beaft. We fre- 


quently » 
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quently fet fire to the mofs and dried fibres of thefe cyap. 1. 
firs. In the {pace of a minute the fire mounts to the 177° 
top of the tree, and has a very pretty effect. ‘The — 
kindling fo many fires warmed all the air around. 

In fummer, the banks of this river are inhabited by 
a tribe of rarTars, called by the RUSSIANS TZULIMM~ 
zy, from the name of the river, who live by fifhing and 
hunting. We found feveral of their empty huts, as 
we went along. In autumn, thefe people retire from 
this inhofpitable place, towards the fouth, near to 
towns and villages, where they can find fubfiftence. __ 
_ 'The 2oth, we arrived at a russtan village, called 
MELETZKY-OSTROGUE, where we ftaid a day to refrefh 
- eurfelves and horfes. In the neighbourhood of this 
place we found many huts of thefe rzuLIMM-TaRTarRs, 
who feem to be a different race from all of that name 
Ihave yet mentioned. Their complexion indeed is 
fwarthy, like that of moft of the other defcendents of 
the ancient natives of siBERIA; but I have feen 
‘many of them having white fpots on their skins, from 
head to foot, of various figures and fizes. Many ima- 
gine thefe fpots natural to the people; but I am rather 
inclined to believe they proceed from their conftant 
diet of fifth and other animal food, without bread. ‘This, 
» Mou, I. oe - of 
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 cHap.u. of courfe, creates a {corbutick habit of body, which 


often breaks out.in infants; and the {cars falling off, 
leave that part of the skin as if it had been fcalded, 
which never recovers its natural colour. I have how- 


ever feen feveral children with thefe fpots, who feemed 


| healthy. 


The rzuiimms, like other Tarrars, live in ‘ai 
half-funk under ground. They have a fire in the 
middle, with a hole at the top to let out the fmoke, and 
benches round the fire, to fit or ly upon. ‘This feems: 
to be the common method of living among all the 
northern nations, from LAPLAND, eaftward, to the ja- 
PANESE ocean. 

The rzutimms fpeak a barbarous language, com- 
pofed of words from many other languages. Some of 
our people, who fpoke TuRKIsuH, told me, they had 
many ARABICK words, which they underftood. ‘They 
are poor, miferable, and ignorant heathens. The arch- 
bifhop of Tosotsky, in perfon, came lately hither, and 
baptifed fome hundreds of them, who were inclined to 
embrace the cHRISTIAN faith. As they area well- 
difpofed and harmlefs people, probably in a fhort time 
they may be all converted. 

‘The river TZULIMM has its fource about three hum 
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dred verft above MELETSKY osTROGUE; from this place crap. m, 
it continues its courfe to the northward, till ic meets 177° 
with the river opy, at a place called sHABANNSKY 
OSTROGUE. osTROGUE, in the RUSSIAN language, fig- 
nifies a {trong palifade, inclofing a certain piece of 
ground. On the firft fectlements made by the russt- 
ANs in thefe parts, fuch inclofures were neceflary to 
prevent any furprife from the inhabitants. | 

The 21ft, early in the morning, we left MELETsKy, 
and travelled through thick woods, along narrow roads. 
Next day, we came to a {mall russian village, called 
MELAY-KEAT; Where we found our baggage, for the 
firft time, fince we quitted romsxy. Near this place 
the river KEAT has its fource; and runs towards the 
welt, till ic meets with the opy. Having changed hor- 
fes at MELAY-KEAT, we left our baggage, and proceeded 
on our journey. 

‘On the evening of the 22d, we came to a zimovey, 
where we halted a little, to refrefh ourfelves and bait 
our horfes. A zimovy isa houfe or two, built ina 
place at a great diftance from any town or village, for 
the convenience of travellers; and is: a fort of inn, 
where you generally find a warm room, frefh bread, 
and a wholefome and agreeable liquor, called quafs, 

, ere made 
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cHaP.im. made of malt, or rye-meal, fteeped and fermented; 


1.720. 


with hay and oats, at eafy rates. 

From this place we travelled to BELoy, a large vil- 
lage, where we changed horfes, and proceeded. From 
hence to YENISE¥SKy the country is well cultivated: 
Upon the road are many Russ villages, where we got 
frefh horfes, as often as we pleafed, without halting 
ten minutes.. "Fhus we continued travelling, day and - 
night, tillwe arrived, on the 23d; at the town. of YE- 
NISEYSKY; where we had.a friendly: reception, and good 
entertainment, from the commandant, Mr. BEcKLI- 
MIs HOF, who had come fome miles from town to meet 
his old friend the ambaflador. 

Here I found. Mr. KANBAR NIKITITZ AIKINFIOF, with 
whom-F got acquainted at cazan, while we. wintered 
there, in the journey to Persia. Some crofs accident 
had been the occafion of his coming to this place. He 
enjoyed full liberty to walk about at:pleafure. He un- 
derftood feveral languages, was well acquainted with 
hiftory, and a chearful good-natured companion. 

Here we paffed the-holidays called Mafslapitza, or 
the Carnaval, which is: held’ on the week before Lent: 
In the mean time our carriages-arrived, which were dif 
patched again as foon as poflible.. 
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"The town of yenisEysky is pleafantly fituated in cuap.m.. 
a plain, on the weftern bank of the river yentsEy, from, +772? 
which the town takes itsname. It is a large and po- 
pulous place, fenced with a ditch, palifades, and woods 
en towers. Here is a good market for furs of all forts; 
particularly of the animals called piefly, which are of 
two colours, white and dove-colour. 'Thefe creatures 
are caught far to the northward of this place. ‘They 
are nearly of the fhape and fize of a:fox; having a fhort 
bufhy tail, and a thick foft downy fur, very light and 
warm, which is much efteemed by the great men in the 
northern parts of cu1N A; and, by them, made chiefly 
into. cufhions, on which they fit in. winter. 
. Befides the above, there is here another creature 
called roflomack in Russ, and feel-frefs by the cEr- 
MANs; becaufe they imagine it eats a great deal more 
in proportion than other animals. I have feen feveral 
of them alive. They are very fterce, and about the 
fhape and fize of a badger. The neck, back, and tail 
are black; but about the belly the hair is of a brown- 
wh colour. The blacker they are, the more valuable: 
The skin, being thick, is only ufed in caps and muffs. 
Alfo elks, rain-deer, and ftags.. The latter-retire to: 
the fouth.on the approach of winter, and return. in-the 
| {pring, - 
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cHaP.ut, {prine. Here are likewife an incredible number of 
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~* white-hares, which perhaps I may mention afterwards. 


I muft not omit the black foxes, which are in great 
abundance about yeNisEysky. ‘Their fur 1s reckoned 
the moft beautiful of any kind; it is even preferred to 
the fable with refpe& to lightnefs and warmnefs. [I 
faw here one of their skins valued at five hundred 
crowns, and fome of them far exceed this fum. 

Before I leave this place I fhall give a fhort defcrip- 
tion of the courfe of the famous river YENISEY, ac- 
cording to the beft information I could procure. It 
rifes in a hilly country, at a great diftance fouthward 
from this place. Being joined by many rivers in its 
courfe, it grows into a mighty ftream; and 1s, at YENI- 
sEYSKY, full as large as the votca. It runs the long- 
eft courfe of any river on this vaft continent. - The 
firft town, of any note, in coming down this river, is" 
KRASSNO-YARR, Which ftands on the weftern bank. It 
is a place of confiderable trade, particularly in furs. 
From this. place, along the banks, are many villages, 
till the yeNisEy meets the lower ToNGusT4a, a large 
river, coming from the eaft, a few verft above-yEnt- 
sEYSKY. Below this place there are many inconfider- 
able fettlements, till you come to MANGASEYSKY, @ 


town 
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town famous for furs, and the fhrine of an illuftrious crap. mz: 
faint, called vassILE MANGASEYSKY, much frequented '77°- 
by the devout people in thefe parts. | Or, 

Above this place the yENIsEy receives the popKa- 
MENA-TONGUSTA, a large river, running from the fouth 
eaft; and, at MANGASEYSKY, it meets another river, cal- 
led TUROCHANSKY, coming from the weft. The re- 
NISEY now continues its courfe, almoft due north, till 
it difcharges itfelf into the ocean. ‘This river abounds 
with variety of excellent fith; fuch as I have iene 
mentioned, but in leffer quantities. 

The 27th, we left yENIsEysKy, and travelled about 
eight or ten verft along the fouth bank of the river, 
when we came to thick and tall woods, which obliged 
us to leave the land and march along the river, on the 
ice, which was very uneven. This roughnefs is caufed 
by the froft fetting in about autumn, with a ftrong 
wefterly wind, which drives up great cakes of ice upon 
one another, in fome places four or five feet high. If 
the froft happens to begin in calm weather, the ice is. 
very fmooth, and eafy for fledges. 

The 28th, we proceeded along the yENIsEY, meet- 
ing fometimes with villages. The rigour of the cold 
was much abated; but the face of winter appeared e- 

3 very 
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cHAP. 11. very where, without the leaft fign of fpring. At even- 
ete nel we entered the river ToNcusTA, which we found 
as rough as the former; but, as both the banks were 
overgrown with thick woods, we were obliged to keep 
along the ice. 
~ Next day, we flill proceeded along the river, in ‘pasial 
ing weather and driving fnow. | 
The 1ft of March, we overtook our scion whiel 
we paffed; it being thought more convenient, both in 
order to procure lodging and frefh horfes, that the 
heavy carriages fhould travel behind. 
We continued our journey, for feveral days, long 
the roncusta. We found, now and then, little vil- 
lages, or fingle houfes, on the banks. One day we 
chanced to meet a prodigious flock of hares, all as 
white as the {now on which they walked. I {peak 
within compafs when I fay there were above five or 
fix hundred of them. ‘They were coming down the 
river, very deliberately, on a {mall path, of their own 
making, clofe to the beaten road. As foon as they 
faw us, all of them run into the woods, without feem- 
ing much frightened. I am informed that thefe 
hares travel to the fouth, in much greater flocks than 
this, every {pring, and return in autumn, when the n- 
vers 
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~vers are frozen and the fnow falls. In moft of the cuap. 11. 
villages, we found plenty of this fort of venifon; the 177° 
inhabitants, however, value it but little; for. they catch 
‘thefe hares more on account of their skins, “of which 
they make confiderable profits, than their flefh. | 
The tonecusy, fo called from the name of the ri- 
‘ver, who live along its banks, are the pofterity of the 
ancient inhabitants of siperia, and differ in language, 
‘manners, and drefs, and even in their perfons and fta- 
‘ture, from all the other tribes of thefe people I have 
had occafion to fee. They have no houfes, where they 
‘remain for any time, but range through the woods, — 
and along rivers, at pleafure; and, wherever they come, 
they erect a few fpars, inclining to one another at the 
top; thefe they cover with pieces of birchen bark, ‘few- 
ed together, leaving a hole at the top to let out the 
fmoke. The fire is placed in the middle. ‘They are very 
civil and tractable, and like to {moke tobacco, and drink 
‘brandy. About their huts they have generally a good 
{tock of rain-deer, in which all their wealth confifts. 
The men are tall and able-bodied, brave, and very 
‘honeft. The women are of a middle fize, and virtu- 
ous. I have feen many of the men with oval figures, 
like wreaths, on their fore-heads and chins; and fome- 
Vou. I. | Reais times 
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CHAP. mI. times a figure, refembling the branch of a tree, reaching 
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from the corner of the eye to the mouth. Thefe are 
made, in their infancy, by pricking the parts with a nee- 
dle, and rubbing them with charcoal, the marks whereof 
remain.as long as the perfon lives. Their complexi- 
on is fwarthy, Their faces are not fo flat as thofe of” 
the KALMUKs, but their countenances more open. ‘They: 
are altogether unacquainted with any kind of literature,, 
and worfhip the fun and moon. "They have many fha- 
mans among them, who differ little from. thofe I for- 


merly defcribed. I was told’ of others, whofe abilities: 


in fortune-telling far exceeded thefe of the fhamans at 


this place; but they lived far northward. They cannot: 


bear to fleep in. a warm. room, but retire to their huts,. 


and lie about the fire om skins of wild beafts. It is: 


furprizing how thefe creatures. can.fuffer the very pier-. 
eing cold in thefe parts. 


_'The women are: drefféd in a fur-gown, reaching be-. 


low the knee, and tied’ about the waift with @ girdle:. 


"Fhis girdle-is about three inches broad; made of deer’s. 
skin, having che hair curioufly fticched down and orna- 
aented; to. which is faftened, at each fide, an iron-ring,, 
that ferves to carry a tobacco-pipe, and other trinkets. 
ef fmall value. Their gowns are alfo fticched down: 

the: 


TOVUPY OTN 229 
the breatt, and about the neck. Their long black hair cnap: 1m. 
is plaited, and tied about their heads, above which 172° _ : 
they wear a {mall fur-cap, which is becoming enough. be. 
Some of them have {mall ear-rings. Their feet are 
dreffed in buskins, made of deer-skins, which reach to 
the knee, and are tied about the ancles with.a thong 
of leather. 3 

The drefs of the men is very fimple, and fit for ac- 
tion. It-confifts of a fhort jacket, with narrow fleeves, 
smade of deer’s skin, having the fur outward; croufers 
and hofe'of the fame kind of skin, both of one piece, 
and tight to the limbs. ‘They have befides a piece of 
fur, that covers the breaft and {tomach, which is hung _ 
about the neck with a thong of leather. This, for the 
moft part, is neatly ftitched and ornamented by their 
wives. Round their heads they have a ruff, made of 
the tails of fquirrels, to preferve the tips of the ears 
from the cold. ‘Tvhere is nothing on the crown, but 
the hair fmoothed, which hangs in a long plaited lock 
~ behind their backs. — ; 

Their arms are a bow and feveral forts of arrows, ac- 
— cording to the different kinds of game they intend te 
hunt. The arrows are carried, in a quiver, on their backs, 
and the bowalways in their left hand. Befides thefe, they 

ee ay . have 
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cHap. 11; have a fhort lance, and a little hatchet. Thus accou-- 
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tred, they are not afraid to attack the fierceft creature: 
in the woods, even the ftrongeft bear; for they are 
{tout men, and dexterous archers. In winter, which is . 
the. feafon for hunting wild beafts,. they travel on what. 


are called fnow fhoes, without.which it would be: im- 


_ poflible to make their way through the deep fhow. | 
Thefe are made of a very-thin piece of ‘light wood, a-. 


bout five feet long, and five or fix inches broad, inclin- 
ing to a point before, and {quare behind. ‘In the middle - 
is fixed a thong, through which the feet are put. On: 
thefe fhoes a perfon may.walk fafely over the deepeft.. 


fnow; for a man’s w eight will not fink them above an... 


inch ; thefe however can only be ufed on plains. . They: | 
have a different kind for afcending hills, with the skins - 


of feals glued to the boards, having the hair inclined: — 


backwards, which prevents the fliding of the fhoes ; fo - 


thar they-can afcend:a hill. very eafily; and, in defcend-:_ 


ine, they flide downwards at a great rate.- 


The nation of the rONGUsSyY was very:numerous; | 


but is, of late, much diminilhed:by.thefmall pox. Ic 


is remarkable, that they knew nothing of this diftem- 


per, ull che russians arrived among them. . They are 


fo much afraid of this difeafe, that, ia any one.of a fa- 
mily 
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mily is feized with it, the reft immediately make the cuap.m. 
patient a little hut, and fec by him fome water and *7?° 
vituals; then, packing up every thing, they march off 
to the windward, each: carrying .an:earthen pot, with” 
burning coals in it, and making a dreadful lamentation | 
as they go along. They: never revifit the fick, till 
they think the danger paft. If the perfon dies, they’ 

_ place him-on a: branch of a tree, to which he is tied, 
with ftrong.wythes, to prevent his falling. . 

‘When they go a hunting into the woods, they car- 
ry with them no provifions; but depend entirely on 
what they are to catch... ‘They eat every animal that 
comes in their way, even-a:bear, fox, or wolf. ‘The 


_ {quirrels: are reckoned delicate food ;.. buc the ermins 


have fuch a ftrong rank tafte and fmell, that: nothing 


but ftarving can oblige them to eat their flefh: When - 
a TONGUSE kills an elk or deer, he never moves from 
the place, till-he has eat ic up, unlefs he happens to be 
near his family; in: which cafe, he carries part of it 
home. He is never at a lofs for fire, having always a ~ 
tinder-box: about him;, if this: fhould happen to be~ 
wanting, he kindles a fire by rubbing two pieces of — 
wood againft each others They eat nothing raw; buc > 
in great excremity. - | 
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The fables are. not caught in the fame manner as 
other animals. The fur is fo tender, that the leaft 
mark of an arrow, or ruffling of the hair, fpoils the fale. 
of the skin. In hunting them they only ufea little dog, 
and anet. When a hunter finds the track of a fable 
upon the fnow, he follows it, perhaps, for two or three 
days, till che poor animal, quite tired, takes refuge in | 
fome tall tree; for it can ‘climb like a cat; the hunter 
then {preads his net around the tree, and makes a fire; 
the fable, unable to endure the {moke, immediately 
defcends, and is caught in the net. [have been told, 
by fome of thefe hunters, that, when hard pinched 
with hunger, on fuch long chaces, they take two thin 
boards, one of which they apply to the pit of the fto- — 
mach, and the other to the back.oppofite to it; the 
extremities of thefe boards are tied with cords, which 
are drawn tighter by degrees, and prevent their feel- 

ing the cravings of hunger. ree 
Although I have obferved, that the roncusy, in 
general, worfhip the fun and moon, there are many 
exceptions to this obfervation. I have found intelli- 
gent people among them, who believed there was a be- 
ing fuperior to both fin and moon; and who created 


them and all the world. 
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E fhall only remark farther, that from all the: ac CHAP.Ih 


‘counts I have heard’ and read of the natives of cANa- 
‘pa, there is no nation, in the world, which they fo 
‘much refemble as the roncusians. The diftance be- 
tween-them is not fo great as is commonly imagined. 
‘The. 4th of March, we came to-a little monattery,. 
called rroyTza, dedicated to the Holy 'Frinity; where 
we found about half a dozen monks, who gave us an 
hofpicable reception in their cells, and furnifhed us 
with provifions and frefh horfes. The monattery {tands 
upon the north-fide of ‘the river, on a very pleafant 
though folitary bank, encompafféd with woods, corn- 
fields, and good pafturage. Moft of the villages are- 
on the north fide of the river, as it is higher than the 
fouth fide. | 
The fame day, we proceeded. on our journey along: 
the river. We met with, daily, great flocks of hares in 
their progrefs to the weftward, and many Toncus! ANS. 
in their huts. It is. to be obferved, that, from: this river: 
northward to the frozen ocean, there are-no inhabi- 
tants, except a few TONGusiaNns on the banks. of the: 
great rivers; the whole of this: moft- extenfive country | 
ae being overgrown:with dark impenetrable woods. ‘The 
a along the banks of this river, is good; and pro- 


ducess 
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cuaP. ur. duces wheat, barley, rye, and oats. ‘The method ta 


Pee: ken by the inhabitants to deftroy the large fir-trees, is, 
to cut off a ring of bark.from the trunk, about a foot 


broad, which prevents the afcending of the fap, and 
the tree withers in a few years. This prepares it for 
being burnt in a dry feafon; by which means, the 


ground is both cleared of the wood, and manured by 


the:afhes, without much labour. 
The russians obferve, that, where the fort of fir, 


commonly called the scorcu fir, grows, the ground ° 


never fails of producing corn; but it isnot fo where the © « 


pitch, or any other kind of fir, prevails. 

The 7th, we came to the head of the roncusky, © 
which is formed by.the conflux of two other rivers, the 
ancara and the ELimm. The firft iffues from the 
great BAYKALL lake; and runs towards the welt, till ic 


meets the ToNGusKy, when it lofes its name. We 


left the ancara and Toncusky on our right hand, and 


proceeded along theeL1mM, which we found much 
fmoother than the roncusky. The ELimm isa confi- 
derably large and navigable river.. The banks on the 
fouth fide are very high, and covered with rugged rocks, - 
overgrown with woods; but, to the north, you meet 
with feveral villages, corn-fields, and pafturage. 


Wen 
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We kept on our courfe up the EL1mm, a little to cnap.im. 


the northward of the eaft, till the gth, when we arriv- 
ed at the town of ExImsky, fo called from the name 
of the river, which ftands in a narrow valley, on the 
fouth fide of the river, encompaffed with high hills 
and rocks covered with woods. ‘This place is but 
fmall, and is only confiderable as it ftands on the 
road to the eaftern parts of stBER1A; for travellers. to 
_ -cHina generally take to the fouth-eaft, towards irKutT- 
sky; and thofe who travel to rakuTskKy and KAMTZAT= 
sky, to the north-eaft. | 


CORDED PT EER ® PV, 


Obfervations on YAKUTSKY and KAMTZATSKY, Gc. Journey 


continued to IRKUTSKY, and occurrences there, ec. 


A 'T evimsky I met with general kaniFER. He was 
adjutant general to cHARLEs XII. of swEDEN, and 
much efteemed by that great warrior, for his military 
exploits. KaNIFER was a native of couRLAND. He 
was taken prifoner by the RussIANs in POLAND, and 
fent hither; where he lived in eafe and folitude, and 
was regularly vifited by all travellers. 
This gentleman had a creature called kaberda, which 
Vou. L Gg was 
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cHap.1v. was brought to him when a fawn, by fome of the Ton- 


Gusy. It is the animal from which the {weet-{melling. 
drug called musk is taken. The musk grows about - 
the navel, in form of an excrefcence, which is‘cut off 
and preferved, when the creature is killed.. There are 
many of them in this country; but the musk is not fo. 
ftrong fcented as that which comes from cHina, and 
more fouthern climates. The general had bred this - 
ereature to be very familiar. He fed it at his table : 
with bread and roots. When dinner was over, it jump- 
ed on the table, and picked up the crumbs. © It fol- , 
Jowed him about the ftreets like a dog. I muft con- 
fefs it was pleafing to fee it cut caprioles, and play 
with children like a kid. _ 

The kaberda is a fize lefs than the fallow-deer, and 
its colour darker. It is of a pretty fhape, having erect 


horns, without branches; is very. fwift, and) haunts. 


xocks and mountains, of difficule accefs to men or 


dogs; and, when hunted, jumps from. cliff.co cliff with: 
incredible celerity, and firmnefs of foot. ‘The fleth is: 
e{teemed better venifon than any of the deer: kind, of 


larger fize; whereof there 1s great variety in thefe 


parts. iia: ¥ | 
Before I leave zximsxx, £ fhall,.as ufual, give a fhore 


account 
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account of fome of the places adjacent; particularly cyap.1v. 


thofe to the north-eaft, towards the river LENA, and 
YAKUTSKY, according as I have been informed by tra- 


-vellers, on whofe veracity I could entirely depend. 


Las 


_ Fhe people who travel in winter, from hence to_ 


thefe places, generally do it in January, or February. 
Ic is a very long and dificult journey; and which none 
but TONGUSIANS, er fuch hardy people, have abilities 
‘to perform. .The russians frequently finih it in fix 
weeks. The common method is as follows: After 
travelling a few days in {ledges, when the road becomes 
- ampaffable by horfes, they fet themfelves on {now-fhoes, 
and drag after them what is called a nart, containing 
provifions and other neceflaries; which are as few and 
light as poffible. This nart is a kind of fledge, about 
five feet long, and.ten inches broad, which a man may 
eafily draw upon the deepeft fnow. At night, they 
make a large fire, and lay themfelves down to fleep in 
thefe narrow {ledges. As foon as they have refrefhed 
~ themfelves, they again proceed on their fnow-fhoes, as 
before. This manner of travelling continues about 
the fpace of ten days, when they come to, a place 
where they procure dogs to draw both themfelves and 
their narts. The dogs are yoked by pairs; and are 
| ee) Gg 2 3 more 
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1720. sd 
oe to draw. Being trained to the work, they go om 


with great fpirit, barking all the way; and the perfon, _ 
who lies in the fledge, holds. a fmalk cord to guide the 
dog that leads the reft. They are faftened to the 
{ledge by a foft rope, which is tied about their middle, 
and paffes through between: their hind legs. I have - 
been furprifed to fee the weight that thefe creatures 
are able co draw; for travellers muft carry along with - 
them provifions, both for themfelves and the dogs. 
Thefe watchful animals know the time of fetting out 
in the morning; and make a difmal howling, till they: 
are fed and purfue their journey. ‘This way of tra- 
velline would: not, I believe, fuit every conftitution;. 
the very fight of it fatisfied my curiofity. ‘Thus, how- 
ever, thefe: people proceed for near three weeks, tilk 
they arrive at fome-villages on the LENa; where, leav-~ 
ing the dogs, they procure horfes, with. which they: 
travel to the town of ¥yaxuTsky. This place has its 
name from a rivulet, called. yaxuT, which empties. it~ 
felf into the LENA. © 

- T have been, perhaps, too: particular in deferibing 


the method of travelling with fnow-fhoes and dogs; 


but, as thefe things are known. to few EvRopEaNs, L 
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gondluded an account of them would not be difagree- cHap. Iv. 


able. I have feen feveral swepisuH officers who have 172° 


travelled to yAKUTSKyY in this manner. JI tried the | 


fnow-fhoes myfelf, and found them very fatiguing; but 
time and practice make them eafy and familiar. 


There is a more agreeable road, from ELIMSKY to 


yakuTsky, than that I have mentioned, which is by 


water, down the river LENA; but this rout will not a- 
gree with the ume and circumftances of every traveller. 
Thofe who travel from irxuTsxy, by this courfe, go, 
by land, toa place called VERCHOLENSKY OSTROGUE, 
fituated near the fource of the tena, where they em- 
bark and fall down the ftream. Thofe who go from 
ELIMSKY, crofs the country dire¢tly, about two days 
journey, to. the firft convenient place upon the LENa, 


where they procure veflels, and fail down the river to. 


¥AKUTSKY, or any other place; but in this pafiage, by 
water, they are peftered with numbers of large gnats 
and muskitoes, which leffen the pleafure of the voyage. 


Before I proceed to the northward, it will not be 


wmproper to give a fhort defcription. of the famous ri- 


ver LENA; which, for the length of its courfe, and 


guantity of water, may be compared to any of the 


largeft rivers in the world. i 
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The tena rifes at a {mall diftance northward from 
the BayKau lake, and runs to the north, with little 
variation, till ic difcharges itfelf into the NORTHERN 
ocean. I compute the length of it, from the fource 
to the ocean, to be about two thoufand five hundred 
ENGLISH miles, though it is much more by common 
report. Itis navigable during this whole courfe, hav- 
ing no cataracts fo great as to prevent the paflage of vel- 
fels of confiderable burden. | It receives many great 
rivers, moft of which come from the eaft. It may 
eafily be imagined, that the LeNa cannot fail of being 
ftored with various kinds of excellent fifth, when the 
other rivers in siBERt1A afford fuch plenty and variety. 
The banks are generally overgrown with tall thick 
woods; wherein are abundance of game, and. wild 
beafts. The country, between its -fource and the say- 
kat lake, is well peopled, abounding with many russ. 
villages, and corn-fields, along the banks of the river. 

Having formerly mentioned YAKUTSKY and KAMT- 
zaTsKY, I fhall add a few obfervations on thefe two 
provinces. | 

The town of yaxursky, capital of the province of 
that name, is fituated on the weft bank of the river 
LENA, and governed by a commandant; whofe office is 
| reckon- 
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reckoned very lucrative, as many fables, and other va- cyap.1v. 
1720. 


luable furs, are found in that province. 
LirVNS 


The winter here is very long, and the froft fo vio- 
lent, that it is never out of the earth, in the month of 
June, beyond two feet and an half below the furface. 
When the inhabitants bury their dead above three feet 
deep, they are laid in frozen earth; for the heat of the 
fun never penetrates above two. feet, or two feet and 
an half: fo that, I am informed, all the dead bodies 
remain in the earth, unconfumed; and will do fo till 
the day of judgment. , 

The town, and many villages in its neighbourhood, 
are inhabited by russians; who have horfes and cows, 
but no fheep nor corn. They are plentifully fupplied 
with corn from the fouthern parts of the country, by 
water-carriage along the LENA. And, in fummer, they 
- make hay enough to feed their cattle in winter. 

The province of yakuTsky is inhabited by a nume- 
yous tribe of TartTars; by which name the russians 
‘eall the whole of the natives of this country, however 
they differ from one another in religion, language, and 
manners. ‘Thofe of this province are named yakuTy. ~ 
They occupy a great fpace of territory round this 


& 


place, 
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cuap.tv. place, efpecially to the eaft, where they border with 
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the extenfive province of KAMTZATSKY. 

The yaxuty differ little from the ToNcusiIAns, 
either in their perfons or way of life. Their occupa- 
tion, like that of the other natives, is fifhing and hunt- ~ 
ing. They have flatctifh faces, little black eyes, and — 
long black hair, plaited, and hanging down their backs. 
Many of the men are marked in the face with char- — 
coal, after the manner of the Toncusians. I have, 
however, feen many of thefe people, both men and 
women, of good complexions. They often fell their 
children to the Russians, who are very fond of them; 
as they generally make trufty fervants. — 

Thefe people, though otherwife humane and trac- 
table, have, among them, one very barbarous cuftom: 
When any of their people are infirm through age, or 
feized with diftempers reckoned incurable, they make 


a {mall hut for the patient, near fome river, in which 


they leave him, with fome provifions; and feldom, or _ 
never, return to vifit him. On fuch occafions, they 
have no regard to father or mother; but fay, they do 
them a good office in fending them to a better world. 
Whereby it appears, that, even thefe rude ignorant 
people have a notion of a future ftate. 7 
Under 
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- Under xamrzatsxy I include all that vaft tract of crap.q. 


land, reaching from the river amoor, along the fhore 177° 


-of the EASTERN, or JAPANESE ocean, called by the rus- 
SIANS TIKOE MORE, or the cAL™ sEa, to the north-eaft 
point of the continent. | The country, along the fhore, 
is very pleafant and healthy, efpecially to the fouth, 
where the climate is temperate. This part of the 
country produces grain, and, as I have been informed, 
even grapes, and other fruits. The inhabitants are 
very humane and hofpitable. | 
-» When the russians firft entered this province, the 
KAMTZEDANS endeavoured to oppofe them. For this 
purpofe they affembled great numbers of men, armed, 
after the fafhion of their country, with bows, arrows, 
and fhort lances, headed with bone, fharpened at the 
point. Whence it appears, that thefe people knew no 
more the ufe of iron, than the Mexicans on the arri- 
val of the spaNiaRDs in AMERiGA. Their multitudes 
were foon difperfed by a few russians with fire-arms, 
which, in thofe days, had rifled barrels, and a fmall 
bore, which killed at a great diftance. ‘The poor 
KAMTZEDANS, feeing their people fall without any vi- 
fible wound, and aftonifhed with the fire and noife of 
the gun-powder, left the field in the utmoft confterna- 
Vou. I. Hh tion. 
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cHaP.iv. tion, Their difpofitions now were wholly inclined to: 
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peace; and a few of their chief men were fent to the: 
RUSSIANS, in order to obtain it. ‘They proftra- 
ted themfelves, in the moft fubmiflive manner, before: 
the leader of the party, and begged of him to grant: 
them peace; which he did, on condition of their pay- 
ing to his Majefty an annual tribute of fables, or other, 
furs. This condition they have punctually performed: 
ever fince. | 

Many parts of kamTzaTsky are hilly and moun- 
tainous, particularly to the north, and covered with 
tall woods. At ocHoTsky isa good harbour, and tim- 
ber enough to build a. royal navy. ‘There are many, 


ereat and {mall nvers, that run through the country, 


- and empty themfelves.into the Eaftern Ocean, among, 


which is a great river, called anaDEER. ‘To the 


north of this river, towards the ocean, lies an ex- 


-tenfive tract of land, little known, and inhabited by a 


fierce and favage people, called, by the russians, ANA- 
DEERTZY, who continue very untractable. 

I have: nothing further to add concerning thefe re- 
mote provinces; only, ] am perfuaded that the iflands. 


ef yaPAN can be at no great diftance from the fouth- 


ern parts. of KamrzaTsKy. What confirmed me im 


this 
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this opinion is, that I faw at sT. PETERSBURG a young cHAP.1W. 
man, a native of yapan, who, I believe, is yet alive in '77°° 
the Academy of Sciences at that place. I asked him, 
by what accident he was brought fo far from his own 
country; and he gave me the following account. 

That his father and himfelf, with a few perfons more, 
being at a noted town called naccisaxy, on the weft 
coaft: of the ifland, employed about fome affairs of 
trade, and having finifhed their bufinefs, intended to 
return to their own habitations, on the north fhore, by 
failing round the coaft. ‘Therefore went they on board 
a {mall boat, and begun their voyage homeward; but, 
meeting with a {trong gale off the land, they were un- 
fortunately driven out to fea; and, in a few days, were 
caft upon the coaft of kamTzatsky, half-ftarved, and 
in the greateft diftrefs. In this condition they met 
with a RUSSIAN officer, who afforded them all that af- 
fiftance which common humanity dictates on fuch oc- 
cafions. Notwithftanding all his care, feveral of the 
old. people died; being quite {pent with fatigue, and 
want of victuals. That he and another youth, who 
-was fince dead, were fent to sT. PETERSBURG, where his 
Majefty was pleafed to order that they fhould be pro- 
vided for in the Academy. This young man could 
Hh 2 read 
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CHAP. Iv. read and write both the JAPANESE and RUSSIAN lan- 
sg ouaces. 
We fec out from EL Imsxy on the 12th; and next 
day, in the evening, came to a {mall village, upon the 
north bank of the river an Gara, about eighty verft di 
ftant from ELtmMsxKy. During thefe two days we faw 
no houfe, nor any inhabitants; the whole of the coun- 
try, through which we paffed, being covered with tall 
and thick woods. ‘There is a narrow road cut for 
fledges; and the trees on each fide, meeting at the top, 
fhade it by day ; and in the night make 1 it vii dark, 
and almoft difmal. | 

We pafied the night in this village, where we got: 
frelh horfes; and, next morning, repeated our journey: 
almoft due eaft, up the river ANGaRa«, upon the ice, 
Along the banks we found many villages well-peopled:. 
The face of the country had now a different afpec, 
from: what I had feen for feverak months; fometimes. 
we faw a fine champaign country, exhibiting a beau- 
ciful and extenfive profpect; at other times, the view 
was agreeably varied with woods, and rifing grounds. 
‘The north-fide of the river is moftly. over-grown with: 
woods. ‘There are fome openings along the banks ;. 


where: 
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where we found villages, and abundance of cattle and cyap. rv. 


provifions. | 
The 15th, we arrived at a large village, called pa- 
LAGANSKY; fituated on the fouth-fide of the aNGARA, 
near a rivulet, running from the fouth, called UNGA 
The fituation of this place is very pleafant, as it ftands 
in a fruitful plain, and has many corn-fields and woods 
in the neighbourhood. aad 
_ Here we found another tribe of the: natives of siBE- 
r1A, who differ, in fome particulars, from all thofe I 
have formerly deferibed. ‘Fhey are called by the rus- 
SIANS BRATSKY, but by themfelvesBuRATY. They 
live in tents all the year; and, having large flocks of 
~fheep, and many cows and horfes, they remove from 
place to place, as the convenience of grazing requires: 
Their language has a great affinity to that of the KaL- 
mucks; and they have priefts: among them who can 
read and write that language. As to their drefs, and 
manner of life, I could obferve little difference between 
them and the xatMmucks on the: votGa;. and: there- 
fore conclude they have both defcended from the fame 
eriginal. Their faces, however, are not quite fo flat 
as thofe of the Kan MucKs; their nofes being fome- 


what higher, and their. countenances. more open: 


‘The 
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The suraty are ftout active men, but hate all kind 
of labour. For, though they have the example of the 
RUSSIANS plowing and fowing their ground; and living 
plentifully on the produce of this rich and fertile foul; 
they chufe ftill to live in their tents, and tend their 
flocks, on which their fubfiftence intirely depends. 

The chief exercife of the men is hunting and rid- 
ing. ‘They have a good breed of faddle-horfes; and 
their horned cattle are very large. Their fheep have 


- broad tails, and their mutton is excellent. They have 


alfo great abundance of goats. For all thefe animals 
they make no provifion of fodder; but leave them to 
feed in the open fields.. ‘When the fnow falls to a 
great depth, which feldom happens in thefe parts, they 
drive them fouthward to rifine grounds, where little 
{now lies. - ; ‘i 


Their arms are bows and arrows, lances and fabres; 


all of which are ufed on horfe-back ; for, like the KaL- 


mucks, they have no infantry. ‘They are dexterous: 
archers, and skilful horfemen. 

Thefe people were formerly fubject to a prince of 
the MONGALS; but now live very quietly under the 
RUSSIAN government. ‘They are at prefent a very nu- 
merous people, reaching towards the eaft and fouth 


of 
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of the BAYKALL lake; and aregenetally reckoned very cyap.tv. 
honeft and fincere. alasit Milani ar) US POd 

As to their drefs, the men wear a coat, or tthe.“ * © 
| gown, of fheep-skins, girt about the middle, in all 
feafons; a {mall round cap, faced with fur, having a 
taflel of red filk at the top; which, together with a 
pair of drawers and boots, makes up the whole of their 
apparel. - The women’s drefs is nearly the fame; only. 
their gowns are plaited about the waift, and hang down: 
like a petticoat. “The married women have their hair 
hanging in two locks, one on each fide of the head, 
drawn through two iron rings to prevent its floating 
on the breaft; and looking very like a tye-wig. Round: 
their fore-head. they wear a hoop of polithed iron, made 
faft behind; and on their head a fmall round cap, 
faced with fur, and embroidered, in their fafhion, ta. 
diftinguifh ic from thofe of the men. The maids are 
dreffed in the fame manner; only, thei hair is all plait- 
ed, hanging in feparate locks round their head, and is 
as black as. a raven; fome of them have good com- 
plexions. Both the men and women are courteous in 
their behaviour. I fhould like them: much better if 
they were alittle more cleanly. Both their perfons 
and tents are extremely nafty,, from. their ufing only 


skins, 
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cHaP.1v. skins to preferve them from the cold; on thefe they 

1720+ fic or lie, round a little fire, in their tents. | 

| The religion of the Buraty feems to be the fame | 

with that of the KaALMucKs, which is downright Paga- 

nifm of the groffeft kind. 'They talk indeed of an al- 

mighty and good being, who created all things, whom © 

they call BuRcHUN; but feem bewildered, in obfcure 

and fabulous notions, concerning his nature and go- 

vernment. ‘They have two high priefts, to whom they 

pay great refpect; one is called Delay-Lama, the other. 

 Kutuchtu. Of thefe priefts I fhall have an opportu- - 

nity to give fome account afterwards. | 

In pafling the tents of the suraTy, I often obferved 

a long pole; whereon was hung, by the horns, the head 

and skin of a fheep. On inquiring the reafon of this 

appearance, I was told that the animal, whofe head 

and skin thefe were, had been flain, and offered in fa- 

crifice, to the God who protected their flocks and herds. 

‘I could obferve no images among them, except fome 

relicks given them by their priefts, which they had 

from the Delay-Lama; thefe are commonly hung up 

in a corner of their tents, and fometimes about their 

necks, by way of an amulet, to preferve them from mis- 
fortunes. | 
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‘The 16th, we came to another large village, called cuap.1v. 


KAMENKA, fituated on the north bank of the river, 
where we found many of the BuraTy in their tents. 
This day we had fome rain, which melted much fnow, 
and made it dangerous to travel upon the ice; fo that 
‘we were obliged to leave the river, and make the beft 
of our way along the banks; for feveral of our horfes 
broke through the ice, and were got up again with no 
{mall difficulty. | 
The 17th, our route lay to the fouth-eaft. The al- 
teration of the weather was now very perceptible; the 
heat of the fun was very intenfe, and the fnow fud- 
denly difappeared, leaving no marks of winter, except 
the ice upon the river, which was vanifhing very faft. 
‘Thus, in the fpace of a few days, we paffed from a 
cold winter to a warm fpring; and one would almoft 
have imagiried we had been imperceptibly dropped into 
another climate. Our fledges, in which we had tra- 
velled and lodged, for moft part, during the winter, 
could now be of no ufe; and we left them to be put 
on wheel carriages, in order to follow us as fhould be 
convenient. S he | 
Having procured fuch horfes and furniture as the 
place afforded, we proceeded along the north bank of 
VoL. I, Ti the 


1720. 


250. 


A JOURNEY 


_cHaP.1v. the ANGaRA, towards IrkKUTsKy. We were efcorted 
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by fome cossacks, and a party of the BURATY, armed 
with bows and arrows. We hunted all the way as we 
travelled; and were not a little furprifed to fee the Bu- 
rATY kill many hares with their arrows. ‘This exer- 
cife was very feafonable, as we had been confined to 
{ledges for more than three months, during our jour- 
ney from cazan to this place. 

On the 18th of March, we arrived at the town of 


iRKUTSKY, fo called from the rivulet irKkuT, which 


falls into the ancarA near it. It ftands on the north 
bank of the ancara, in a large plain, to the north of 


which the grounds are very high, and covered with 


woods. On the fouth fide of the river, towards the 


BAYKALL lake, are high hills, rifing to the fouth, and 


covered with tall trees; among which are many larin- 


xes and srBERIAN cedars... ‘The larinx, called in russ. 


difvinitza, 1s a well known tree in thefe parts; near the 


yoot of it. grows a famous drug, called agarick, in 
form of a mufhroom. It fheds its leaf in autumn, 


and in fummer it looks like a pine; 1t grows very 


-ftraight and tall, and is reckoned good timber for 


fhip-building; ic bears a cone like the fir-tree, con- 


taining the feed, but not half fo large. 


What | 
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_- What is called the cedar is a large tall tree, which cuap.1v. 


never {hades the leaf; it is white and {mooth, but has 
not the leaft {mell of cedar. ‘They ufe it chiefly in 
building houfes; and it-makes the fineft white floors, 


and freeft from knots, of any wood I know. The: 


leaves are like thofe of a pine; but grow in taffels, 
very beautiful. “The cones are large; and, inftead: of 
feed like the fir, contain a fmall nut with a kernel; 
of which the people in this country are very fond, 
and eat it by way of a defert, in place of better fruit. 
Ic has a pleafant tafte, like that of raifins; and is e- 
_ {teemed good for the ftomach. 

The town of 1rkuTsky is fortified with a ditch, 
and ftrong palifades, ‘having towers at certain diftan- 
ces. The garrifon confifts of fome: regular troops, 
befides a number of coffacks, or the militia of the 


country. ‘The town contains about two thoufand: 


_houfes; and the inhabitants are’ plentifully fupplied 
with provifions of all kinds, from the neighbouring 
. villages. The adjacent woods abound with variety of 


game. ‘The river affords {turgeon, and many other . 


kinds of fifh, but no fterlet; becaufe, as I apprehend, 


they delight in muddy ftreams; and the water at this’ 


Pa tags place 
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cHaP. tv. place-is fo viii that, in two fathoms depth, one may 
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fee the pebbles at the bottom. 

At IRKUTSKY, is a good market for furs of all forts, 
and likewife for many kinds. of CHINESE goods. All 
merchandife muft be entered at the cuftom-houfe, in: 
this place, and pays a duty of ten per cent; which. 
produces a confiderable-revenue to his majefty. 

The 25th of March, our bageage arrived, after fur- 
mounting many difficulties on the road. They had 
been obliged to leave many of the fledges, after tak- 
ing the baggage off them, and. putting it on wheel~ 
carriages. a : 

Our defign was to have: crofiéd the payKar fie 
ypon the ice, and. then proceeded; by land, to the: 
town of sELINGINSKY¥; but we came too late for that: 
purpofe. The feafon. was fo far advanced, that, be- 
fore our carziages arrived, the river was-almoft. free of 
ice. We-were informed, indeed, that thé ice, upon: 
the lake, was fufiictently ftrong to bear horfes; but; 
upon. confidering the matter, ic was thought moft ads 
vifeable to remain here, till the-ice in the-fea was alfo- 
melted, that we might go by water to.sELINGINSKY3. 
and orders were immediately given that veffels. fhould; 
be prepared. for this purpofe.. 

Apul 
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April 1ft, we croffed the river, accompanied by Mr. cuap.1v. 


RAKITIN the commandant, in order to take a view of 172° 
LYN 


the country towards the fouth. We rode through 
fine woods, of ftately oaks and: other trees, formerly 
mentioned. We hunted all the way, and. found a- 
bundance of game. At laft, we came to a fmall rus- 
siAN village, in a fruitful valley, encompafled with hills 
covered with woods, where we lodged. Next day we 
went ten or a dozen miles farther, in fearch of wild 
beafts;. but, finding none, we returned to the fame vil- 
lage, and the day following to irKUTsKY.. 

The toth, we were entertained: with a famous Bu- 


RATSKY fhaman, who was alfo a lama, or prieft, and: 


was brought from a great diftance. As thefe fhamans: 


make a great noife in this part: of the world, and are 
believed, by the ignorant vulgar, to: be:infpired, I fhall 
give fome‘account of the behaviour of this one, im 
particular, by which it will appear that the whole is: 
an impofition. | 

He was introduced to the ambaffador by the com- 


mandant, accompanied by feveral chiefs of his own: 
tribe, who treat him. with great refpect. He-was a: 


man of about thirty years of age, of a grave afpect and: 


deportment, At his introduction. he had a cup of 
brandy: 


254 
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any more. | | 
- After fome converfation, he was defired to exhibic 


fome fpecimen of his art; but he replied, he could:do 


nothing i in a Russtan houfe; becaufe there were fome 
images of faints, which prevented his fuccefs. ‘The 
performance was therefore adjourned to a BURATSKY 
tent in the fuburbs. Accordingly, in the evening, we 
went to the place appointed, where we found the fha- 
man, with feveral of his companions, round a little _ 
fire, fmoking tobacco; but no women among them. 
We placed ourfelves on one fide of the tent, leaving 
the other for him and his countrymen. After fitting 
about half an hour, the fhaman placed himfelf crofs- 
legged upon the floor, clofe by a few burning coals - 
upon the hearth, with his face towards his compani- 
ons; then he took two fticks, about four feet long. 

each, one in each hand, and began to fing a difmal _ 
tune, beating time with the fticks; all his followers: 
joined in the chorus. During this part of the perfor- 
mance, he turned and diftorted his body into many 
different poftures, till, at laft, he wrought himfelf up to: 
fuch a degree of fury that he foamed at the mouth,’ 
and his eyes looked red and ftaring. He now ftarted 


; up 
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up on his legs, and fell a dancing, like one diftracted, crap. tv. 
‘till he trode out the fire with his bare feet. 'Thefe 172° 
unnatural motions were, by the vulgar, attributed iain: 
_ the operations of a,divinicy; and, in truth, one would 

almoft have imagined him poileffed by fome demon. 
After being quite fpent with dancing, he retired to 
the door of the tent, and gave three dreadful fhrieks, 
by which, his companions faid, he called the demon to 
-dire@ him in anfwering fuch queftions as fhould be 
-propofed. He then returned, and fat down in great 
compofure, telling he was ready to refolve any quefti- 
on that might be asked. Several of our people put 
queftions in abundance; all which he anfwered readily, 
but in fuch ambiguous terms that nothing could be 
made of them. He now performed feveral legerde- 
main tricks; fuch as {tabbing himfelf with a knife, and. 
bringing it up at his mouth, running himfelf through 
with a fword, and many others too trifling to men- 
tion. In fhort, nothing is more evident than that 
_.thefe fhamans are a parcel of jugglers, who impofe on 
_ the ignorant and credulous vulgar. 
The 6th of April, we went to a monaftery, about 
five miles to the weftward of this place, where we din- 
ed with the archbifhop of rosotsxy. ‘This prelate 


had . 
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cap. tv. had lately come hither to vifit fome monafteries; and, 


1720. 


in his way, had baptized a number of osrzaxs and 
other heathens. From this time till the 8th of May, 
little material happened. We waited patiently for 
the diffolving of the ice on the BayKatt lake, of which 
we expected to receive the moft certain knowledge by 
means of the floating-ice on the ancara; for, when — 


this happens, that river is filled with floating-cakes, 


which are driven along with great ae by the wind and 


current. 


The 11th, the river was now clear of ice. Our 
baggage was fhipped on board large flat-bottomed 
boats, and drawn up the ftream; the wind being fouth- 
erly made the progrefs of the boats very flow. ‘The 
ambaffador therefore refolved to remain at this place, 
till he heard they had nearly reached the lake, which 
is about forty verft from IRKUTSKY. | 

Before we left this place, Mr. kREMENsKY, our in- 
terpreter-for the LaTIN tongue, died of a hectick dif- - 
order. He was a POLISH gentleman, and had labour- 
ed under this diftemper for fome years. 
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CHAPTER V. 


from IRKUTSKY, crofs the lake BAYKALL, to SELINGINSKY; 


Jjome account of the KUTUCHTU, ere. 


"TY ‘HE 15th of May, the weather being very hot, we 

did not fet out till after dinner, when we left 
IRKUTSKY, accompanied by the commandant and fome 
other officers of the place. We rode along the north bank 
of the river, through pleafant woods, and fome open 
fields, ull we came, about midnight, to a few fifher- 
men's huts, where we halted for a few hours, and re- 
peated our journey early next morning. 

At noon, we arrived at a {mall chapel, dedicated to 
sT. NICOLAS, where travellers ufually pay their devoti- 
ons, and pray for a profperous paflage over the lake. 
About this ‘religious houfe there are a few fifhermen’s 
huts. [wo monks conftantly attend, to put people 
in mind of their duty, and receive a {mall gratuity from 
the paffengers. | 

Here we found our boats, waiting for us, below the 
falls of the ancara. From hence you can fee the lake, 
burfting out betwixt two high rocks, and tumbling 
- down over huge ftones, that ly quite crofs the river, 
ah Key dalleg Kk which 
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cHap.y, Which I reckon to be about an ENGLIsH mile broad. 


pli The whole channel of the river is covered with thefe- 


rocks, from the mouth of the lake down to the chapel. 


- of st. NICOLAS; about the diftance of an ENGLISH 


mile. There is no paffage for the {malleft boats, ex- 
cept along the eaft fhore, through a, narrow. {traic, ‘be= 
tween the.rocks and the land.. In. the moft fhallow 


places. there.is:about five or fix feet.wacer, and breadth,, 


all the way, fufhcient for any fingle veffel, But.if, by; 
{tvefs of weather, or-any other.accident, a boat fhould: 
have the: misfortune to mifs, this opening, and: be: 
thrown upon the rocks, fhe muft immediately be dath-. 
ed to pieces, and the whole crew. inevitably, perifh., 
The-waters, dafhing, upon: the ftones, make a noife like: 
the roaring: of the fea; fo that people: near them can. 
fcarce hear. ene another {peak. I. cannot exprefs the 
awfulnefs with which one‘is ftruck, at the fight of fuch ; 


aftonifhing fcenes of nature as appear round this place}. 


and. which, I ‘believe, are not to, be equalled, in the- 


known world. ‘The pilots and failors, who navigate 


the lake, ‘fpeak of. it with much. reverence; calling it 


the Holy Sea, and the mountains. about it, the Holy 
Mountains; and are highly difpleafed with any. perfon). 
who {peaks of ir with, difrefpect,.or calls.it.a lake, ‘They: 
Aa | tell 


TO PEKIN. 


tell a tory of a certain pilot, who always gave it that cap. v. 


appellation, but was feverely punifhed for his con- 172°: 
IWNS 


tempt. Being on a ‘voyage in autumn, he and his 


‘crew were toffed from fide to fide of the lake, till they 


were half-ftarved, ‘and in great danger of ‘perifhing. 
‘Neceflity, at laff, forced this hardy mariner to comply 
with the prevailing cuftom, ‘and pray to the Holy Sea 
and Mountains to have compaflion on -him ‘in fuch di- 
ftrefs. His prayers were effectual, iand he arrived fafe 
to lands: but was obferved, ‘ever after, to {peak of: che 
fea with the greateft refped. | 
The‘afternoon was {pent in adjufting the tackle, and 
preparing the barques for being drawn. ae the one 


narrow current. 43 


“The 17th, the wind being contrary, and blowing | 


) pretty frefh, the pilots would not venture out. © I,-and 


three more of our ‘company, took this opportunity of 


walking up to the top of the mountains, where we had 
‘a full view of the fea, and the land to the fouth, on 
the other fide ‘of it, sand alfo to the weft-as far as it 
extends. The land on the fouth fide of the lake rifes 
gradually, till it terminates in hills moftly-covered with 
“wood; but, on the weftern fhore, there are very high 
“mountains, feveral whereof are overfpread- with deep 
Kk 2 {now, 
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cyap.v. fnow, which we could eafily difcern, though at a great: 
1720 diftance. | 
VND 


The BayKaLt fea, oppofite to. the-mouth of the sE- 
LINGA, is reckoned about fifty ENGLisH miles broad, 
though it is much broader in fome other places; and. 


about three hundred miles in length. It is wholly 


frefh water, and is.fupplied by the seninca and ma- 
ny other rivers, from the-fouth, and. by the higher an- 
cara from the eaft. The courfe of the fea is:from fouth- 
weft to north-eaft, and has very few fhelves or rocks. 
There is only one large ifland, near the middle of it, 
called o.cHon. It is. bounded on the north by a ridge- 


of high rocks, which run from one end of it to the o+ 


ther. The only opening, by which it difcharges icfelf, 


is that: into: the ancara; which, though it is.a natural: 
paflage, appears as if cut through the rocks by art. In. 
my, opinion, one cannot imagine a more beautiful pro- 

fpect of nature, than is feen from the top of thefe- 
mountains;. which may eafily be perceived: from: the 

fhort and imperfeé sketch I have drawn of it. The: 
woods, on the fiummit of the rocks, are fhort, and* 
thinly fcatcered; but, on their declivity towards the- 
north, and in the valleys, the trees become gradually 
both taller and larger. ‘There is abundance of game- 


and: 
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and wild beafts in thefe woods, particularly the wild cyap.v. 
boar, which was the firft of that fpecies we found in 177° 
| Craw) 


this country; a certain fign of a temperate climate ; 
for thefe animals cannot endure the exceflive cold in 
more northerly parts. ‘The hunting of thefe animals 
being a dangerous kind of fport, we carefully avoided 
their haunts. In the evening we returned to our 
barques.at the chapel of st. nicoLas.. | 

The paykaut is abundantly furnifhed with vari- 
ous kinds of excellent fith ; particularly fturgeon, and 
a fifh called omully, in fhape and tafte refembling 
a herring, but broader and larger. ‘The fea produ- 
ces alfo:great numbers of feals, whofe skins are prefer- 
ed, in quality, to thofe of feals caught in falc-water. 
Eam of opinion, that both the feals and fith in the: 
BAYKALL. came originally from the NoRTHERN ocean, 
as the communication between. them is open, though 
the diftance be very great.. 


The feals are generally caught in winter, by {trong 


nets hung under the ice. ‘The method they ufe, is, to: 
eut many holes in: the ice; at certain diftances from: 
one another, fo that the filhermen:can, with lone poles,. 
ftretch their nets from one hole to another, and’ thus: 


continue them to any diftance. ‘The feals, not being: 
able: 
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able to bear ‘long confinement under the ice for want 
of air, feek thefe holes for relief; and thus entangle 


themfelves in the nets. | Thefe creatures indeed. com- 
monly make many holes for themfelves, at the fetting in 


of the froft. In this manner they.catchinot only a 
but fith.of all kinds, inwinter. 
The 18th, the -wind being Gis bble we put off: 


from sT. NicoLas’s. ‘As we ‘had workmen enough, we: 


left part of them on board to aflift. the pilot, by fetting 
poles; while the reft-were employed on fhore, in tow= 
ing the barques againft'a ftrong current. In about the 
{pace of three hours we ‘got clear of tthe current, and: 
all hands came on board. We ‘were now quite be+ 
calmed, and obliged to také to our oars... We rowed. 
along fhore to the eaftward, till about noon; when we 


had an eafy breeze, which foon carned. us two-thirds 


‘over the fea, under our main-fail. The wind now 
chopped about to the eaft, and blew fo frefh, that we 
‘could not make the river sEL1NcA; which ‘was the port 
where we intended toland. As thefe barques cannot 


turn to windward, we were drove about ten miles to 
the weftward of the PossoLLsky monatftery; which 
{tands about fix miles to the weftward of the sELINGA, 


in a pleafant and fruitful plain, furnifhing an extenfive 


view 
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view in all directions; where, endeavouring to. get:to cyap. v- 


land at any rate, we fteered into a bay, in which, we 177° 


fancied, we faw thefhore covered with cockle-fhells or 


white fand... On a nearer approach our miftake aps. 
peared, . For what feemed fhells or fand, at a diftance; 
was only great and {mall cakes of ice, beating with the 


waves againft the main body of the ice; which lay 


firm, and edvexeth the whole bay... Our people, on: di- 


ftinguifhing the ice, immediately {truck fail, and were 


in-no {mall confufion. But Mr. 1smaruorr ordered 
the fail to be again fet, and. to fteer directly for the 
ice. In the mean. time, all hands. were employed: in 


: hanging boards about: the bow of the. veflel, to pre- 


vent the cutting of the planks; and i in. fetting poles to: 
puth off the large cakes. At laft we came among the 


ice, which made a.terrible rattling at firft;, but the far- 


ther we advanced, the eafier our barque lay; till we: 
eame to: the main body, of the ice, where fhe remained 
as unmoved, as if fhe hadbeenin a mill- pond, though. 
it ftill: continued to blowhard. We now guitted the. | 
fhip, and walked about upon the ice, which was. yet: 
flrong enough to carry horfes. By this time the fun: 
was fet, which prevented our, defign.of going afhore;: 
for the diftance was, at leaft, five eNGLIsH miles; and 


‘ 
tnere 
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cuap.v. there was a great gap in the ice near the place where 


1720} 


we lay. , 
About midnight the wind turned ate ; and at 
break of day we left our ftation, and failed to the eaft- 
ward; and, about noon, entered the river sELINGA; 
where we found our other three barques. They, hav- 
ing been two or three miles before us the preceeding 
night, had time enough to reach anchoring-ground ; 
and, by this means, efcaped the ice, fo little expected 
at this feafon of the year. We ourfelves, before en- 
tering the bay, had founded, in order to difcover whe- 
ther we could come to an anchor; but no bottom 
could be found, though we joined feveral lead-lines to- 
gether, amounting to above one hundred and fifty 
fathoms. 

The mouth of the sexinca is furrounded with tall 
reeds, and contains feveral iflands. The entry into — 


it is very difficult, except the wind be fair, becaufe of 


many flats and fand-banks, thrown up by the current 
of the river. Here we found great flocks of all kinds 


of water-fowl, particularly {nipes. 


The wind continuing fair, we failed up the river to 
a {mall oratory, dedicated alfo to sr. NIGOLAs, where © 


- all hands went afhore to return thanks for their fafe 


paflage. 
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paffage. The prior of the possonsxy monaftery came cuap.v. 
to this place to falute the ambaflador; and brought a 177° . 
_ prefent of fifh, and fuch other provifions as thefe re- 
ligious houfes afford. 

In the evening we proceeded up the river, till night 
overtook us, when we hauled our boats clofe to the 
bank, and lay till next morning, which was the 2oth 
of May. This day being calm, the barques were tow- 
ed up the river; and we walked along the banks, hunt- . 
ing all the way in a very pleafant country. At night 
we lay by, as formerly. 
_- The a1ft, the weather was very hot. Wecontinu- 
ed our voyage in the fame manner as before. 

The 22d, the wind being fair, we hoifted fails, and, 
in the evening, arrived at a large village, well built and 
: peopled, called KaBBaNsky osTRocuE. ‘This place is 
pleafantly ficuated, on a rifing ground upon the weft 
bank of the river, furrounded with many corn-fields 
and much pafturage. Here we took new hands on 
board our barques, and difmiffed the former to re- 
turn in open boats to IRKUTSKY. | 

The 25th, we reached another large village, called 
BOLSHOY ZAIMKA, fituated in a fertile country. In the 
neighbourhood is a {mall monaftery, and many leffer 

ee ee Ll villa- 
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villages. Many of the suraty were encamped, with 
their flocks and herds, on both (ides of the river, << 

The climate on this fide of the BayKatu lake is. 
much more temperate than on the north fide. The 
land produces rich crops. of wheat, rye, barley, oats, 


buck-wheat, and peafe; befides kitchen roots, and o- 


ther garden ftuf, The inhabitants have not yet be- 
gun to plant any kind of fruit-trees; which, I am per- 
fuaded, would thrive exceedingly; as the winters are 
fhort, and the fnow does not-ly above fix weeks or 
two months. ‘The banks of the river appeared very 
pleafant; being finely varied with plains and woods. 


The 26th, we came to-a large town, called upin- 


‘sky, from the rivulet upa, which runs into. the sELIN- 


ea, on the eaft bank. ‘This place-alfo ftands in a fer= 
tile plain, having high hills covered with woods to- - 
wards the eaft. — 
In thefe hills are found feveral rich ores, particu- 
larly of lead; in digging which many hands are now: 
employed. ‘The miners fay it is of too hard a quality;. 
however, they have extracted confiderable quantities. 
of filver from it; and I have been informed that they 
alfo found fome veins of filver ore. As thefe works 
ace but lately begun, it is not doubted that they are 
| eapable 
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the metal lies fo near the furface. Samples of thefe 
ores have been fent to sT. PETERSBURG; and, I am in- 
formed, his majefty has engaged fome GERMAN miners 
to make éxperitnents upon them. 

Both here and on the ancaRaA, iron is to be found, 
in great abundance, at the very furface. But, as the 
diftance is too great for exportation, it is not worth 
the labour. . To-fupply the common confumption of 
the country, the fmith takes his bellows, goes to the 
mine; and {melts-and works as much iron as he needs. 
I have feen fome of this iron of an excellent, foft, and, 
pliable quality. 

‘Befides the above mentioned, there are at this place 
very rich mines of copper. I have feen fome of the 
ore with large veins of pure copper running through 
it. I make no doubt.but time and future difcoveries 
will bring thefe mines to perfection, to the great emo- 
lument of the RussIAN empire. 

All this country 1s under the jute oe the 
commandant of 1rkuTsky, who fends deputies to all 
the towns of this extenfive province, to adminifter juf- 
tice, and take care of his majeftys revenues. ‘The 
power of nominating fub-governors and commandants, 

be [2 As 
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cHaP.v. is vefted, by his majefty, in the governor of siBERra;: 
1720, 


re da gives him an authority ve to a fovereign 


prince. 
The sont el sass the progrefs. of the boats, 
again{t the ftream, very flow and tedious; being be- 
fides much peftered with gnats and muskitoes; refolv- 
ed to-go by land, the reft of the way, to sELINGINSKY.. 
For which purpofe, the fuperintendant. of this place 
ordered horfes, and.a proper efcort, to. be got ready, 
againft next morning, on the other fide of the river; — 
the road on this fide being interrupted. by thick. woods; 
and deep rivers. | 
The 27th, having fent off our barques, we crofféd. 
che river; and, having no. baggage; we foon mounted. 
The road lay through-a fine. plain, covered with excel~ 
lent grafs, In: the evening we came to a. fountain of 
pure water, where we lodged in. the. tents. of ne Bie 
rary, and flept on bull-hides. 
The. 28th, early, we proceeded, travelling over fome | 
pretty high hills overgrown wath wood. About.noon. 
we came to. a river called oroncoy, which we crofled, 
on a tall camel; it being too deep for horfes. At this 
place we found a. number of the BuraTy encamped; 
with their. flocks grazing in the neighbourhood, 

Our 
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Our horfes having {wom the river, we went into cuap.y. 


one of the suraTsky tents, till they were dried. The '77°? 
YVY 


hofpitable landlady immediately fet her kettle on the 
fire, to make us fome tea; the extraordinary cookery 
of which I cannot omit defcribing. After placing a 
large iron-kettle over the fire, {he took care to wipe it 
very clean with a horfe's tail, that hung in a corner 
of the tent for that purpofe; then the water was put 


into it, and, foon after, fome coarfe bohea tea, which: 


is got from cuinA, and a little falt. When near boil- 
ing, fhe took a large brafs-ladle and: toffed the tea, 


till the iquor turned very brown. It was now taken 
off the fire, and, after fubfiding a little, was poured: 


clear into another veffel. The kettle being wiped 
— elean. with the horfe's tail, as before, was again fet 
upon the fire. ‘Fhe miftrefs now prepared a pafte, of 
meal and frefh butter, that hung in a skin near the 
horfe’s tail, which was put into the tea-kettle and fried. 
Upon this pafte the tea was again poured; to which: 
was added: fome good thick cream, taken.out of a 
clean fheep’s skin, which hung upon a peg among the 
ether things. The ladle was again employed, for: 


the fpace of fix minutes, when the tea, being remov- 


ed. from. the fire, was allowed to ftand a. while in or- 


dex: 


270 


A JOURNEY 


cHap.v. der to cool. ‘The landlady now took fome ‘wooden 
1720. 


cups, which held about half a pint each, and ferved 
her tea to all the company. The principal advantage 
of this tea is, that it both fatisfies hunger and quench-: 
es thirft. I thought it not difagreeable; but fhould. 
have liked ic much better had ic been prepared in a. 
manner a little more cleanly. Our bountiful hoftefs, 
however, gave us a hearty welcome; and, as thefe-peo- 
ple know not the ufe of money, there was nothing to. 
pay for our entertainment. We only made her a pre-: 
fent of a little tobacco to fmoke, of which thefe peo- 
ple are very fond. I have given this receipt with a 
view that fome EUROPEAN ladies may improve upon it. : 
- After this fhort repaft, we mounted again; and, in 
the evening, came to a neat ‘RussIAN village, on the 
front of a pleafant hill covered with wood. ‘This place: 
is f{urrounded with extenfive valleys, and fine pafturage; 
and our accommodation was better than the preceed-- 
ing night. Here we met Mr. Firsorr, colonel of the: 
coffacks, or militia of sELINGINSKy, with a fquadron’ 
of horfe, armed with bows and arrows, and fome fire- 
locks, who came to efcort the ambaflador to that: 
place. | 
The 29th of May, we mounted early, and, by means’ 
of 
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of our coflacks, hunted-and ranged the woods, as we cua. v. 


went along, in the manner of this country, called ob- 
lave in the russtaNn language. Their method ‘is to 
form a femicircle of horfemen, armed with bows and 
arrows, in order to inclofe the game. © Within ‘the fe- 


-micircle a few young men are placed, who give notice 


when the game is fprung; thefe only are permitted to. 
purfue, the others being confined to keep their ranks. 
Our coffacks, with their arrows, killed three deer, and 
feveral hares. And, if killing harmlefs animals can be 
called diverfion, this may properly be reckoned one of 
the fineft.. After this fafhion i hunt: bears, vg ia 
foxes, and wild boars. ‘ 

About noon we came to a village on the sELinca, 
where we halted a: few hours, and then croffed the ri- 
ver in boats; which was neara mile-broad at this place. 
Our coffacks, however, fought no boats, except one 
to tranfporc their arms, cloaths, and faddles; which 
being done, all of them mounted their horfes, and: 


plunged into the river without the leaft concern. -As. 


foon as the horfes were fet a fwimming, for eafe to. 
them the men difmounted, and, laying hold. of the: 
mane with one hand, guided them gently by the bridle: 


with the other. ‘This is the common method in this 
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cuaP.v, country of tranfporting men and horfes; which I look 


1720. 
WYN 


upon to be both fafe and eafy, provided the horfe is 
managed with a gentle hand, without checking him 
with fudden jerks of the bridle. 

We halted a little, after crofling the river, till the 
horfes were dried; after which we mounted, and, in the 
evening, arrived at the town of sELINGINSsKY; where 
we intended. to wait for our barques, and the reft oF 
our people. 

SeLINGINsKY is fituated on the eaft bank of the noble 
river SELINGA, in a deep, barren, fandy foil, that produ- 
ces almoft nothing. ‘The choice of this fituation was 
extremely injudicious; for, had the founders gone but 
‘half a mile further down, to the place where now the 
inhabitants have their gardens, they would have had a 
ficuation, in every ref{pect, preferable to the prefent. | 

This place confifts of about two hundred houfes, 
and swo churches, which are all of them built with 
wood. It is defended by a fortification of {trong pa 
lifades, on which are mounted forhe cannon. 

About a mile eaftward of the town is a ridge of — 
high hills, quite covered with wood. On the other 
fide of the river, the country is open, dry, and fome- 
what barren; but affords excellent pafture, particularly 


for 
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fer fheep, whereof the suraty, the inhabitants, have cnap.v. 
large flocks. "They are of that kind which hath broad 172° 


tails, and their mutton is very good. ‘Thefe people 
have, befides, a large fort of horned cattle, and abun- 
dance of horfes and camels, wherein all their riches 
confift. Here ends the tribe of the suraty, and the 
nation of the MoNGALLS begins. | 


The MoNGALLS are anumerous people, and occupy 


a large extent of country, from this place to the KALL- 


GAN, which fignifies the Everlafting Wall, or the great 
wall of cHina. From this wall they ftretch them- 
felves northward as far as the river amMoor; and from 
the amoor, weftward, to the BAYKALL fea; where they 
border with the territories of the Kontayfha, or prince 
of the BLack KALMucKs. On the fouth, they are 
bounded by a nation called roncuts, among whom the 
Delay-Lama has his refidence. One may cafily ima- 
gine, from the vaft track of land which the MonGALLS 
occupy, that they muft be very numerous; efpecially, 
-when it is confidered, that they live in a healthy cli- 
mate, and have been engaged in no wars, fince they 
were conquered, partly by the Russ1aws on the welt, 
and partly by the cHiNEsE on the eaft; to whom all 
thefe people are now tributaries. In former times the 
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1720 wes, againft whofe incurfions the great wall was. 


built. f 

Kamut, the prefent Emperor of cuina, was the firft. 
who fubdued thefe hardy TARTARS} which he effected’ 
more by kind ufage and humanity than by his {word ;: 
for thefe people are great lovers of liberty. ‘The fame — 
gentle treatment hath been obferved by the russians, 
towards thofe of them who are their fubjects. And they’ 
themfelves confefs, that, under the protection of thefe: 
two mighty Emperors, they enjoy more liberty, and 
live more at eafe, than they formerly did under their © 
own princes. en 
_ Fhe prefent Prince of Moncarra is. called Tuth-: 
du-Chan, and refides about fix days journey, to the 
fouth-eaft, from sELincinsKy. The place is called 
urGA, and is near to where the Kutuchtu, or high 
prieft, inhabits. When the moncaxxs fabmitted 
themfelves. to the Emperor of cia, it was agreed, 
shat the Tufh-du-Chan fhould ftill maintain the name 
and authority of a prince over his people; but under- 
take no war, nor expedition, without confent of the 
Emperor; which has ftnétly been obferved ever fince: © 

Ic is very remarkable, thae, in all the waft dominions: 


of 
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of MONGALIA, there is not fo much as a fingle houfe cuap.v. 


to be feen. All the people, even the prince and high 
prieft, live conftantly in tents; and remove, with their 
cattle, from place to place, as conveniency requires. 

Thefe people do not trouble themfelves with plough- 
_ ing, or digging the ground in any fafhion; but are 
content: with the produce of their flocks. Satisfied 
with neceffaries, without aiming at fuperfluities, they 
purfue the moft ancient and fimple manner of life; 
which, I muft confefs, I think very pleafant ; in fuch a 
mild and dry climate. : 

_ From the river voica, to the wall of cuina, there 
are three great TARTAR princes; the Ayuka-Chan, the 
Kontayfha, and the TTufh-du-Chan. Thefe three 
mighty nations have almoft the fame features, religion, 
and language; and live in the fame manner. It will 
eafily be perceived, by catting an eye on the map, what 
an extent of territory thefe princes poflefs, whofe fub- 
jects go by the general name of KaLmuxs. Few lan- 
guages can carry a traveller over a greater extent of 
country than that of the kat muxs. . With the arasic, 
indeed, a perfon may travel, through many places of 
the eaft, from EcyPr to the court of the Great Mogul; 
but, with the 11 LYRIC, he can travel much further 
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than with either of the former; viz. from the cuurF of 
VENICE to the outmoft boundaries of KAMTZATSKY. 
for the russiAN is a dialect of the ILLYRIc. 

‘The greateft part of MONGALIA is one continued 
wafte; except the places along the Amoor, and towards 
the Russ1An borders on the weft. The foil alfo, to 
the fouth, from sELINGINSKY, is exceedingly fine; and 
capable, by proper culture, of producing grain of fe 
veral forts. 

Since I have mentioned the amoor, I prefume this 
will be no improper place to give fome account of 
that river. It 1s called by the TarTars sHaGGALYN- 
OULLA, or the BLAcK DRAGON, I fuppofe from the co- 
lour of its waters, and the windings of its courfe. It is. 
formed of two large rivers, whofe fources are in the de- 
fert, far to the eaftward: of this place. One is called 
“an GUN, which iffues from a lake named DEL ay; the 
other is 1NGODA, on the north bank of which ftands 
the famous RUSSIAN tOWN NERTZINSKY. "The conflux 
of thefe rivers produces the amoor, which runs towards 
the eaft, augmenting daily by means of the many great 
and fmall ftreams it receives, till it becomes one of 
the largeft rivers in this part of the word; and, after a 
tong courfe, difcharges itfelf into the EASTERN or CHI- 
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NESE ocean. It is remarkable, that, from cAZAN to cHap.v. 


thefe parts, the amoor is the only river that runs eaft- 177°- 
Wyn 


ward. Moft, if not all, of the great rivers in SIBERIA 
have their courfes to the north, and north-weft. 

Our barques arrived at sELINGINSsKy on the 4th of 
June. After we had taken out of them what necefla- 
ries we wanted, they were difpatched with the reft of 
the baggage, for the greater fecurity, to his Majefty’s 
ftore-houfes at sTREALKA, about four miles up the ri- 
ver, where the caravan for caina then lay. 

In the mean time, the ambaffador writ a letter to. 
the Allegada, or prime minifter, at the imperial court 
of PEKIN, to notify his arrival; and defire his excellen- 


cy would give orders for his reception on the borders. 


This letter was fent to the prince of MoncaALIA, to be: 


by him forwarded to court; for no {trangers are al- 
lowed to travel through his territories. to cHina, with- 
out his permiffion. The officer, who carried the let- 
ter to the prince, was treated with ereat civility; and 
his letter immediately. fent. to court by an exprefs. A 


few days after, the prince fent two gentlemen, one of 


whom wasalama, to congratulate the ambaffador on 


his arrival in thefe parts. ‘hey were invited to dine: 


with the ambaflador, and behaved very decently. 
‘Lhe 
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The fame officer, who carried the ambaflador’s let- 


ter to the prince of MONGALIA at URGA, was ordered 


to prefent his compliments to the Kutuchtu, or high 
prieft, who is a near relation of the prince. He re- 


ceived the officer in a very friendly manner, defired. 
him to fic down in his prefence; an honour granted to 
very few, except ambafladors, and pilgrims from re- 
mote countries; and, at his departure, gave him a pre- 
fent of fome inconfiderable things ; a pa a few. 
pieces of cutese filks. 

I cannot leave this venerable perfonage, without 
taking fome notice of him. I fhall therefore relate a 
few things concerning him, among thoufands more ri- 
diculous, which the people in this country tell and ii: 
lieve. | | } 

This extraordinary man affumes to himfelf the cha- 
racter of omnifcience, which is the interpretation of 
the word Kutuchtu; and the people are taught to be-- 
lieve that he really knows all things, paft, prefent, and 
future. As his intelligence, by means of his lamas, is 
very extenfive, he is eafily able to impofe on the vul-. 
gar in this particular. ‘They alfo believe that he 1s.1m- 
mortal; not that his body lives always; but that his foul, . 


upon the decay of an old one,immediately tran{migrates. 


into 
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into fome young human body; which, by certain marks, cap. v. 


the lamas difcover to be animated by the foul of the oe beat 


Kutuchtu, and he is accordingly treated as high prieft. 
When the fpirit of the Kutuchtu has taken poffef- 


fion of a new body, that is, in plain ENGLIsH, when he 
is dead, the lamas are immediately employed to difco- 
ver in what part of the world this wonderful perfon is 
regenerated, or born again, as they exprefs it. They. 


need, however, go to no great diftance to find him; 


for, the affair being previoufly concerted among the 


chief lamas, they foon determine the choice of a fuc- 


ceflor; who generally happens to be a young boy, that 


has been well inftruéted how to behave on that oc- 


cafion. When a fucceflor is pretended to be found, 


ae company of lamas are fent to examine the matter, 
who carry along with them many toys, fuch as {mall 
filver bells, and things of that nature, which belonged 


to the former Kutuchtu, intermixed with others that 


did not. All thefe are laid before the child, who picks: 
out Gia things as belonged to his predeceffor, and dif- 


covers the greateft fondnefs for them; but rejects, 


with difeuft, whatever is not genuine. Befides this 


trial, fome queftions are put to him, relative-to wars; 
or remarkable events, in his former ftate;.all which are 


anfwered 
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anfwered to the fatisfaction of the conclave. _Where- 
upon he-is unanimoutly declared to be the felf-fame 
Kutuchtu, is conducted with great. pomp and cere- 
mony to urGA, and lodged in the tent of the nigh 
prieft. 

Till the new Kutuchtu arrives at a certain age, he 
is entirely under the government of the lamas; and 
few are permitted to fee him, except at a great di- 
ftance, and even then it is not eafy to get accefs to 
him. It may feem furprifing, that, in fo numerous an 
affembly of lamas, no intrigues fhould be carried on, 
nor difputes arife, among the electors. All is con- 


‘ducted without noife or contention. It is however 


imagined, that the authority of the prince Bae con- 
tributes to their unanimity. 


The moncatts relate, that their Kutuchtu has 


now lived fourteen generations, and renews his age e- 


very moon; for, at the new moon, he appears like a 
youth; when fhe is full, like a full-grown man; but, 
when near the change, heis an old man with grey hairs. 

What they call the urea is the court, or the place 
where the prince and high prieft refide; who are al- 
ways encamped at no great diftance from one another. 


-They have feveral thoufand tents about them, which 


are 
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‘ure removed from time to time. ‘The urGA is much cHApP.V. 


frequented by merchants, from cH1N4A, and russia, and 
other places; where all trade is carried on by barter, 
_ without money of any kind. The cunese bring hi- 
ther ingots of gold, damasks, and other filk and cot- 
ton ftuffs, tea, and fome porcelain; which are generally 
‘of an inferior quality, and proper for fuch a market, 
The russian commodities are chiefly furs of all forts. 
Rhubarb is the principal article which is exchanged 
for thefe goods, great quantities whereof are produ- 
ced in this country, without any culture. The mon- 
GALLS gather and dry it in aucumn; and bring it to 
this market, where it 1s bought up, at an eafy rate, both 
by the russian and cHINEsE merchants. 

The Kutuchtu and his lamas are all clothed in yel- 
‘low, and no layman is allowed to wear this colour, ex- 
‘cept the Prince. This mark of diftinction makes them 
known and refpected every where. ‘They alfo wear 
about their necks a ftring of beads, which are ufed in 


faying their prayers. ‘The moncatts believe in, and. 


worfhip, one Almighty Creator of all things. ‘They 
hold that the Kutuchtu is con’s vicegerent on earth; 
and that there will be a ftate of future rewards and 
punifhments, 
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The following relation, which I had from a RUSSIAN 
merchant, to whom the thing happened, will thow the 
methods taken by thefe lamas, to maintain the dignity 
and character of their mighty high-prieft. This mer- 
chant had gone to the urea, with an intention to trade” 
with the cuinese.. While he was at this place, fome 
pieces of damask were ftollen out of his tent. He 
made a complaint to fome of the lamas, with whony 
he was acquainted; and the matter was foon brought 
before the Kutuchtu, who immediately ordered proper 
fteps to be taken with a view to find out. the thief. 
"Fhe affair was conducted: in this uncommon manner;, 
one of the lamas took a bench with four feet, which 
feems to have been of the conjuring kind; after turn- 
mg it, feveral times, in different directions, at laft ic 
pointed direétly to the tent where the ftollen goods lay 
concealed. The lama now mounted aftride on the 
bench, and foon carried it, or, as was commonly be- 
lieved, it carried him to the very tent;. where he order- 
ed the damask to be produced. ‘The demand was: 
directly complied with; for it is in vain, in fuch cafes,. 
to offer any excufe. 
I thall now fubjoin a few obfervations on the Delay- 
Lama, or prieft of the defert,. who is reckoned full 
' fupe- 
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fuperior to the Kutuchtu. He lives about a month’s cuap. v. 


journey to the fouth-eaft of this place, among a peo- 
ple called the roncurs, who ufe a different language 
from the kaLmucks. I ath informed that the reli- 
gion of the roneurTs is the fame with that of the 
MONGALLS: that they hold the fame opinions with 
re{pect to the tran{migration of the Delay-Lama, as 
the Moncatts do about the Kutuchtu, and that he 
is elected in the fame manner. What appears moft 
furprifing is, that thefe two mighty Lamas keep a good 
correfpondence, and never encroach on one another’s 
priviledges. The word delay fignifies either the fea, 
or a great plain, fuch as this prieft inhabits. 
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Occurrences. at $ ELINGINSKY ; Several partis of hunting ; and 
gourney came to SARATZYN, the boundary between the 


RUSSIAN and CHINESE ferritories. 


HE ToNncurs are a feparate people, governed by 

a Prince whom they call Lazin-Chan. One of 

their princes was lately killed, in an engagement with 
the Kontayfha, king of the Lack KaLMucKs. The 
sag -Lama himfelf narrowly efcaped being taken pri- 
Nn 2 foner 
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cap. vi. foner, notwithftanding all his forefight. ‘The Lama. 


17.20; 


threatened the Kontayfha with many difafters, as the 
-confequences of fuch proceedings. The Kontayfha, | 
however, regarded them very little, till he had attain- 
ed his ends; after which, he generoufly reinftated both. 
the Prince and the Delay-Lama in their former dig- 
nity. The Kontayfha is of the fame profeflion with 
the Delay-Lama, and acknowledges his anchoneyil in. 
menus matters. 

lam intcatedi heated is. a third: Lama, called Bipeila 
Pines of ftill greater authority than either of the 
former. But, as he lives ata great diftance, near the — 
frontiers of the Great Mogul, he is little known. ins 
thefe parts. ‘Though I am unwilling to throw the 
leaft reflection on any fociety of men. inflituted for the~ 
promotion of religion and virtue, from all I can col: 
lect concerning thefe Lamas, they are little better: 
than fhamans of fuperior dignity. 

The anfwer to the-letter, which the ambaflador had’ 
written to. PEKIN, was not yet.arrived.. In the meam 
time we were obliged to. remain at SELINGINSKY,. | 
where we entertained ourfelves in the beft manner we 
could. | 
June the 12th, walking along the bank of the river; 


I was. 
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E was a little furprifed at the figure and drefs of a man cuap. v1. 
ftanding among a number of boys who were angling for 172° 
{mall fifhes. The perfon bought all the fifhes Mie 
and immediately lec them go again into the river, 
_ which he did very gently one by one. ‘The boys were 
very civil to him, though they looked upon him as di- 
{tracted on account of his behaviour. During this cee 
remony he took little notice of me, though I fpoke to 
him feveral times. I foon perceived, by his drefs, and 
the ftreak of faffron on his: fore-head, that he was one 
of the Brachmans from INDIA. 
After fetting all the fifh a-fwimming, he feemed. 
much pleafed; and, having learned a little of the rus- 
SIAN language, and a fmattering of the poRTUGUESE,, 
began. to converfe with,me. I carried him. to my lodg- 
‘ings, and offered to entertain him with a dram; but. 
he would tafte nothing; for he faid, it was againft the 
rules of his religion to eat or drink with ftrangers. 
Lasked him the reafon why he bought the fith to let. 
them go again. He told me, that, perhaps. the fouls. 
of fome of his deceafed friends, or relations, had taken, 
poffeffion of thefe fifhes; and, upon that fuppofition,. 
it was, his. duty to relieve them: that, according to: 
, | | thetr: 
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cuap. vi, their law, ‘no animal whatever ought to be killed or 


£720. 


eaten; and they always lived on vegetables. 

After this interview, we became fo familiar that he 
came every day to vifit me. He was a chearful man, 
about feventy years of age: He had a buth of hair 
growing on his fore-head, very much matted, and, at 
leaft, fix feet in length; when it hung loofe, it trailed 
upon the ground behind him; but he commonly wore 
it wrapped about his head, in form of a turban. The 
hair was not all his own; but collected as relicks of his 
friends, and others of his profeflion, reputed faints; all 
which he had intermixed, and. matted, with his natu- 
ral hair. Perfons of this charaéter are called Faquers, 
and efteemed facred every where. 

He told me he was a native of InposTan, and had 
often been at maprass, which he called cHInPATAN, 
and {aid it belonged to the ENGLIsH. This circum- 
f{tance, added to feveral others, made me believe he 
was no impoftor, but an innocent kind of creature, as 
are moft of that fect. He came to rhis country, in 
company with fome others of his countrymen, on a 
pilgrimage, in order to pay their devotions to the 
Kutuchtu and Delay- -Lama. They had been twelve 
months on their journey, and had travelled all the way 


on 
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on foot, over many high mountains and wafte deferts, crap. vr. 
where they were obliged to carry their provifions, and *7?° 
even water, on their backs. I fhowed him a map of 
asta, whereon he pointed out the courfe of his jour- 
ney; but found many errors in the geography; and no 
wonder; fince few EUROPEANS would have had the re- 
folution to undertake fuch a journey as this man had 
done. ; 

The rath, a chief seni Tayfha, of thofe mon- 
GaLLs who are fubjects of his majefty, came to pay 
his re{pects to the ambaflador, who gave him a friend- 
ly reception, and kept him to dinner. He was a merry 
old man, near fourfcore, but fo vigorous, that he could _ 
mount a horfe, with as. much agility as many young 
men. He was accompanied with five fons, and many 
attendants, who treated him -with equal refpect as a 
king; and even his fons would not fit down in his pre- 
fence, till he defired them. I confefs it gave me great 
pleafure to fee the decency with which they behaved. , 
One of our company, a pretty fat man, asked: the Tay- 
$ha what he fhould do in order to be as lean as he.was. 
‘The old man replied in thefe few words, ‘ Ear lefs, 
«and work more: a faying worthy of. HippOcRATES 
himélf. In his youth. he had been. engaged. in many 

battles 
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cuap. vi. battles with the cHinEsE, whom he held in great con- 


1720. 


tempt. As he was a keen fportfman, the ambaffador 


made an appointment with him for a grand hunting 
match. After which he and his retinue returned to 
their tents. 
~The 15th, we dined at srrEALKa with the commif- 
fary, Mr. sTepNikorr, of the caravan going to CHINA. 
STREALKA is fituated, as I formerly obferved, about 
three or four miles up the river from sELINGINSKY, 
in a fruitful plain of a triangular figure, formed by the 
conflux of two fine rivers; the sTREALKA running from 
the eaft, and the seLinca from the fouth. 'This would 
have been the ftrongeft and moft beautiful fituation, 
of any in this province, for the town of sELINGINSKY. 
Iam informed that the founders had a view to this 
delightful place; but the choice was determined a- 
gainft them by fuperftitious lots, to which it was re- 
ferred. This method of chufing fituations by lot, has 
hurt many noble cities, and rendered the work of i 
ineffectual to remedy the error. | 
The fame evening we-returned, by water, to sELIN- 
GINSKY; and, next day, went a hunting to the weft of 
the seELINGA. We had about two hundred coflacks 
along with us, who followed the common method of 
rang- 
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ranging the woods, mentioned above. We killed fix cuap. vt. 
roe-bucks, and many hares. In the evening, we pitch. '7*° 
ed our tents about a fountain, and feafted on venifon. 3 

The 16th, early, we left the woods to our. right, 
-and defcended into a barren plain, where we. found 
great flocks of antelopes. Our people killed about 
twenty of them. Thefe animals avoid the woods, and 
frequent the open plains and deferts. They are ex- 
ceedingly fwift and watchful. And fo far refemble 
fheep, that, if one breaks through the circle, the whole 
flock follows, though an hundred horfemen were in 
the way; which proves the deftruction of many of thefe 
creatures. The noife of the arrows, with which they 
are hunted, contributes much to-their confufion. ‘The 
heads of thefe arrows are broad, and fixed in a round 
 biteof bone, with two holes in it; which make them 
_whiftle as they fly through the air. 

At noon, we fet up our cents near a lake of brackith 
water, called sor onoy-osERA, or the falt lake. Round 
the edges lies a thick f{curf of falt, as white as fnow, 
which the inhabitants gather for ufe. Here we found 
great flocks of water-fowl; fuch as, fwans, geefe, ducks. 
The weather. being very hot, we remained ull: next 
. day. | y PA PO 
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cHap.vi. ‘The r7th, we hunted along the fame watfte plain: 


£720 dire@ing our courfe to. the fouch, towards the: river: 
LSVWYND 


sELINGA. ‘This day alfo we had very good fport. In. 
the afternoon, we pitched our tents near a {pring of 
frefh water, which is no finall rarity in thefe parched 
deferts; and is as much regarded here, as a. good inn 


would be in other parts of the world. I found, ac 


this place, a prickly fhrub, about three feet high, with 


a beautiful fmooth bark as yellow as gold. - 

The 18th, in the morning, we had terrible flafhes. 
of lightning, accompanied with thunder, and heavy 
fhowers of hail and rain; which determined us to 
leave the plains, and return, by the fhorteft road, to. 


SELINGINSKY. Befides the game already mentioned, 


we found many large buftards, which haunt the. open: 


country. As it 1s.a very large bird, and rifes flowly,. 
our light horfemen killed feveral of them wich their 
arrows. | 

The 24th, arrived an officer from the court of pE- 
KIN, fent on purpofe to.difcover the number and qua- 
lity of the embaily. This. gentleman, whofe name 
was TULISHIN, Was 2. MANTSHU TARTAR by birth, anda 
member of the tribunal for weftern affairs, with which: 


he was very well acquainted. . ‘Thefe officers are cal 


led: 


- 
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led Surgutsky by the Moneatts, and by the EvRoPE- cHap.v1. 
Ans Mandarin, a PorTUGUESE word derived from man- 172° 
do. He had formerly been in this country, and aie 
learned the RussiAN language. He pretended to have 
been employed on fome bufinefs with the Tuth-du- 

‘Chan at urea; and, hearing of the ambaffador’s arri- 
val, had come to pay his refpeéts to him. It was how- 
ever well known, that he was fent to enquire whether 
the ambafiador came on a friendly errand. He was 
xeceived very kindly; and, after he had ftayed three days, 
and made his obfervations, returned very well fatis- 
fied. At his departure, he told the ambaflador, that 
orders would foon be given for his reception on the 
frontiers; but thefe could not be iffued till his ar-— 
rival at court, becaufe on his report the whole affair 
depended. ‘This wife and cautious nation, jealous of 
all the world, fuffer none to enter their territories, but 
fuch as bring friendly meflages., By this circumftance 
we were confined fome time longer at sELINGINSKY. : 
_ I fhall now give a defcription of the courfe of the 
SELINGA, according to the beft information [could 
procure from thofe who had been at its fource. The 
SELINGA is formed of two other rivers, called the ipyr 
and the TZOLATO, coming from the mountains of 
Qo 2 KUN* 
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terwards joined by two inconfiderable rivers, the or- 
cHoN from the fouth-eaft, and the Tzipa from the 


fouth-weft; and, laftly, by the srreat xa fromthe eat, 


—a little above the town of sELINGINSKY. Att this place 


it is, at leaft, twice the breadch of the river THAMES*. 
and is navigable a great way above it. ‘The courfe 
now is due north, till it difcharges itfelf into the Bar- 
KALL lake. The fource of this river is eftimated at the 
diftance of ten or twelve days journey above SELINGIN- 
sky, which is the common method of computation in 
this country. Itis plentifully furnifhed with variety of 
excellent fifh. "The omuly, which I formerly defcribed, 
come in vait fhoals from the BAY K AL L, inautumn, up: 
this river, to fpawn; after which, they return to the fea; 
fo weak, that many of them are carried down floating 
en the furface of the flream: During the progrefs of _ 

the omuly up the river, the inhabitants of the adjacent 

villages aflemble, with: their nets, and-catch as many 

ef them: as they pleafe. On: this occafion the poor 
take what they can ufe, and the reft are left upon the 

banks. . Thefe fifhes advance, up:the river, about ten: 
miles a-day. On, their firft appearance, the repore is 

foon fpread. over the. country; and, in two or three 


hours,, 
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hours, the people catch as many as they need, either ciap. vr. 
for prefent ufe, or winter provifions: "This fifh is very 172°: 
agreeable food, either frefh or falted. It is obferved, 
they are much better and fatter, the nearer they are: 
caught to the fea; a plain argument, that, were they 
caught in the fea, they would: {till be preferable to any: 
caught in the river. F have often thought, what inetti- 
mable treafure thefe omuly would produce, in other 
parts of the world; whereas, here, the confumption be- 
ing fmall, they are little valued. Ic is remarkable, 
that the omuly. are not to be found, at any feafon, in 
the ANGARA, or other rivers to the north of the Bay- 
KALL. 

July 5th, the Tayfha-Batyr arrived, in confequence 
of his appointment with the ambafiador, and brought 
along with him three hundred men, well mounted, for: » 
the chace. ‘This old gentlemanhad: the appellation» 
of Batyr; a title of great refpect among the-mon- 
GALLs. It fignifiesa hero; and is conferred only on: 
thofe who have fignalized themfelves, by their courage: 
and conduét, in the field of battle. Befides thefe mon- 

“GALLS, we-carried with us fifty of ourcossacks, and’ 
eur tents, as we propofed to be abroad fome days. 
_ Early.on the 6ch, we took our-way to the. caftward; 
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over high hills, and through tall woods, having almoft 


no underwood to incommode the horfes, or interrupt 
our view; which made it very pleafant. After riding 
a few miles, the Tayfha, being mafter.of the chace,. 
ordered his men to extend their lines. ‘The Tayfha 
and we were in the center; and often faw the game. 
pafs us, purfued by the horfemen, at full {peed, with-. 
out the leaft noife, but the whiftling of arrows. The: 
horfes, being accuftomed to this kind of fport, follow: 
the game as a greyhound does a hare; fo that the ni-. 
ders lay the bridles on their necks, and attend to no- 
thing but their bows and arrows. One may eafily ima- 
gine the exquifite entertainment, in feeing feveral of 
thefe horfemen in purfuit of an elk or ftag through the 
valleys. When the animal is driven from the woods, 
it flies, for fafety, to the neareft rocks. Some of thefe. 
creatures are nearly as large, and f{trong, as the horfes: 
that hunt them. The ftags are of two kinds; one’ 
called zuber, the fame with the German crownhirth, 
but fomewhat larger. The zuber is large and beauti-. 
ful, and carries its head almoft upright, as it runs;: 
which prevents its horns being entangled with branches. 
of trées. There are none of them in Russia, nor: 


even In SIBERIA, except about the BayKALL lake, and 


eatt- - 
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eaftward from it; the places farther to the north be- cap. vi. 
ing too cold for them. ‘The elk is larger than the 177° 
ftaz, and ftronger made; having alfo long bianchy 
horns, but a little flat. | 

Tired with fport, we left the hills in the afternoon, 
and came down into a fine valley, where we pitched 
eur tents, near a pure brook. ‘The Tayfha then or-. 
dered all the dead game to be brought before him. 
and ranged in proper order. We found, that, this 
day, we had killed no lefs than five large elks, four 
- flags, a dozen roe-bucks, feveral wolves and foxes, be- 
fides fawns and hares. 

The Tayfha caufed the game to be divided among 
the huntfmen;. who began immediately to drefs it, 
fome of them by boiling, others by broiling, and eat | 
it without either bread, or falt. The tails of the ftags, 
- which, by thefe people, are reckoned very delicate, fell _ 
co the Taytha’s fhare. He cut them into flices, and 
eat them raw. [eat a bit of one of them, and thought 
it very palatable. ‘The: tafte refembled nothing fo: 
much as that of frefh caviare. After we had feafted 
on. variety of excellent venifon, for we had no other 
provifions, we went to reit, well fatisfied with the di- 


verfion of the day.. 
july 
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cuap.vi. July 7th, early in the morning, we left the plains, 

~ 1720+ and directed our courfe eaftward, in the fame order we 

ead the preceeding day. As our {port was much 
the fame, I need not mention the particulars. About 
noon we pitched our tents, near a {pring of frefh wa- 
tet, in a valley where the grafs was about two feet 
long. This circumftance is a proof of the goodnefs 
of the foil; which, in my opinion, cannot fail, if pro- 
perly cultivated, to produce any kind of grain. As 
the weather was exceflively hot, we ftaid in this place 
till next day. 


July Sth, we continued our fport in the woods till 


noon; when we came into an extenfive plain, in which 


we fet up our tents, near a {pring of brackifh water. In 
this place we obferved feveral flocks of antelopes, which 
we referved for next day's hunting. 

In the morning, our ‘T'ayfha difpatched fome of his 
horfemen to the tops of the hills, in order to difcover 
where the antelopes were feeding; which, as I former- 
ly obferved, are the moft watchful, and, at the fame 
time, the fwifteft animals in the world. When they 
returned, we extended our wings to a great diftance, 
that we might furround thefe creatures with the great- 


er cafe; and, before noon, our people killed above 


twen ty 
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twenty of them. After which we returned to our tents, cHap. vi. 
chat were left {tanding in the morning. ay Sop 

July roth, we took leave of the 'Tayfha, whofe tents 
were to the eaft of this place, and returned next day 
tO SELINGINSKY. | | 

During this fhort excurfion, I could not enough 
admire the beauty of the country through which we 
pafled.. The gentle rifing of the hills, many of which 
have their tops only covered with wood, and the fer- 
tility of the vales, contribute to form one of the moft 
delightful landskips the world can afford. To this 
-may be added the temperature, and drynefs, of the 
climate; in which re{pects this far exceeds any coun- 
try with which I am acquainted. After mid-fummer 
there is almoft no rain till December, when the fnow 
falls; and in fuch moderate quantities that it does not 
hinder the cattle from lying abroad all the winter. 

In furveying thefe fertile plains and pleafant woods, 
I have often entertained myfelf with painting, in .my 
own imagination, the neat villages, country feats, and 
farm-houfes, which, in procefs of time, may be erected 
on the banks of the rivers, and brows of the hills. 
There is here wafte land enough to maintain, with 
eafy labour, feveral EUROPEAN nations, who are, at pre- 

anor. I. Pp fent, 
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cHap. vi. fent, confined to barren and ungrateful foils: and, with © 


1720, 
a ae) 


regard to the moncaLis, whofe honefty and fimpli- 
city of manners are not unamiable, I fhould like them 
very well for neighbours. | 

From what I have read of NorTH AMERICA, Iam 
of opinion, that this country refembles none fo much 
as fome of our colonies in that quarter of the world; 
particularly the inland parts of PENsYLVANIA and Ma- 
R¥LAND. Both countries ly nearly in the fame lati- 
tude; in the one we find great lakes and mighty rivers; 
in the other, the BAYKALL fea, and rivers, which, for the 
length of their courfe and quantity of water, may be 
ranked with any in the weftern world. 

Having refted ourfelves a few days after our fatigue, — 
on the 16th of July, we fet out on another hunting- 
match, attended by our own coffacks, and a few of 
the neighbouring MonGALLs. We went, on this oc- 
cafion, farther northward, and nearer to the BAYKALL 
lake, than in our former expedition. Our fport was 
almoft of the fame kind as already defcribed. I fhalk 
only add, that both the ftag and elk fhed their horns 
once a year; at which eime they retire to thickets, and 
folitary places, till their horns begin to fpring again. 
It is furprifing that animals fo. large, with fuch prodi- 


gious 
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vious weight of branchy horns, fhould run, with almoft cuap. vz. 
incredible {peed, through the thickeft woods, without 172° 
entangling themfelves; but, to avoid this misfortune, 
they point their nofes always parallel to the horizon. 
When either the elk or ftag are clofely attacked, they 
make a vigorous defence both with horns and hoofs. 
At rutting time, efpecially, thefe creatures are fo very 
furious, that ic is extremely dangerous for any perfon 
to approach their haunts; they will then run at a man 
full {peed, and, if he efcapes being wounded by their 
horns, will trample him to death with their fharp 
hoofs. As the weather was exceflively hot, we kept 
the field only two days; and then returned to sELIN- 
GINSKY. : : 

July 20th, another Mandarin arrived from pexrn, 
accompanied by an officer from arca; who brought a 
lecter to the ambaflador from the Tufh-du-chan, ace 
quainting him, that he might foon expect a perfon, 
properly authorifed, to conduct him to the imperial 
city. No news could be more agreeable. We hoped 
now to be foon releafed from this folitary place, and 
arrive at the end of our journey. We were indeed 
well enough lodged, and wanted neither the necefla- 
ries nor conveniencies of life. "The abundance of ru- 

Pp 2 ral 
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cuap. vi. tal diverfions, which this place afforded, coinciding 


‘172+ happily with the genius of molt of our gentlemen; and 
LAWNS 


the harmony that fubfifted among the retinue, though 
compofed of people from moft nations in EUROPE, and 
fome from Asta, contributed not a little to our paf- 
fing the time very agreeably. Notwithftanding thefe 
advantages, and the affability and courteous behaviour 
of the ambaflador, which heightened. them all, we’ 
were uneafy at being detained fo long on the frontiers. 
We were apprehenfive that fome accident might hap- — 
pen to prevent our journey; efpecially, as it was report- 
ed among the MoncaLts, that, the Emperor of cut- 
nA, being far advanced in years, was fometimes. fick, 
and not difpofed to receive foreign minifters. 

The 24th, there fell fuch a fhower of hail-ftones 
as no man then alive had ever feen. It was happy for 
us we were not then abroad, as the open field affords 
no kind of fhelcer. The hail lay fome days in the 
woods, and cooled the air; which, before that time; 
had been exceflively hot. ‘This day the Kutuchtu fent 
two lamas to compliment the ambaflador, to with him 
a good journey, anda. happy fight of the Emperor, oz 
Boghdoy- chan, as he 1s called by thefe people. 

Augutt gth, ‘a courier arrived from PEKIN, who tol& 


the: 
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the ambaffador, that he had pafled our conduétor on cwap. vr, 
the road; and that we fhould now prepare for our jour- 17-20% 
ney to the capital, as that gentleman would arrive in — 

a few days. | 

On the 24th, our conduétor, called tomy, at laft 
arrived. He was, by birth, a MANTsHU TARTAR, and a 
merhber of the court for the weftern department. Af- 
ter remaining with us for fome days, he returned to 
YOLLA, a place upon the border, in order to procure 
horfes and camels for our journey. 

September 8th, we-fent our baggage by water to 
STREALKA, and next day we followed it. We lived in 
tents, while we ftaid at this place, till horfes and ca- 
mels were got ready. In the mean time, our people 
were employed in packing up the baggage into proper 
loads for camels. Srreaka, I formerly obferved, is 
the place where his majefty’s commiffary of the cara 
van has his abode, and the government of siperia their 
ftore-houfes. I imagine, therefore, it will not be im- 
proper, before we proceed, to give fome account of the 
trade carried on from this place. 

Formerly the fur trade was free to all his majefty’s 
fubjects, both russians and TarTars, ‘The merchants 
repaired to: siperta at the proper feafons, where they 

bought 
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cHaP. vi. bought, at cheap rates, all the rich furs they could 


Kf20; 


find; and difpofed of them in PERSIA, TURKEY, and 
POLAND, at a price much below the real value. The 
government of sIBERIA perceived a very confiderable . 
diminution of the revenue in that country, and foon 
difcovered the true caufe of it; which was, that, a ereat 
part of the furs belonging to his majefty remained un- 
fold. Upon inquiry, it appeared that this was owing 
to the foreign markets being fupplied wich thefe com- 
modities, at low rates, by the fubjects, before the goods 
belonging to the government could be expofed to fale. 
The government of siserta reprefented to his majefty 
the lofs of fo confiderable a branch of his revenue; in 
confequence of which, an order was immediately iffu- 
ed, prohibiting all private perfons, for the future, to 
export fables in particular. Since this regulation took 
place, the government have fent their own furs, gene- 
rally once in three years, by caravans, to cHina. The 
value of one of thefe caravans is reckoned to amount 
to four or five thoufand roubles, and yields a return of, 
at leaft, double that fum. The Emperor of cana, 
from regard to the friendfhip and good neighbourhood 
of his majefty, gives the caravans free quarters, and 
liberty to difpofe of their goods, and buy others, with- 


out 
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out exacting any impoft. At firft the Emperor not cmap. v1. 
only gave the caravan free quarters, but alfo maintain. 177° 
ed, at his own charge, both men and horfes, during 
their ftay in PEKIN. ‘This laft expreflion of his ma- 
jefty's bounty is, however, now withdrawn. 

September 15th, our conductor having acquainted 
the ambaffador that the horfes and camels were ready, — 
our baggage was difpatched to the frontiers, efcorted 
by our own foldiers and fome coffacks; though, indeed, 
there was no great occafion for any guard, as the mon- 
GALLs feem to have little ufe for any thing that be- 
longed to us. 

After dining- with the commiflary of the caravan, 
at STREALKA, on the 16th, we left that place in the 
evening, accompanied with the commiffary and moft 
of the officers at seLincINsKy. After we had travel- 
led about twenty ENGLISH miles to the fouth-eaft, 
through fine plains covered with exceeding long grafs, 
we arrived at the end of the firft ftage, called koLLup- 
Tzy; where we found our tents, which had been fent off 
in the morning, ready for our reception. This day 
we faw fome {cattered tents of MonGaALIANS, with their 
flocks. 

Next day, we travelled about twenty miles farcher 
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cHap. vi. to a fingle houfe, built by the commiffary for a fhade 


to his cattle in winter. We hunted all the way through 
a pleafant country, interfperfed with little hills cover- 
ed with wood; but faw as few inhabitants as the day 
before. 

‘The 20th, about noon, we reached a place called 
SARATZYN, or the NEW MooN, fituated on the bank of 
a rivulet of the fame name. This rivulet is the boun- 
dary between the Russian and CHINESE territories, and 
feparates two of the moft mighty monarchies in the 
world. The diftance between sELINGINsKy and this 
place 1s computed to be about one hundred and four 
vertt, nearly feventy ENGLIsH miles. 

The conductor was encamped on. the eaft fide of 
the rivulet, and. we pitched our tents on the other. 
The ground, on both fides, rifes a little, and the foil 
feems to be extremely good. The grafs is rank and 
thick, and, as the feafon is very dry, would, with little 
labour, make excellent hay. ‘This grafs is often fet 
on fire, by the MmoncaALLs, in the fpring, during 
high winds. At fuch times it burns moft furioufly, 
running like wild-fire, and {preading its flames to the 
diftance of perhaps ten or twenty miles, till its pro- 


| grefs is interrupted by fome river or barren hill. ‘The: 


impe- 
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impetuofity of thefe flames, their fmoke and crackling cnap. vt. 
noife, cannot eafily be conceived by thofe who haye 172° 

not feen them. When any perfon finds himfelf to the 
leeward of them, the only method, by which he can 
fave himfelf from their fury, is to kindle immediately 
the orafs where he ftands, and follow his own fire. 
For this purpofe, every perfon is provided with flints, 
fteel, and tinder. ‘The reafon why the moncatts fet 
fire to the erafs is to procure early pafture for their 
cattle. The afhes, left upon the ground, fink into 
the earth at the melting of the fnow, and prove an ex- 
‘cellent manure; fo that the grafs, in the fpring, rifes 
on the lands, which have been prepared in this manner, 
as thick as a field of wheat. Caravans, travellers with 
merchandife, but efpecially armies, never encamp upon 
this rank grafs. And there are feveral inftances of 
confiderable bodies of men being put in confufion, 
and even defeated, by the enemy’s fetting fire to the 
grafs. : | 

Before I leave the russtan territories, I fhall give 
fome account of the marches between thefe two fa- 
mous empires. The frontier, according to the beft 
information I could procure, begins, a great way weft- 
ward of this place, near the fource of the river Dz1Da; 

Vou. I. Qq from 
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ewap. vr, from thence it proceeds to the eaft, crofling the sE-' 
1720. yinea, and runs along the tops of the hills, inclining. 


fometimes to the north, and fometimes to the fouth, 
till ic meets with the rivulet saRATZYN. It runs then 
in a very irregular line, varying its direction according 
to the courfe of the rivers and brooks; or, from the 
top of one hill to fome other remarkable point in view; 
pointing, in general, towards the north-eaft, till it ends. 
at the river ARGUN; which, together with the 1nco- 
pa, forms the aMoor. ‘This boundary includes a vaft 
traét of excellent land on the russian fide; and that 
part of the MONGALLs who inhabit it, being ftout 
men, and living much at eafe, will, in time, become a; 
numerous people. . 

The marches. were fettled upon the prefent footing 
about twenty-five years ago, on the following occafi- 
on. The MoncaLts, on the cutnese fide, alledged,. 
that their countrymen, fubjects of RuUgs1a, encroach- 
ed on their borders; which created fome difputes be- 
tween the two nations. The caufes of this mifunder- 
ftanding being reprefented to the two courts, it was: 
agreed to fend minifters, with full powers to terminate: 
the affair in an amicable manner. His Majefty’s mi- 
nifter, THEODORE ALEXIOVITZ. GOLOVIN, met the cHi- 


NESE. 
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NESE plenipotentiaries, on the frontiers, in the neigh- cwap. vi. 
bourhood of NERTSHINSKy, a confiderable town, be- 172° 
longing to russia, near the river aMoor. All mat- 
ters were foon accommodated, to the mutual fatis- 
faction of both parties, on the footing of uti poffidetis; 
i. e. each of the parties retaining the people and terri- 
tories that then belonged to them. | 

This determination kept all quiet for fome time. 
The cuinese, however, foon appeared to be diflatis- 
- fied with the decifion; and want to have the marches 
reviewed; to which, in my opinion, the russians will 
not eafily affent. 

The 21ft, the conductor came to congratulate the 
ambaflador on his arrival at the borders; and ac- 
quainted him, that, the horfes and camels being ready, 
he might proceed when he pleafed. I cannot omit 
an inconfiderable circumftance, that happened at this 
place, as ic ftrongly reprefents the caution and pru- 
dence of the GcHINESE. Our conductor, having feen 
fome women walking in the fields, asked the ambaffa- 
dor, who they were? and whither they were going? He 
was told, they belonged to the retinue, and were going 
along with it to CHINA. | 

He replied, they had women enough in PEKIN al- 


Qq2 ready; 


2:08 


A JOURNEY 


cuHap. vi. ready; and, as. there never had been an EUROPEAN wo- 


1720. 


man in cHina, he could not be anfwerable for intro- 
ducing the firft, without a fpecial order from the Em- 
peror. But, if his excellency would wait for an.an- 
{wer, he would difpatch a courier to court for that 
purpofe. The return of this meflenger could not be 
fooner than fix weeks;. ic was therefore thought more 
expedient to fend back: the women to SELINGINSKY,. 
with the waggons that brought our baggage to: this. 
place.. | 


CAD are ar 


From pafing the sARATZYN, and entering the CHINESE ter= 


ritories, to our arrival at the wall of CHINA. 


ee 22d of September, having loaded the camels. 


with our baggage, and procured carriages for 


the boxes that contained his Majefty’s prefents to the 
‘Emperor, which were too large for camels. to. bear, we 


mounted, and paffed the saratTzyn, and foon entered 


the CHINEsE territories. We travelled fifteen miles, 
when we arrived, about evening, at the river oRcHON, 
sunning with a {mooth ftream to the north. The car- 


ages: 
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riages retarded our progrefs greatly, as the horfes were cuap. vu: 
fprightly, and unaccuftomed to draught. ag 

- This day we commenced guefts of the Emperor of a ee 
cHINA, who entertains all ambafladors, and bears their 
expences, from the day they enter his dominions, till 
the time they quit them again. Our retinue confifted 
of about one hundred perfons, who were allowed’ fif- 
teen fheep every day. The overplus of this large al- 
lowance was given to the MoNGALLs who drove the 
camels. Befides mutton and beef, there is no other 
kind of provifion to be found, ull you come within 
the wall of cutna. The mutton is of a middle fize; 
but, I muft confefs, exceeding fine; The conduétor | 
was attended by an officer from the ‘Tufh-du-Chan, 
who procured, from the MonGALLs encamped neareft 
eur road, what fheep: we wanted. The camels were 
very tractable, and ftooped to take on their loads. But 
the horfes were, at-firft, very unmanageable. Many of 
them had never before been employed for any ufe; and 
were faddled with great difhculty, but mounted with 
much more; for the very fmell of our cloaths, which 
they perceived to be different from that of the mon- 
cALLs, their mafters, made them fnort and {pring with: 
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CHAP. VII, great fury. T hey were eafily managed, notwithftand- 
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ing, when we got upon their backs. | 
Our road, this day, lay through fine plains ‘ad val- 


‘Ties, covered with rank grafs; but not a fingle tent was 


to be feen. I inquired why fuch a fine foil was with- 
out inhabitants; and was told, that the cHINEsE had 
forbid the MoycaLus to encamp fo near the RUSSIAN 
borders, for fear of being allured.to pafs over to their 
territories, as many had formerly done. Thefe fruit- 
ful vallies are furrounded with pleafant hills, of eafy 
afcent, whofe fummits are covered with tufts of trees. 
Many of thefe tufts, being of a circular figure, and 
having no under-wood, appear as if they had been 
planted and pruned by art; others are irregular; and, 
fometimes, a ridge of trees runs from one hill to ano- 
ther. ‘Thefe objects afford a profpect fo pleafing to 
the eye, and fo feldom to be found, that one cannot 
help being charmed. And this pleafure is ftill heigh- 
tened by the gentle-flowing rivulets; abounding with 


fifh, and plenty of game, in the vallies, and among the 


trees. 

The 23d, we fet out early, and came to a rivulet, 
called rr, running to the north-wett, till it falls into 
the orcHoN; which we pafled, and pitched our tents 

on 
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on the other fide. The rank grafs, by accident, took cuap. vit. 
fire; and, had not water been at hand to extinguith ir, 172° 
and the weather very calm, the confequences might ; 
have been fatal. We travelled farther this day than 
the former, as fewer inconveniencies. arofe from the: 
reftifnefs of the horfes. 

The 24th, we continued our journey towards the: 
fouth-eaft, along fmooth roads, through a pleafant 
country ;, and, at evening, reached a rivulet called sHa- 
rA, or the yellow rivulet, on the banks of which we fet 
up our tents. ‘The vallies now were more contracted, 
and lefs wood upon the-hills, than formerly. 

The 25th, we came to a.rivulet called kara, or the 
black rivulet, from the colour of the water, which is 
tinged by the richnefs of the foil. 

The 26th, we proceeded: ‘The country retained 

much the fame appearance, and: the weather was very. 
fine; but not a- fingle inhabitant was yet to. be feen. 
In the evening, I walked from our tents, with fome of 
eur company, to the top of a neighbouring hill, where- 
L found many plants of excellent rhubarb; and, by the: 
help of a.ftick, dug up.as much- of it as wanted. 

On thefe hills are a great number of animals cal- 
led. marmots, of a brownifh.colour, having feet like a: 


badger, 
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cuap.vu. badger; and nearly of the fame fize. They make 
1720+ deep burrows on the declivities of the hills; and, it is 
ne ae that, in winter, they continue in thefe holes, for 
a certain time, even without food. At this feafon, 
however, they fit or ly near their burrows, keeping a 
{trict watch; and, at the approach of danger, rear them- 
felves upon their hind-feet, giving a loud whittle, like a 
man, to call in the ftragelers; and then drop into their 
holes in a moment. 

I fhould not have mentioned an animal fo well 
known as the marmot, had it not been on account of 
the rhubarb. Wherever you fee ten or twenty plants 
erowing, you are fure of finding feveral burrows under 
the fhades of their broad fpreading leaves. Perhaps they 
may fome times eat the leaves and roots of this plant. 
However, it is probable, the manure they leave about the 
roots, contributes not a lictle to its increafe; and their 
cafting up the earth makes it fhoot out young buds, and é 
multiply. This plant does not run, and fpread itfelf, 
like docks, and others of the fame fpecies; but grows 
in tufts, at uncertain diftances, as if the feeds had been 
dropped with defign. It appears that the MONGALLS 
never accounted it worth cultivating; but that the 
world is obliged to the marmots for the quantities — 


{cat- 
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{cattered, at random, in many parts of this country. cwap. vir. 
For whatever part of the ripe feed happens to be blown 177°" 
among the thick grafs, can very feldom reach the 
ground, but muft there wither and die; whereas, fhould 
it fall among the loofe earth, thrown up by the mar- 
mots, it immediately takes root, and produces a new 
plant. | 
After digging and gathering the rhubarb, the mon- 
GALLs cut the large roots into {mall pieces, in order 
to make them dry more readily. In the middle of 
every piece they fcoop a hole, through which a cord 
is drawn, in order to fufpend them in any convenient 
place. “They hang them, for moft part, about their 
tents, and fometimes on the horns of their fheep. 
This is a moft pernicious cuftom, as it deftroys fome 
of the beft part of the root; for all about the hole is 
rotten and -ufelefs; whereas, were people rightly in- 
. formed how to dig and dry this plant, there would 
not be one pound of refufe in an hundred; which 
would fave a great deal of trouble and expence, that. 
much diminifh the profits on this commodity. At 
prefent, the dealers in this article think. thefe improv- 
ments not worthy of their attention, as their gains are 
more confiderable on this than on any other branch 

Vou. I. | Rr of 
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cuap. vit. of trade, Perhaps the government may hereafter think 


1720s 


it proper to make fome regulations with regard to this. 
matter. 

Ihave been more anniabies in defcribing the pabssnies 
and management of the rhubarb; becaufe I never met 
with an author, or perfon, who could give a fatisfac- 
tory account where, or how, it grows. I am perfuad- 
ed, that, in fuch a dry climate as this, it might eafily 
be fo cultivated as to produce any quantity that could. 
be wanted. . | 

I omit any computation of the diftances of places,. 
along this road, as the whole of it, from the borders. 
to PEKIN, Has been meafured by a wheel, or machine, 
given to the caravan, by the governor of siBERIA, for 
that purpofe. I fhall afterwards fubjoin the exact di- 
ftances. taken from this meafurement. 

The 27th, and 28th, we purfued the fame scald 
over hills and through vallies. For, though few tra- 


vel this way, the caravans, with their heavy carriages, 


feave fuch marks as are not foon effaced... It is only 


of late that the caravans travelled this road. Former- 
ly they went farther to the north, by a RussIAN town 
called NERTZINSKY, and thence to a CHINESE city cal- 
led navn. That road is more convenient than the 

prefent 
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prefent, as it lies through places better inhabited; but crap. vit. 
the prefent is fhorter, and therefore taken by moft 177° 
travellers. 

‘The 29th, we reached a river called Buroy,.where 
we lodged. At this dry feafon all thefe rivers are ford- 
able; and they abound with fturgeon, and other fifh. 
Next morning, Mr. veNANT, our chief cook, dropped 
down, as he was coming out of his tent, and imme- 
diately expired, notwithftanding all poflible care was 
taken for his recovery. We interred him as decently 
as time and circumftances would admit; and proceed- 
ed to a river called Bor-GuALTY, where we peice our 
tents for this night. 

October 1ft, after a long day’s journey, we reached 
a rivulet called koyra. The face of che country ap- 
peared nearly the fame as formerly. 

The 2d, after another long march, we came to the 
banks of the river Toa, the largeft we had feen fince 
we left the sELINGA. | 

Next day, we crofled the roza at a pretty deep 
ford, where the river was in breadth about the flight 
of an arrow at point blank. It was noon before our 
camels got over, and too late to proceed. We were 
therefore obliged to fet up our tents on the eaft bank 
OU Rs: 2 of 
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cHaP.vit.of the river, which was overgrown with tall oziers: 


1720. 


Here our conduétor furnifhed us with frefh horfes 
and camels. From the borders to this place, our fta- 
ges were regulated by brooks and rivers; for the con- 
veniency of getting water. And, for the fame reafon, 
as there are no rivers nor brooks, from hence to the 
wall of cHina, fountains and {prings will be our only 
ftages. 

On the banks of the rota we found many mon- 
GALLs encamped, with numerous flocks of cattle, be- 
ing the firft inhabitants we had feen fince our leaving 
the border. . The russians, and the MONGALLS who 
are fubjects of russtA, claim all the country weftward 
from the ToLa; which, they fay, is the natural boun- 
dary between the two empires. This would indeed 
be a confiderable addition to the dominions of RUSSIA. 
But, as both thefe mighty monarehs are abundantly 
provided with a vaft extent of territory, neither party 
think it worth while to difpute about a few hundred 
miles of property, which, obtained, would perhaps not 
balance the coft, or contribute but little to the advan- 
tage of either. 

The appearance of the country was now greatly 
altered to the worfe. We faw no more pleafant hills 


jj and 
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and woods; neither could I find one fingle plant of cuap. vu. 
rhubarb. ‘The foil was dry and barren; and the grafs 172° 
not to be compared to what we had already paffed 
over. 

The 4th, after every man had drunk his fill of the 
pure and wholefome water of Toxa, and filled his 
bottle with it, we departed with fome regret, as we 
could hope for no more rivers, or brooks, till we came 
to the wall of cutna. We foon entered the defert. 
commonly named, by the MONGALLS, the HUNGRY DE- 
sERT. How far it deferves that title, will be feen as 
we advance. 

In the evening,.we reached fome pits, called rora- 

- roLocoy; of brackifh water, where we pitched our 
tents. The road ftill pointed to the fouth-eaft, with 
lictle variation, over grounds that rofe a little at firft, © 
but afterwards gradually declined. We faw many 
MONGALIAN tents, and cattle, difperfed along the 
defert. 

The 5th, we fet out again, and, in the evening 
came to fome fountains, called cHELO-TOLOGoy, of 
pretty frefh water, The country was quite level, and 
appeared to the eye as plain as the fea. The foil was 

dry, 
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cuap. vit. dry, barren, and gravelly; and neither tree nor buh to 
1720 be feen; a profpect not very agreeable. 

The 6th, early in the morning, we proceeded bi 
ward, through the fame fort of flat country. ‘The 
weather was very fine, and the roads excellent. In the 
evening, we arrived at a pool, called ryLack, of brack- 
ifh water, where we remained the following night. 
This day we faw feveral large flocks of antelopes, and 
fome MONGALLS in their tents; which was no difagree- 
able object in this continued plain. We pafled few 
of thefe tents without vifiting them, where we always 
found an hofpitable reception, and were entertained 
with fome zaturan, a kind of tea which I formerly 
defcribed. And, if we happened to ftay till our bag- 
gage was gone out of fight, the landlord conduéted 
us, by the fhorteft way, to the f{prings that terminated — 
the next ftage. | 

The next day, we came to the wells called Gacuun. 
Our bisket being now fpent, we were reduced to live 
on mutton only, during the reft of our journey through 
this defert; which we accounted no great hardfhip, as 
it was extremely fine. It is not a little furprifing, that, 
notwithftanding the barren appearance of this unfhel- 
tered plain, the cattle are in nig condition, but par- 

ticularly 
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ticularly the fheep. The fhort grafs, though in many cuap. vu. 
places thinly fcattered, muft be of a very nourifhing 177° 
quality. ‘This will naturally proceed from the climate, 
and the foil, which every where partakes of a nitrous: 
quality, as plainly appears from the {curf of falc round 
the edges of the lakes and ponds, and the tafte of the 
water, generally brackifh. in. the {prings and pits. 

The 8th, our condu¢tor furnifhed us with a frefh. 
fect of cactle, which detained us latter than our ufual 
time of fetting out. “This day, the foil was very much. 
inclined.to gravel, containing a number of red and yel- 
low pebbles, many of which, being tranfparent, made a 
fine appearance while the fun fhone. We were inform- 
ed there were fometimes ftones of value found here; 
which fo much excited our curiofity, that each of us,. 
every day, picked up a confiderable quantity. On exa- 
mination, moft of them were thrown away, as.alto- 
gether ufelefs; the few we thought proper to retain: 
were wrought into very. good feals. A man might: 
gather a buthel of fuch {tones every day in this defert. 
One of our people, a.Grecian by birth, who under- 
ftood fomething of the nature of ftones, found one. 
that he called a yellow fapphire, and valued ic at fifty 
crowns. Perhaps thefe pebbles.might be of that kind. 

: which , 
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CHAP, vit. which the lapidaries call cornelian; for they are fuffi: 


1720. 


ciently hard, and take a fine polifh. 


The gth, we fet out early, and travelled to a bua 
named oxo-routcu. ‘This day, a lama from the Ku- 
tuchtu, going to PEKIN, joined our company, who, by 
his habit and equipage, feemed to be a perfon of emi: 
nence. In marching along the tedious defert, the con- 
verfation turned on a terrible earthquake which hap- 
pened, during the month of July laft, in cuina, be- 
tween the long wall and pexin; and had laid in ruins 
feveral villages, and walled towns, and buried many 
people in their ruins. The lama inquired what was 
the opinion of the learned men in EUROPE concerning 
the caufe of this phaenomenon. We told him, it was 
commonly reckoned to be fubterraneous fire; and then — 
asked, in our turn, to what caufe fuch extraordinary 
appearances were imputed by his countrymen? He 
replied, that fome of their learned lamas had written, 
that cop, after he had formed the earth, placed it on 
a golden frog; and, whenever this prodigious frog had 
occafion to feratch its head, or ftretch out its foot, 
that part of the earth, immediately above, was fhaken. 


There was no reafoning on a notion fo fantaftical; we 


therefore left the lama to pleafe himfelf with his hy- 


posisie 
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‘pothefis, and turned the difcourfe to fome other fub- crap.vn. 
ject. eecali 
The roth, we came to the fprings called kKorPARTU. 
The appearances of things this day were almoft the 
fame as on ‘the preceding days. The foil appeared 
fo barren, that none of the common methods of im- 
provement could make it bear any kind of grain, or 
even alter its prefent condition. ‘The difpofitions of 
its inhabitants, the MonGaLts, feem wonderfully fuited 
to their fituation; as they appear more contented with 
their condition than thofe who poflefs the moft fruit- 
ful countries. 
In the evening of-the 11th, we arrived at KHODODU; 
where we found the water clear, and pretty freth, 
burfting, in a ftrong fpring, from the gravelly earth, 
and running, in a ftream, to a confiderable diftance, 
‘till it lofes itfelf in the fand. ‘This was the firft run- 
ning water we had feen fince we left the rora. And 
we were as happy, while fitting round this fountain, 
and broilmg our mutton chops, as others at a cable 
plentifully furnifhed with surcuNDyY and cHAMPAIGN. 
Our appetities were, indeed, very keen; to which daily 
exercife, the coldnefs of the air, and drinking sree! 
but water, greatly contributed. 
“Vor. I. roe Next 
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Next morning, being the 12th, there was a little 
froft upon the ground. Several flocks of gray plovers. 
came to drink at the fpring; of which our people kil- 
led as many as our prefent circumftances required. 
Thefe poor harmlefs birds feemed infenfible of danger ;. 
and, perhaps, they had never before heard the report 
of a gun; for no fooner was the piece fired, than they 
took a fhort flight round the fountain, whiftling as. 
they flew, and immediately alighted to drink again. 
The plover is a pretty bird, and pleafant to eat; and 
the foles of its feet are as hard as fo much horn, which: 
prevent its betng hurt by the ftones or gravel. In 
the evening, we came to the wells called Bouk-HOoR- 
LIKE, without any thing material happening, or any 
difference on the face of the country. 

The 13th, we continued our journey to the wells. 
of nupuRUY; where we were again furnifhed with frefh, 
horfes and camels. | 

The 14th, we came toa place, called KADAN-KACHYU,, 
where we were obliged to dig a pit, four feet deep, in. 
order to procure water; which was very bad, having 
both a difagreeable fmell, and bitter tafte; but was. 
drinkable, when boiled with fome tea. We could, 
however, get none for our cattle, as the high wind filled: 


the 
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the pits with fand as faft as we could dig them. "Thiscap.vu, 
fand is of a whitifh colour, and fo light and dry, that ic 177° 
is driven, by the winds, into your face and eyes; and be- - : 
comes very difagreeable. Mott of our people, indeed, 
were provided with a piece of net-work, made of horfe- 
hair, which covered their eyes; and is very ufeful in 
drifts, either of fand or fnow. 

The 15th, we travelled over deep fands; and, in 
the evening, arrived at other fprings called rzacan- 
TEGGERICK. The wind continuing high, it was 
with much difficulty we fet up our tents. It is to be 
obferved, that, on thefe deep and light fands, our Ev- 
ROPEAN tents are of little ufe, as there is no earth in 
which the tent-pins can be faftened. The Tartar 
tents are much preferable ; for, their figure being 
round and taper, like a bee-hive, the wind takes but 
- little hold of them; and they ftand, equally well, ona 
fandy, or on any other furface. ‘They are, befides, 
warmer, more eafily erected, taken down, and tranf- 
ported. » as 

The 16th, we left the deep fand, and travelled a- 
long the fame fort of dry gravelly ground as formerly, 
In the evening, we pitched our tents at the fprings cal- 
led sapyin. The variety of objects, in this dreary 

Ss 2 watte,. 
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cHaP. vi. wafte, are fo few, that, in this, as well as in other: re-. 


1720. 


{peéts, it much refembles. the fea. Here one can fee- 
no farther than if he was placed on the furface of the 
water, out of fight of land; the rounding of the globe, 
in both cafes, being the fame. Sometimes, in the 
morning, [have been agreeably furprized in fancying 
I faw, ata fmall diftance,. a fine river, having rows of 
trees growing upon it banks; but this was only a de- 


ception. of the fight, proceeding from the vapours 


_ magnifying fome fcattered fhrubs into great trees. 


The 17th, we came to fome:wells. of very bad wa- 
ter, called oupEy, where we found frefh-horfes and ca~ 
mels-waiting for us. Our condut¢tor. refolved to lofe 


no time, being apprehenfive that we might be over- 


taken in the defert by. the froftand deep fnow, which. 


ufually happen at this feafon. Such. an event would. 
have retarded our march, and incommoded-: us not:a: 
little in many refpects. We therefore travelled as. 
long ftages..as. the convenience of water, and the 
ftreneth of our cattle would permit. ' 
The 18th, aftera long day's journey, we came to: 
the wells called uLan-kata. We found, almoft every 
day, MONGALLSs in their tents, which ftood like fo. 
many hives, difperfed through this folitary. plain. 
‘The: 
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The 19th, we mounted again, and travelled to theenap. vir, 


fprings named TzILAN-TEGGERIcK. ‘This day we faw 1720. 


feveral flocks of antelopes ; and, indeed, few days paf- 
fed in which we did not.fee fome of thefe animals. - 
The 2oth, we came to a place called ouranpasu. 
The weather ftill continued fair, the sky clear, and the 
mornings frofty. The water, at this place, was tole- 
rable ; but we were obliged to dig for it. When it 
happened that we had a long {tage from one {pring ta 


another, for fear of coming too late, we ufually fent a 


-couple of men before us, in order to gather fewel, and: 


to dig pits, that the water might have time to fettle. 


before our.arrival. , 

The 21ft, we proceeded; and, in the evening; arrived: 
at a lake of falt water. After digging, however, we 
found fome frefher. Were it not that thefe lakes and 
pits are fcattered through this defert, ic muft have 
been altogether uninhabited,, either by man or beatt. 
This confideration, among many-others, has often led. 


me to admire the infinite wifdom of almighty God, in; 


the difpenfations of his.providence, for the fupport of: 


all his creatures. 


In my opinion, . thefe. {prings are. produced by the 


rains and. melted fnow inthe fpring ; for the water, 


fin kia 
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cyap.vu.finking in the fand, is thereby prevented from being 
1720. exhaled, in fummer, by the heat of the fun; which 
" “- mutt be very {corching in this defert, in which there is 
not the leaft fhade to be found. 

The 22d, we quitted the falt lake, in a cold frofty 
morning, and a ftrong northerly wind; which was very 
difagreeable. At evening we reached the wells of xu- 
LAT. Thefe pits take their names from the quality of 
the water, as falt, four, fweet, bitter; or from the diffe- 
rent tribes of people who inhabit the country in the 
neighbourhood. é 

In the midft of our fatigues, we had the fatisfaction 

to be among a friendly people, who did every thing in 
their power to leffen our wants. _ 
- Next day, we reached the wells of mmncat. The 
weather, though cold, was not unpleafant. And, the 
24th, having got frefh horfes and camels, we came, in 
the evening, toa pond of brackifh water, called xo- 
RUNTEER, upon the extremity of a difmal bank of fand, 
running a-crofs our road. 

The day following, we entered on the fand-bank, 
along a narrow and crooked paflage between two hil- 
locks. Every one prayed for calm weather while we 
travelled over thefand; which put mein mind of being 

at 
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at fea. We continued our journey, through deep cap. vil. 
fand, till about noon; when, all our horfes and camels 172° 
being tired, we halted in a hollow place; where a" 
dug, and found very bad water. We remained here 
till next morning. 
Our cattle being a little Meathicd though they had: 
been very indifferently fed among the fand, where no- 
thing was to be feen but fome tufts of withered grafs, we 
- fet out again. Along this bank there is not the leaft 
tract, or path of any kind; for the fmalleft blaft of 
wind immediately effaces it, and-renders all the furface. 
fmooth. 
We had gone but a iin miles when moft of our 
people were obliged to alight, and walk on foot, the 
horfes being quite tired with the deepnefs of the fand; 
which made our progrefs extremely. flow. ‘The wea- 
ther, fortunately, was ftill very calm. About noon, 
we pitched our tents in.a hollow place; encompaffed: 
with high: hillocks. of fand. I obferved, that, in the- 
open defert we had already pafled, the profpect was: 
much confined; but here it was. quice: ftraitened ; ifox;: 
if you afcended one-of: thefe mounts, you: could fee- 
nothing but mount rifing above-mount, like fo many: 
fugar-loaves, or rather like fo.many. cupolas. 
Ta. 


3 28 
CHAP. VII. 
pea) 


A JOURNEY 

‘In the evening it began to blow a little at north- 
eaft, which drove about the light fand like fhow ; 
but, about midnight, the wind rofe to fuch an height, 
that all our tents were overfet at once, and our beds 
filled with fand. As it was near morning, we thought 
it not worth while to pitch them again. We there- 
fore prepared ourfelves to fet out at the dawn, in hopes 
of getting over the fand-bank before night; which, by 
riding and walking by turns, in order to haften our 
progrefs, we happily effected. And, in the evening 
reached the {prings of KOocHATU. 

At the place where we paffed the fand, it was not 
above twenty ENGLISH miles in breadth, which took 
us up three days. We could have travelled four times 
that diftance on the plain, with more eafe both to 
ourfelves and cattle. I am informed this bank of fand 
runs a great way fouthward; and, in fome places, is 
above thirty leagues broad. ‘They, whofe bufinefs 
calls them often to crofs the fands, have thin leather 
coats, made on puree) and round pieces of a tied 
before their eyes. , 

This fand-bank appears like the waves of the fea; . 
for the hillocks, fome of which are about twenty feet of 
perpendicular height, are of fo light a nature, that the 


wind 
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wind carries them from place to'place; levelling one, cHap. vu. 
and forming another. “And hence it is eafy to con- 577° 
ceive, that, a weary traveller, lying down on ‘the lee- : 
‘fide of one of thefe hillocks, might, in a few hours, 
be buried in the fand; which is reported to have of- 
ten happened in this and other fandy deferts. 

-. The 28th, we proceeded along the plain to the 
fprings called cuaBeRTu. I cannot but take notice 
‘of the uncommon manner the people here have of 
killing the fheep. ‘They make.a {lit with a knife be- 
tween two ribs, through which they put their hand, 
and {queeze: the heart till the creature expire; by abies 
method all the blood remains in the catcafs, When 
the fheep is dead, and hungry people cannot wait till 
tthe flefh is regularly dreffed, they generally cut: out 
the bisket and rump, -wool:and all, and broil them: on 
the coals; then {crape off the finged wool,-and eat 
them. This I have found, by experience, to be:no 
difagreeable morfel, even without any kind-of fauce. 
The next day, we travelled another ftage to the 
wells of s AMINSA;- where we found better water than 
afual. ‘The length and thicknefs of the grafs fhowed 
‘that the foil. now began to mend. ‘This day there 
fell fome fnow, and the wind was cold and northerly. 
Vor. L Te The 
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the f{prings of KrEma. From the appearance of the 
-grafs one would conclude, that the foil, at this place, 
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The 30th, we got frefh horfes, and proceeded to 


was very fine. We faw great numbers of horfes, be- . 
longing to the Emperor, tured out to graze. Not: 
with{tanding all the hafte we had hitherto made, we 
were, this day, overtaken by a fall of fnow, which prov- . 
ed very inconvenient; not fo. much on account of the 
cold, but it covered all fewel, fo. that we could find 6 
none to drefs our victuals. 

The 31ft, we came to a place called NARINGKARUS- 
su, where, to our great fatisfaction, we found a {mall 
brook of frefh water, and fome MONGALIAN huts. [| - 
obferved, that, from the fand-bank eaftward, the foil - 
becomes gradually better every day. This was now 
the foxtieth day, fince we left the border; during which - 
time we had not halted one day, nor feen a fingle 
houfe; and the twentieth and eight, from the time we 
quitted the river ToLa, and entered the defert, in - 
which we had neither feen river, tree, bufh, nor moun- 
tain, ‘Though we were obliged now and then to fetch 
a compafs, on account of the watering places, yet, in 
general, our courfe deviated but little from the fouth- 
eaft point. 4 
The 
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_- The ftof November, we halted at this place, that cuap. vu. 


we might have time to put things in order before we 
paffed the long wall, which was now at no —— di- 
{tance. 

Next day we proceeded, and about noon we could 
perceive the famous ‘wall, running along the tops 


of the mountains, towards the north-eaft. One of 
our people cried‘out LAND, as if we had been all this: 
while at feat It-was now, as nearly as I can compute, 


about forty £nGLisH miles from us, and appeared 
white at this diftance. We could not, this night, 


reach the paflage through the mountains; and, there-- 


fore, pitched our tents in the open plain as ufual. We 


now began to feel the effects of the cold; for the fnow, 
continuing to ly upon the defert, proved very incon- 


venient on many accounts; but particularly by retard- 


ing the progrefs of our heavy and cumberfome bag- 
gage. But we comforted ourfelves with the hopes of 


foon feeing an end of all our toils, and arriving in a 


rich and inhabited country; for, though all of our peo- 


ple were in-good health, they began to be very weary 


of the defert; and no wonder, as many of them had: 


lain in the open field ever fince we left seELINGINSKY. ' 
onchange 3d, after travelling about an hour, we 
: PAY G2 pafled 
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cap. vit. paffed the veftiges of a camp, which feemed to have 


1720. 


been regularly defigned.. I was informed that the Em- 
peror encamped here, when he led his troops againft — 
the moncstts, called, by the miffionaries. in curna,. 
the WESTERN TARTARS. . 

"The nearer we came'to the mountains, we were the: 
more furprifed at the fight of the: fo much celebrated 
wall of cH1INA, commonly called, for its. length, the: 
endlefs wall. The appearance of it, running from one 
high rock to another, with {quare ‘towers at certain, 
intervals, even at this diftance, is moft magnificent. 

- About noon, we-quitted the plain, and entered an 
opening between two mountains. To.the left, the 
mountains are very high. On the right, they decline 


as far as they are within view; but, I am told, they. 


~ gfe again to a great height. 


We defcended by a narrow path, about ai feet: 


broad, between the mountains, till we came to a {mall 


- CHINESE monattery, ficuated on the declivity of a fteep: 


rock. Curiofity led us to vifit this folitary place. But, 
the road being impaffable to horfes, we alighted and: 
walked thither. On. our arriving near the place, the: 
monks came out to meet us, with the ufual friendly 
falutation of the country;, which 1s. performed by lay-. 


ing 


— —_ 
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ing one of their hands on the other, and then fhaking cyap. vu. 
them, and pronouncing thefe words Cho-/oy-cho. i &. 
compliment being returned, they conducted us into. 
the apartments of their. little chapel, and treated. us. 
with a difh of green tea; which was very agreeable. 
In the chapel was a fort of altar-piece, on which were 
placed feveral {mall brafs images, and, in one of the 
corners, I obferved a fack filled with wheat. ‘The ha- 
bit of the monks, was a long gown with wide fleeves. 
On their heads was a fmall cap, and their long lank 
hair hung down over their fhoulders. ‘They had very 
few hairs in their beards. ‘This being the firft cur-., 
NESE houfe we met with, I have, on that account, been, 
more particular in defcribing it. Every thing now ap- 
_ peared to us as if we had arrived in another world. 
We felt, efpecially, a fenfible alteration in the wea- 
ther; for, inftead of the cold bleak wind in the defert, 
we had here a warm and pleafant air. 

_ We again proceeded along the narrow path; ite of 
breadth fufiicient for a wheel-carriage. ‘The road be- 
ing fteep, and in many places rugged, we walked down. 
the hill; and, in half an hour, came to the foot of ir, 
where we found ourfelves furrounded, on all fides, by 
high rocky mountains. Our route now Hay along the: 
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cwap. vi. fouth fide of a rivulet, full of great ftones, which had 
1720. fallen from the rocks in rainy weather. In ‘the cliff 
wi iitis the rocks you fee little {cattered cottages, with fpots: 
of cultivated ground, much refembling thofe roman- 
tick figures of landskips which are painted on the 
CHINa-ware and other manufactures of this country. 
Thefe are accounted fanciful by moft cvroprans, but 
are really natural. ahaa by cetemiev as 

After we had travelled about feven or est hte | 
along the bank of the brook, we came, in the evening, 
to a cumnesE village, at the foot of a high mountain, 
where we dodged in clean rooms with warm fires of. 
charcoal. There were no chimneys in the rooms; but, 
inftead ‘of thefe, the charcoal was put ito a portable 
grate of brafs or aron, and allowed to burn clear in the 
open air; after which it was brought into the apartment. : 
Though the defert is one continued plain, it lies much 
higher than the plains and villages of carina; for, when 
we entered the defile, the afcent was very inconfider- 
able when compared with the defcent on the other. 
fide. : 

Here we began to tafte of the fine fruits of CHINA} 
for, foon after our arrival in the village, our conduc- 
tor fent a prefent to the ambaflador of fome baskets 

of 
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of fruits; confifting of water-melons, musk-melons, cuap. vu. 
fweet and bitter oranges, peaches, apples, wall-nuts, 77°n, 


chefs-nuts, and feveral other forts which I never faw 
before; together with a jar of cHINESE arrack, provi- 


fions of feveral forts, and fome CHINESE bread, called © 


bobon, made of wheaten flour, and baked: over’a pot 
with the {team of boiling-water. It is very light, and 
not difagreeable in tafte; at leaft ir feemed fo to us, 
who had feen no bread for a month before. 

Next day, we halted co refrefh ourfelves after our 
long fatigue. E took this opportunity to walk up to 
the top of the mountain, in order to view the adjacent 
country; but could only fee a continuation of the chain 
of mountains, rifing one above another, and, to the 
northward, fome glimpfes of the long wall, as it runs 
along them. | 

The 5th, we proceeded eaftward, down the fouth 
bank of a river, whofe channel was covered with great 
ftones. ‘The road is cut out of the rock, for a confi- 
derable length, at thofe places where there is no na- 
tural paflage between the rocks and the river; which 
muft have been a work of great labour. This river 
cannot fail to be a complete torrent in time of great 
rains. 

Having 
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Having travelled about fix or eight miles, we ar- 


rived-at the famous wall:of cH1rna. We entered at 


a great gate, which is fhut every night, and always 
guarded by a thoufand men, under the command of 
two officers of diftinétion, one a CHINESE, and the o- 
ther a MANTZUR TARTAR; for, itis an eftablifhed cuf- 
tom in cHiNA, and has prevailed ever fince the con- 
queft of the TarTars, that, in all places of publick 
truft, there muft be ‘a cHINESE and a TARTAR invelted 


with equal power. ‘This rule is obferved both in ci- 


vil and military affairs. ‘The cHINEsE pretend, that, 
two in an office are a fort of {pies upon one another's 
actions, and thereby many fraudulent practices are ei- 
ther prevented or detected. | 


CHAPTER VIL 
From the wall of cH1NA to PEKIN; Our entry into that. city. 


S foon as we had entered the gate, thefe two of- 
ficers, and many fubalterns, came to compliment 


the ambaffador on his fafe arrival; and asked the fa- — 
-vour of him to walk into the guard-room and drink a 
difh of tea. We accordingly difmounted, and.went 


into 


<n ee, Wee Bee Be NG +37. 

‘Yhto a fpacious hall on the fouth fide of the gate. Thiscuap.vmn. 
apartment was very clean, having benches all around; 7, 
and is kept on purpofe for the reception of perfons of 
diftin@tion. We were entertained with variety of fruits 
and confections, and feveral forts of tea. After ftay- 
ing about half an hour, the ambaflador took leave of 
the gentlemen, and we proceeded on our journey. We 
travelled about four miles farther, and came to a con- 
fiderable town named kKaLGaANn. At fome diftance 
from the place, we were met by the commandant, and 
the Mandarin tutisuin, who had paid us a vifit at_ 
SELINGINSKY. [hey accompanied the ambaflador to 
his lodgings; which were in houfes a-part from the 
‘eft of the town; and provifions were fent us in great 
‘plenty. | 

From ‘the wall to this place, the country, to the 
north, begins to open; and contains fome villages, 
corn-fields, and gardens. 
- The fame evening, the ambaffador and the gentle- 
men:‘of the retinue ‘were invited ‘to fup at the com- 
mandant’s houfe; and horfes ‘were fent to carry us 
thither. We alighted in the outer-court, where the 
‘commandant in perfon waited for us; and conducted 
us, through a neat inner-court, into a hall, in the 

VoL. I. Uu | middle 
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cuap.vi.middle of which ftood a large brafs chafling-difh, in 
1720 fhape of an urn, with a fire of charcoal in it. ‘The 
- ~ floor was covered with mats, and the room quite fet’ 
round with chairs, and little {quare japanned tables. 
‘The ambaflador fat at a table by himfelf, and the reft 
of the company at feparate tables, by two and two. - 
We were firft entertained with tea, and a dram of hot 
arrack; after which {upper was brought, and placed on 
the tables, without either table-cloth, napkins, knives, 
or forks. Inftead of forks, were laid down, to every 
perfon, a couple of ivory-pins, with which the cui- 
NESE take up their meat. The difhes were fmall, and 
placed upon the table in the moft regulary manner 3 
the vacancies being filled with faucers, containing 
pickles and bitter herbs. ‘The entertainment confifted 
of pork, mutton, fowls, and. two roafted pigs. The 
carver fits upon the floor, and executes his office with 
great dexterity. He cuts the flefh into fuch fmall bits, 
as may eafily be taken up by the guefts, without fur- 
ther trouble. The meat being cut up, is given to the 
footmen, who fupply the empty difhes on the tables. 
The whole is ferved in cHina-ware; and neither gold 
nor filver is to be feen. All the fervants perform, their 
duty with the utmoft regularity, and without the leaft 
| noife.. 
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noife.. I muft confefs, I was never better pleafed with crap.vut. 
any entertainment. 3 a 

The victuals being removed, the defert was placed 
on the tables in the fame order; and confifted of a va- 
riety of fruits and confections. In the mean time a 
band of mufick was called in, which confifted of ten 
or twelve performers, on various, but chiefly wind- 
inftruments, fo different from. thofe of that clafs in 
EUROPE, that I fhall not pretend to defcribe them. 
The mufick was accompanied with dancing, which 
was very entertaining. The dancers were nearly as 
numerous as the muficians. ‘Their performances were 
only a kind of gefticulation, confifting of many ridicul- 
ous poftures; for they feldom moved from the fame 
place. The evening being pretty far {pent, we took 
leave, and returned to our lodgings. 

- The 6th, a great fall of fnow, and a cold frofty 
wind, obliged us to halt at this place. 

Next day, the froft and fnow ftill continued; not- 
withftanding, we fet out, and paffed over a ftone-bridge, 
near this place, paved, not with fmall ftones, but, with 
large, {quare, free ftones, neatly joined. After tra- 
velling eaftward about thirty ENcLisH miles, we reach- 
ed a large and populous city called stanc-ru. We 

Uu 2 | were 
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CHAP.vim.were met, without the gate, by fome of the principal: 

1720 inhabitants, and conducted to our lodgings. 
3 When we arrived, the governor was out a-hunting- 
with one of the Emperor's: fons. As foon as he re- 
turned in the evening, he waited on the ambaflador, 
and complimented him in a-very polite-manner ; ex 
cufing himfelf-for not waiting on him-fooner. At the 
fame time, he gave his: excellency a formal invitation 
to fupper; for it is:appointed, by the court, that fo- 
reren ambafladors fhould be magnificently entertained 
in all the towns through which they pafs. But the 
ambaflador, being fomewhat indifpofed, defired to be 
excufed. : 

Our route; this day, was stewed a: fine chaestatonn 
country, well cultivated, but containing very:few. trees: 
We pafled feveral- fmall towns, and: many: villages, 
well’ built; and- inclofed: with walls. ‘Fhe roads were- 
well made, and in good order; running always ia 
Rraight lines, where the ground: will allow. I had 
heard a great deal of the order and-oeconomy of thefe 
people; but found-my information far fhort-of what 
I. daily faw in all their works and.actions.. ‘The ftreets 
of every: village run in ftraight:- lines. ‘ 

Upon. the road'we met with many turrets;. called 

| polts 
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poft-houfes, erected at certain diftances from one ano-crap.vut. 
ther, with a flag-ftaff, on which is hoifted the impe- 172° 
rial pendant. Thefe places are guarded by a few fol- 
diers, who run a-foot, from-one poft to another, with 
great {peed ; carrying letters or difpatches that con- 
cern the Emperor. The turrets are fo contrived, as to: 
be in fight of one another; and, by fignals, they can 
convey intelligence of any remarkable event. By this 
means the court is informed, in the {peedieft manner. 
imaginable; of whatever difturbance may happen in the 
moft remote provinces of the-empire.. Thefe pofts 
are alfo very ufeful, by keeping the country free from 
_ highwaymen; for fhould a-perfon-efcape at one houfe, 
ena fignal being made; he would certainly be {topped 
at the next. ‘Fhe diftance of one poft-houfe from: 
another is ufually five cHINESE li, or miles; each li 
confifting. of five hundred bow-lengths. I. compute 
five of their miles to be about two.and an half ENGLIsH.« 

The 8th, we halted at this.place. As we could not be: 
prefent at the entertainment. to which we were invited,: 
laft night, by the-governor, he had refolved. chat the, 
delicacies, prepared: on.that occafion,. fhould’ not be 
loft; and therefore fent into our court twelve tables,: 
whereon were placed; by a:number.of. people,. all the 

watt victuals. 
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cHap.vir.victuals that were dreffed the preceding night, with 
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the defert, and feveral forts of tea. The whole was 


afterwards brought into the hall; and there placed, in 


form, upon the tables. When this was done, an off 
ficer of diftinétion came to defire the ambaflador to 
tafte of his Imperial Majefty's bounty. We accord- 
ingly far down at the tables in great order. Every 
thing was very good, but moftly cold; having been 
carried through the ftreets to fome diftance. After 
we had removed from the table, the perfon, who had 
the direction of the entertainment, called our fer- 
vants, and ordered them to fit down at the tables, and 
eat. ‘This produced a very diverting fcene; but, had 
it not been complied with, the governor would have 
thou ght himfelf highly affronted. 

In the evening, the Emperor's third fon went through 
this city, on his way towards the capital. He was car- 
ried, upon men’s fhoulders, in a palankin; a vehicle ve- 
ry eafy for the traveller, and well known in EUROPEAN 
fettlements in 1np1a. The Emperor's fons have no 
other names than thofe of firft, fecond, third, &c. 
This prince had only a {mall retinue of a few horfe- 
men. : 

Our new conductor, TULISHIN, invited the ambaf- 

fador 
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fador and his retinue to pafs the evening at his lodg-cuap.vut, 
ings. His excellency excufed himfelf, as he had not 1720. 
been at the governors. All the gentlemen, however, 
accepted the invitation, The entertainment was ele- 
gant, and fomething like that I formerly defcribed, 
accompanied with dancing and mufick, and quail-fight- 
ing. It is furprifing to fee how thefe little birds fly at 
one another, as foon as they are fet upon the table; 
and fight, like game-cocks, to death. The cHinesE 
are very fond of this diverfion; and bet as high on 
their quails, as the ENGLiIsH do on cocks. They are 
alfo great lovers. of cock-fighting; but it is reckoned 
among the vulgar fports. ‘The quails are generally 
parted before they hurc one another too much; and 
referved, in cages, till another occafion. | 

The oth, having fent off the baggage in the mor- | 
ning, the ambaffador returned the governors vific. 
We only ftaid to drink tea; after which we immedi- 
ately mounted, and purfued our journey to a {mall 
town called yuny; where we arrived in the evening. 
Near this. place is a fteep rock, {tanding ona: plain, 
inacceflible on all fides, except to the weft; where a 
narrow winding path is cut in the rock, which leads to. 


a. PAGAN temple and nunnery, built upon the top of it. 
Thefe 
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cuap.vit, Lhefe edifices make a pretty appearance from the 
1720. plain ; and, as the ftory goes, were built, from the 
foundation, in one night, by a lady, on the following 
occafion. This lady was very beautiful, virtuous, and 
rich; and had many powerful princes for her fuitors. 
She told them, fhe intended to build a temple and a 
monaftery, of certain dimenfions, with her own hands, 
in one night, on the top of this rock; and whoever 
would undertake to build a {tone-bridge, over a river 
in the neighbourhood, in the fame {pace of time, him 
fhe promifed to accept for a husband. All the lovers, 
having heard the difficult task impofed on them, re- 
turned to their refpective dominions ; except one ftran- 
ger, who undertook to perform the hard condition. 
The lover and the lady began their labour at the fame 
time; and the lady completed her part before the 
light appeared; but, as foon as the fun was rifen, fhe 
- faw, from the top of the rock, that her lover had not 
half-finifhed his bridge; having raifed only the pillars 
for the arches. Failing, therefore, in his part of the 
performance, he alfo was obliged to depart to his own 
country ; and the lady paffed the remainder of her 

days in her own monaftery. 

The river is about a quarter of a mile from the 


rock, 
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rock, and the pillars ftill remain. about five or fix cHaP.vat 
feet above the water; they are fix or eight in number, 177° 

SNS 

and good fubftantial work. ‘This tale I relate as a 
fpecimen of many fabulous ftories, which I heard every 
day, and the people firmly believe.. In the monaftery 
there are, at prefent, many monks and nuns. 
_ The chain of mountains running to the north, 
which bound this plain to the weft, are very high, 
rugged, and barren. ‘Their breadth, from the defert 
to the plain habitable ‘country of cHina, I compute 
not to exceed fifteen or twenty miles, and in many: 
places ic is much lefs. But their length, I am inform- 
ed, is above one thoufand ENGLIsH miles. ‘They en- 
compafs all, or the greateft part of the empire of cut- 
na, to the north and weft. ‘Thefe impregnable bul- 
warks, together with the almoft impaffable deferts, 
have, in my opinion, fo long preferved this nation from 
being over-run by the weftern heroes. One would 
imagine, that a country, fo fortified by nature, had 
Tittle need of fuch a ftrong wall for its defence; for, 
if all the pafles of the mountains are as narrow and 
difficult as that where ‘we entered, a fmall number of 
men might defend it .againft a mighty army. 
_ Juny is but a fmall place; ic fuffered greatly by the 

‘Vou. tr XX | earth- 
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cuap.vi.earthquake that happened in the month of July the 


1720. 
WYN 


preceding year; above one half of it being thereby 
laid in ruins. Indeed more than one half of the towns - 
and villages, through which we travelled this day, had 
fuffered- much on the fame occafion; and vaft numbers 
of people had been buried in the ruins. I muft con- ~ 
fefs, it was a difmal f{cene to fee, every where, fuch 
heaps of rubbifh. 

All the beft houfes being thrown down by the earth- 
quake, we were lodged in the priefts apartments of a 
temple, which had efcaped the general devaftarion. 
Our conductor treated the monks with very little ce- 
remony, and defired them to feek other lodgings for 
themfelves. Thefe priefts were not at all fuperftiti- 
ous, as appeared fufhiciently from the little reverence 
they paid to their idols, and ftatues of reputed faints. - 
They conducted us into the temple, and feveral apart- 
ments adjoining, where ftoad many images of faints, 
fome of which were monftrous figures of {tone and plai- 
fter, One of the priefts gave us the hiftory of fome of 
them; which I thought too abfurd tobe inferted. We. 
then returned into the temple, which was. a {mall but 
neat building. In one end of it we faw an altar, nf- 
ing by fteps to the cieling, on which were placed a 

number 
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number of fmall images, caft chiefly in brafs, refemb-cuap.vitt, 
ling men and women, birds and beafts. We were en- 1722: 
-tertained in the temple with tea, till che priefts had 
removed their beds. At the entrance is hung a large 
bell, attended by a prieft, who tolls it on feeing paffen- 
gers, in order to invite them to fay their prayers; which 
having done, they generally leave a {mall gratuity to 
the temple. 

In the night, we were a little alarmed with the 
fhock of an earthquake, which awakened all our peo- 
ple, but did no damage. 

Next day, our conductor notified to the ambaffa- 
dor, that he could proceed no farther till he received 
an anfwer to fome difpatches he had fent to court. 
Thefe news were not altogether agreeable, as we ap- 
prehended another fhock of an earthquake. Nothing, 
however, of that kind happened during the two days 
we were obliged to remain at this place. 

The 12th, we continued our journey to a little 
town, where we lodged. ‘This, and moft of the towns, 
and villages, through which we pafled to day, had fuf- 
fered greatly by the earthquake; particularly one con- 
fiderable walled town, where very few houfes remain- 
ed, and the walls were levelled with the ground. 
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cuap.vim. About noon, next day, we came to a large, popu- 
172° lous, and well built city, with broad ftreets, as ftraight 
as a line. Near this. place runs a fine river, which ap- 

pears navigable; having a-crofs ic a noble ftone bridge, 

of feveral arches, and paved with large fquare ftones. 

In the evening, we arrived at a finall cown, after paf- 

fing through a very pleafant and fruitful country. 

On the 14th, we halted at this little town. But our 
baggage, and his majefty’s prefents, advanced a flage 
farther. ‘Thefe, by order of the Mandarin, our con- 

duétor, were carried on mens shoulders, covered with 

pieces of yellow filk; as every thing is which hath any 
connexion with the court. Whatever is diftinguifhed 
by this badge is looked on as facred. And he who 

has the care of any thing belonging to. the Emperor 


needs no. other protection: fuch is the reverence paid 


him all over the empire. The yellow colour is chof 
en by the Emperor, becaufe, among the cx INESE, It 
is the emblem’ of the fun, to which he is. compared. 

- 'The following day, our road, lying over fome rocks; 
was veryrugged. In fome places it was cut, for a con- 
fiderable length, above twenty feet deep, through the 
folid rock; which appears to have been a work of great 
labour and’expence. But no people, I ever faw, take 


‘ en fuch 


| | 3 - a = doe . N: fil) | 349 
fuch pains to make their ftreets, and high-ways, eafycHapr.vun 
to travellers, as the cHINEsE. In fome places of the * 775 
rocks were cut out images of CHINESE faints; but the 
workmanfhip very mean. 

Near this place, we paffed through fix or eight 
ftrong femicircular walls, within one another, which 
have the endlefs wall for their common diameter, and . 
takein a great compafs. Tn all thefe walls there are 
large well built gates, guarded by a conftant watch, 
both in times of peace and war. Att one of them, the 
ambaffador was faluced with three great guns, from a 
tower over the gate-way. Thefe walls feem to be of 
the fame materials and archite&ure with the long wall; 
having fquare towers at the diftance of a bow-fhot 
from each other. While we ftopped at one of the 
gates to refrefh ourfelves, I took the opportunity to 
walk into one of thefe towers, where I faw fome hun- 
dreds of old iron cannon thrown together as ufelefs. 
On examination, I found them to be compofed of 
three or four pieces of hammered iron, joined, and 
faftened together with hoops of the fame metal. The 
CHINESE have, however, now learned to caft as fine 
brafs cannon as are any where to be found. From this 
cower I was led, by a broad ftone-ftair, to the top of 
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cHaP.viu.the wall, which is above twenty feet in breadth, and 


1720. 


paved with large fquare ftones, clofely joined, and ce- 
‘mented with ftrong mortar. I walked along this flat, 
till I came to a rock, where I found a high ftair of a- 
bove a thoufand {teps, the whole breadth of the wall, 
which led to a tower on the fummit, from whence | 
could fee a like ftair, on the other fide, forming: a de- 
{cent to a narrow paflage between two rocks. I ob- 
ferved alfo, that the wall was neither fo high nor broad 
where it was carried over another rock, to the fouth- 
weft, as at the place where I ftood, But time not 
allowing me to go farther, I returned, by the fame 
way, to our company; and, after ftaying a few hours, 
we proceeded, this afternoon, to the town of zuLin- | 
GUANG, where we lodged. 

The next day, after travelling about two hours, we 
came to the laft femicircular wall. Here ended all 
the hills and mountains. Our road now lay through 
a fine champaign country, inter{perfed with many {mall 
towns and villages. In the evening, we reached a large 
neat city called zanc-pinc-jew. In the market place, 
ftood a triumphal arch, whereon were hung a number 
of {treamers, and filken pendants, of various colours. 
The ftreets were clean, ftraight, and broad; in fome 

places 
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places covered with gravel, in others paved with flatcuap.vitt. 
{quare ftones. pga 

As foon as we had reached our lodgings, the gover- 
nor of the place came to falute the ambaffador, and 
invited him to an entertainment, prepared by order of 
his majefty. 

The invitation was accepted, and we immediately 
went to the governor's palace. The entertainment 
was very magnificent, fomewhat of the fame kind with 
that I formerly deferibed, and accompanied with mu- 
fick and dancing. ‘This place is fituated in a fruitful 
plain, about thirty encLisu miles northward of PEKIN. 

The 17th, after travelling about a dozen of miles, 
we came to a {mall town called sHacu. ‘The weather 
being very fine and warm, the governor came to meet 
the ambaflador, and defired him to refrefh himfelf a 
little by drinking tea. Here we halted about an hour, 
and then proceeded fix or eight miles farther, to a 
fmall village, about four miles from the capital; where 
we lodged. | 

Next morning, two Mandarins came from court: 
to congratulate the ambafflador on his arrival, and 
brought fome horfes, on which he and his retinue 
‘were to make their entry. The furniture of the hor- 

| fes 
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cHaP.vur.fes was very fimple, and far inferior to the coftly trap- 
172+ pinos of the PERSIANS, 

My lodgings, in this village, ced to be at a 
cook’s houfe; which gave me an opportunity of ob- 
ferving the ingenuity of thefe people, even on trifling 
occafions. My landlord being in his fhop, I paid him 
a vifit; where I found fix kettles, placed in a row on 
furnaces, having a feparate opening under each of 
them; for receiving the fewel, which confifted of a few 
{mall fticks and ftraw. On his pulling a thong, he 
blew a pair of bellows, which made all his kettles boil 
in a very fhort time. ‘They are indeed very thin, and 
made of caft iron, being extremely fmooth both with- 
in and without. ‘The {carcity of fewel, near fuch a 
populous city, prompts people to contrive the eafiett 
methods of drefling their victuals, and keeping them- 
{elves warm during the winter, which is fevere for two 
months. | 

About ten of the clock, we mounted, and proceed- 
ed towards the city, in the following order. : 

An officer, with his {word drawn. - 
Three foldiers. | 
One kettle-drummer. 
Twenty four foldiers, three in a rank. : 


The 


YO PEKIN 
The fteward. © 
- ‘Twelve footmen. 
+ Two pages. 
Three interpreters. 
"The ambaflador, anda Mandarin of diningions 
| Two fecretaries. 
‘Six gentlemen, two and two. 
Servants and attendants. 

- "The whole retinue was dreft in their beft apparel. 
"The foldiers in uniform, ‘carrying their muskets like 
horfemen ftanding centry; drawn {words being refufed 
‘Dy our conduétor, thie officer only had that priviledge. 

We travelled from the village, along a fine road, 
through a cloud of duft and multitudes of {pectators ; 
and, in ‘two hours, entered the city at the great north 
gate; which opened into a fpacious flreet, perfectly 
ftraight, as far as the eye-fight could reach. We 
found it all {prinkled with water, which was very re- 
frefhing after the duft we had paffed through. 
~ A guard of five hundred CHINESE horfemen was ap- 
pointed to clear the way; notwithftanding which, we 
found it very difficult to get through the crowd. One 
would have imagined all the people in peKin were af- 
~fembled to feeus; though I was informed that only a 
Mou. I. OG i  fmall 
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cuap.vut,fmall part of the inhabitants of the city were prefent. 


N 


1720. T obferved alfo great crowds of women unveiled; but 
WY 


they kept in the windows, doors, and in corners of the 
ftreet. ‘The foldiers did not behave with roughnefs 
to the people, as in fome other places of the eaft; but 
treated them with great mildnefs and humanity. - In- 
deed the people, of themfelves, made as much way as 
was poflible for them, confidering their numbers. Af- 
ter a march of two hours from the gate where we en- 
tered; we, at laft, came to our lodgings, in that pare 
of the city called the TarTar’s town; which is neag. 
the center of PEKIN, and not far from the: ice Pao $s 
palace. 

We lodged in what is called the Russia- ouite Ic 
was allotted, by the prefent Emperor, for the accom- 
modation of the caravans from mMoscovy; and is fur- 
younded with a high wall of brick, which inclofes three. 
courts. ‘The firft, from the ftreet, is appointed for 
the guard of cuinEsE foldiers. ‘The fecond.is a fpa-. 
cious fquare, on the fides whereof are. apartments for 
fervants. The third is. divided from the fecond by a 
high brick-wall, through which you enter by a great 
gate. Oppofite co this, gate is the great hall, which 
rifes a few fteps above the level of the court. The 


floor 
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floor is neatly paved with white and black marble sciap.vin. 
and, on the fame floor, to the right and left of the ak 
hall, are two-fmall.bed-chambers. This hall was oc- 
cupied by the ambaflador. In the fame: court are 
two large houfes, divided into apartments, in which 
the retinue was lodged. All thefe ftructures are but 
ef one ftory, with large windows of lettice-work, on 
which is pafted white paper. The cielings are very 
flight and airy; confifting only of ftrong laths, with 
reeds laid a-crofs them, and done over on the in-fide 
with paper. The roofs project confiderably over the 
walls, and are covered with fine, light, glazed tiles; 
which, as far as I could learn, are of a quality to laft 
ages. ‘The bed-chambers only of the hall are neatly 
finifhed with lath and plaifter. 

_ The fame evening, the mafter of the ceremonies 
came to compliment the ambaflador. He, in the Em- 
perors name, enquired into the chief fubject of his 
commiflion; and, having received a fatisfactory anfwer, 
retired. © | : 
_.'This gentleman, named aLoy, was, by birth, a 
MONGALL TARTAR; and a reat favourite of the Em- 
peror. He was a perfon of great politenefs; and a 
good friend to the curist1ans, efpecially the milio- 
¥Y yz | naries, 
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CHAP.vil.naries, who received frefh marks of his kindnefs every 


£720. 


day. In his youth he converfed much with the jesuirs; 
who taught him geography, and fome other branches 
ef {cience; which contributed not a little to raife his 
character among the cHINEsE, and. recommend him to 
the notice and favour of the Emperor. » 

Thus we happily arrived at the famous and Hie 
wifhed. for city.of PEKIN, the capital of this mighty 
empire, after: a tedious: journey of exactly fixteen 
months. It is, indeed, very long; yet may be per- 
formed in much. lefs time. [am of opinion that tra- 
vellers. might go from sT, PETERSBURG tO PEKIN, and’ 
yeturn, in the {pace of fix months; which, were. it ne- 
ceflary, I think E could eafily demonftrate. 

After the departure of the mafter of’ the ceremo- 


nies, the aleggada, or prime minifter, fent an officer 


to falute the ambaffador, and excufe: himfelf for not: 
paying him: a vifit immediately, as:it was then late 
in the night; but promifed to fee him. next day. At 
the fame time he fent great variety of fruits and pro- 
vifions, asa mark of ref{pect; notwith{tanding we were 


~ abundantly fupplied with thefe: siiicak Bye thofe. i 


fens for. that purpofe..: - 
-‘At ten of the clock at night,. the Nice on sata 


IMs 
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in the outer-court, locked our gate, and fealed it withcwap. vin. 
the Emperor's feal; that no perfon might go out, or 1772 
come in, during the night. "The ambaffador, not Eh ali 
proving of this proceeding, as foon as the gate was 

opened in the morning, fent his. fecretary, and an in- 
terpreter, to the prime minifter, to complain of his. 

being confined. The aleggada faid he was altogether © 
ignorant of what had happened; but exprefsly forbid 

any fuch behaviour. for the future. In PERSIA, in-. 

deed, and fome other nations of the eaft, it is the cu- 

ftom to reftrain foreign minifters from converfing with 

the inhabitants, till they have had an audience of the. 


prince. 


- THE END. OF. THE FIRST VOLUME... 
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